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H istory stands testimony to the fact that the societies and the cultural 
i heritages get faded away with time and are finally forgotten if the 
stories and the valour of our pastis not conserved well. It also important f 
that such rich past must be passed on to the next generation for them to 
leam and reinvigorate the feeling of nationalism, our rich traditions and 
past. 
This publication is essentially to bring together the great personalities of 
Jammu and Kashmir of the previous era, which the present set of our youth and leaders 
may not remember and by way of such a publication our past will be cemented for young 
leaders to read and get motivated. 
While generalizing the concept and idea behind such a compilation, it was well debated 
within our team and after due considerations we reached on a consensus that history 
cannot give us a mantra or a program for our future but it can give us a dee insight and 
understanding of who we are and of our common shared values and unfulfilled desires So 
that we can face the future in a better way. ri 

Jai Bharat \ NS 


Prof. Kulbhushan Mohtra 


Incharge Nana Ji Deshmukh Library & Documentation Depaartment, 
J&K (UT), BUP # 94191-89333 


Kulbjp2017 @gmail.com 
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De Kul Bhushan Mohtra ji, write to you with a sense of gratitude 

that under your tutelage and with the blessings of our Respected 
National General Secretary (Org) Sh. B.L. Santhosh Ji, Nana Ji 
Deshmukh Library and Documentation Department, BJP Jammu and y 
Kashmir is publishing a document titled "A Compendium of Icons of ———_____| 
Jammu and Kashmir and Our Inspirations."| have been given to understand that this 
document would contain bio-notes of such National and Regional leaders who have 
contributed towards integration of Jammu and Kashmir with the Indian Republic. Such 
initiatives deserve our appreciation as it paves way for the coming generation to 
understand our rich legacy and also our struggles. 


My Best Wishes and Regards, 


Ashish Sood 
Seh Parbhari J&K (UT) 
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| tis often said that a personality of aman can formulate ideals where as 
such personalities and ideals are getting blurred as the time 
progresses, but this newly published document by Nana Ji Deshmukh 
Library & documentation Department, J&K (UT), BJP has done justice 
to the cause of keeping our icons alive. A 
This document will play an important part in years to come as this F-E 
historic preservation work will help keep communities beautiful, vibrant, 
and livable, and gives people a stake in their surroundings as the readers will connect to 
their glorious past and aim higher to take this nation to the state of “Param Vabhavam’”. 
The book titled ‘A Compendium of Icons of Jammu and Kashmir and our Inspirations’ 
connects people with their past, and with one another as it has highlighted people from 
various communities and all walks of life. 
Sh Kul Bhushan Mohtra ji, | convey my compliments to you on this publication as | 
consider your work is always well researched and it is aiding in achieving our common 
goal of Greater India, it is a correct step being taken towards making our youth more 
zealous by providing them such contents. A 

UTISHTH BHARATA } 

JAI BHARAT MILT 


Sh. Ravinder Raina 
State President,BJP J&K, 


afis serve the nation and keep ourselves relevant in the global 
scenario we have chosen the slogan of “Sewa Hi Sangathan” and 
keeping the same spirit alive Nana Ji Deshmukh Library & 
documentation Department, J&K (UT), BJP has come up with an 
innovative idea to keep our rich traditions of Jammu and Kashmir alive in 
our minds and come up with yet another publication titled “The 
Compendium of Icons of Jammu & Kashmir and Our Inspiration”. 

While serving the state unit of the BJP | have come across many people who have 
narrated the folklores of the greats of Jammu and Kashmir and this publication of Nana Ji 
Deshmukh Library & documentation Department, J&K (UT), BJP will keep our past alive 
in each one of us till eternity and motivate all of us to follow their footsteps and be inspired 
always. : 

Sh Kul Bhushan Mohtra ji, | congratulate you on your yet another achievement and your 
work has always been thought provoking and appealing to the masses. | wish you many 


such achievements in future. 
JAI BHARAT pr. ouha 


Sh. Ashok Kaul 
State General Secretary (Org.) BJP J&K 
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| t is indeed commendable that the Nana Ji Deshmukh Library & Documentation 
Department , J&K (UT) , BJP has taken the initiative to keep the rich tradition of 
Jammu & Kashmir alive through a publication titled "A Compandium of icons of 
Jammu and Kashmir and our inspiration”. 


| Congratulate Sh. Kulbushan Mohtra for this diligent effort and i am sure that this 
publication will also serve as a reference document for scholars and reserch interested in pre and 
immediate post-independence history of india, particularly in the context of Jammu & Kashmir. 


y 
Dr. Jitendra Singh 


MBBS (Stanley ,Chennai) 
MD Medicine, Fellowship (AIIMA, NDL) 
MNAMS Diabetes & Endocrinology 
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| am happy to know that Prof. Kul Bhushan Mohtra Ji is coming up with one more 

book titled "A Compendium Of cons Of Jammu & KashmirAnd Our Inspirations". | 
The book gives a complete life picture of icons of our country at national level, life 
history of various Freedom Fighters, Saviours of Jammu & Kashmir, the services to 
Mother India by Poojaniya Sar Sanghchalaks and RSS/BUP leaders including our 
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Ji. This book will be of great help to 
people who doresearch on the history and culture of our great country. 


Prof. Mohtra Jihas taken a lot of pain in collating a huge volume of information and presented in a book 


format which is rare in the present time. | extend my best wishes to him for his academic and research 
work. 


Sd/- 
Prof. (Dr.) Aseervatham Achary, M.B.A., Ph.D., 
Member & National Coordinator 
Documentation & Library Department 
Bharatiya Janata Party HQrs 
6-A, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Marg 
New Delhi - 110002 
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NATIONAL LEADER 
Still going Strong to Motivates us 


preg 


Shri Ram Nath Kovind 
Born 1 October 1945 


[s an Indian politician serving as the 14th and current President of India. Prior to his 
Presidency, he served as the 26th Governor of Bihar from 2015 to 2017 and as a 
Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha from 1994 to 2006.Kovind was nominated as a 
presidential candidate by the ruling NDA coalition and won the 2017 presidential 


election. 
Before entering politics, he was a lawyer for 16 years and practiced in the Delhi High 
Court and the Supreme Court until 1993. 


E EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION 
a Ram Nath Kovind was born on 1 October 1945, in Paraunkh village in the Kanpur 
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Dehat district of Uttar Pradesh, as the youngest of five brothers and two sisters. His 
father Maikulal Kovind ran a small shop. Kovind was born in a mud hut, which 
eventually collapsed. He was only five when his mother died of burns when their 
thatched dwelling caught fire. Kovind later donated the land to the community. Kovind 
was borninto the Kori caste, considered underprivileged even among the Dalits. 


After his elementary school education, he had to walk each day to Kanpur village, 8 km 
away, to attend junior school, as nobody in the village had a bicycle._He holds a 
bachelor's degree in commerce and an LLB from DAV College (affiliated with Kanpur 
University). 


ADVOCATE 


After graduating in law from DAV College, Kanpur, Kovind went to Delhi to prepare for 
the civil services examination. He passed this exam on his third attempt, but he did not 
join because he had only scored high enough to work in an allied service rather than in 
IAS and thus started practicing law. 


Kovind enrolled as an advocate in 1971 with the bar council of Delhi. He was Central 
Government Advocate in the Delhi High Court from year 1977 to year 1979. Between 
1977 & 1978, he also served as the personal assistant of Prime Minister of India 
Morarji Desai. In 1978, he became an advocate-on-record of the Supreme Court of 
India and served as a standing counsel for the Central Government in the Supreme 
Court of India from 1980 to 1993. He practiced in the Delhi High Court and Supreme 
Court until 1993. As an advocate, he provided pro-bono aid to weaker sections of 
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society, women and the poor under the Free Legal Aid Society of New Delhi. 
START OF POLITICAL CAREER 


He joined the Bhartiya Janata Party in 1991. He was President of the BJP Dalit Morcha 
between 1998 and 2002 and President of the All-India Koli Samaj.'when?! He also 


contested for Ghatampur assembly constituency, but lost and later contested for 
Bhognipur (in 2007) (both in Uttar Pradesh) assembly constituency on the BJP ticket 
but lost again. 

In 1997, Kovind being from Kori family joined the protest against certain orders from 
the Central government that had adverse effects on the SC/ST workers. Later, three 
amendments were made to the Constitution that revoked the orders, by the NDA 
government headed by Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 


RAJYA SABHA 


He was elected and became a Rajya Sabha MP from the state of Uttar Pradesh in April 
1994. He served a total of twelve years, two consecutive terms, until March 2006. As a 
member of parliament, he served on the Parliamentary Committee for Welfare of 
Scheduled Castes/Tribes, Home Affairs, Petroleum and Natural Gas, Social Justice 
and Empowerment, Law and Justice ‘citation needed! He also served as the chairman 
of the Rajya Sabha House Committee. During his career as a parliamentarian, under 
the Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme, he focused on 
education in rural areas by helping in construction of school buildings in Uttar Pradesh 
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and Uttrakhand. As a member of parliament, he visited Thailand, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Singapore, Germany, Switzerland, France, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States on study tours. 


OTHER APPOINTMENTS 
He has served on the Board of management of Dr. B.R Ambedkar University, 
Lucknow; when?’ and as on the Board of Governors of IIM Calcutta.'when?! He has 


also represented India at the UN and addressed the United Nations General Assembly 
in October 2002. 

GOVERNOR 

On 8 August 2015, the then President of India appointed Kovind as Governor of Bihar. 
On 16 August 2015, the acting Chief Justice of Patna High Court, Iqbal Ahmad Ansari, 


administered the oath to Kovind as the 26th Governor of Bihar. The function took place 
at Raj Bhawan, Patna. 


Governor Ram Nath Kovind of Bihar welcoming President Pranab Mukherjee at Patna 
on 17 April 2017. 


Kovind's appointment was criticised by then Chief Minister of Bihar Nitish Kumar as it 
came months before State Assembly elections. and the appointment was made 
without consulting State Government as recommended by Sarkaria Commission. 
However, Kovind's term as governor was praised for constituting a judicial 
commission to investigate irregularities in promotion of undeserving teachers, 
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mismanagement of funds and appointment of undeserving candidates in universities. 
In June 2017, when Kovind was announced as candidate for presidential election, 
Nitish Kumar backed Kovind's choice and praised Kovind as being unbiased and 
working closely with the State Government during his Governorship. 


2017 PRESIDENCY CAMPAIGN 
Main article: 2017 Indian presidential election 


After nomination for the post of 14th President of India, he resigned from his post as 
Governor of Bihar, and President of India Pranab Mukherjee accepted his resignation 
on 20 June 2017. He won election on 20 July 2017. 


Ram Nath Kovind received 65.65% of the valid votes, against former Speaker of the 
Lok Sabha, Meira Kumar, the presidential candidate of the Opposition who received 
34.35%. Kovind received 2,930 votes (From MPs and MLAs) amounting to Electoral 
College votes of 702,044 (65.65%) as compared to 1,844 votes with a value of 
367,314 (34.35%) votes for Meira Kumar lagging far behind with 367,314 votes, and 
77 votes were invalid. He became only the second Dalit representative to become 
president after K. R. Narayanan, and also is the first BJP candidate to be elected to the 
post. The tally of votes (367,314) polled by Meira Kumar is only the second highest for 
a losing candidate, that of Neelam Sanjiva Reddy in the 1969 Presidential elections 


being the highest ever; he received 405,427 votes as against 420,077 by V V Giri, the 
winner. 


Ram Nath Kovind took the oath as the 14th President of India on 25 July 2017. He is 
the first leader from Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh to occupy the Office of President 
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and Uttrakhand. As a member of parliament, he visited Thailand, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Singapore, Germany, Switzerland, France, the United Kingdom, and the United 


States on study tours. 


OTHER APPOINTMENTS 

He has served on the Board of management of Dr. B.R Ambedkar University, 
Lucknow; when?’ and as on the Board of Governors of IIM Calcutta.'when?! He has 
also represented India at the UN and addressed the United Nations General Assembly 
in October 2002. 


GOVERNOR 


On 8 August 2015, the then President of India appointed Kovind as Governor of Bihar. 
On 16 August 2015, the acting Chief Justice of Patna High Court, Iqbal Ahmad Ansari, 
administered the oath to Kovind as the 26th Governor of Bihar. The function took place 
at Raj Bhawan, Patna. 


Governor Ram Nath Kovind of Bihar welcoming President Pranab Mukherjee at Patna 
on 17 April 2017. 


Kovind's appointment was criticised by then Chief Minister of Bihar Nitish Kumar as it 
came months before State Assembly elections and the appointment was made 
without consulting State Government as recommended by Sarkaria Commission. 
However, Kovind's term as governor was praised for constituting a judicial 
commission to investigate irregularities in promotion of undeserving teachers, 
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mismanagement of funds and appointment of undeserving candidates in universities. 
In June 2017, when Kovind was announced as candidate for presidential election, 
Nitish Kumar backed Kovind's choice and praised Kovind as being unbiased and 
working closely with the State Government during his Governorship. 


2017 PRESIDENCY CAMPAIGN 
Main article: 2017 Indian presidential election 


After nomination for the post of 14th President of India, he resigned from his post as 
Governor of Bihar, and President of India Pranab Mukherjee accepted his resignation 
on 20 June 2017. He won election on 20 July 2017. 


Ram Nath Kovind received 65.65% of the valid votes, against former Speaker of the 
Lok Sabha, Meira Kumar, the presidential candidate of the Opposition who received 
34.35%. Kovind received 2,930 votes (From MPs and MLAs) amounting to Electoral 
College votes of 702,044 (65.65%) as compared to 1,844 votes with a value of 
367,314 (34.35%) votes for Meira Kumar lagging far behind with 367,314 votes, and 
77 votes were invalid. He became only the second Dalit representative to become 
president after K. R. Narayanan, and also is the first BJP candidate to be elected to the 
post. The tally of votes (367,314) polled by Meira Kumar is only the second highest for 
a losing candidate, that of Neelam Sanjiva Reddy in the 1969 Presidential elections 
being the highest ever; he received 405,427 votes as against 420,077 by V V Giri, the 
winner. 


Ram Nath Kovind took the oath as the 14th President of India on 25 July 2017. He is 
the first leader from Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh to occupy the Office of President 
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of India. 

J. S. Khelar, Chief Justice of India, administering the oath of the office of the President- 
elect Kovind, at a swearing-in ceremony in the central hall of Parliament, in New Delhi 
at2017. 


President Kovind meeting the President of Nepal, Bidya Devi Bhandari, in Tokyo, 
Japan on 22 October 2019 

PERSONALLIFE . 

President Kovind with his wife First Lady Savita Kovind 


Kovind married Savita Kovind on 30 May 1974. They have a son, Prashant Kumar 
Kovind, and a daughter, Swati Kovind who was an air hostess for Air India. 
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Shri Narinder Modi 
Born on 17 September, 1950 


N arendra Modi was sworn-in as India's Prime Minister on 30 May, 2019, for the 
second term. He is a personality of motivation who rose from a poverty-stricken 
tea-selling boy to a development-oriented leader. 

Narendra Modi was born on 17 September, 1950 in Vadnagar, Gujarat to a lower- 
middle-class family of grocers. He has proved that success has nothing to do with 
caste, creed or where a person belongs to. He is the first Prime Minister of India whose 
mother was alive when he took office. In the Lok Sabha, he represents Varanasi 
constituency and considered as a master strategist for his party. Since 2014, he is 
current Prime Ministerof India and prior to it he had served as the Chief Minister of 
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Gujarat state from 2001 to 2014. In Lok Sabha Election 2019, Narendra Modi has won 
by around 4.79 Lac votes against Shalini Yadav, Samajwadi Party. His Swearing-in 
ceremony is organised on 30th May, 2019 for the second term as a Prime Minister of 
India. He is is the first BJP leader who has been elected for second term after 
completion of his five-year tenure. 


He is aray of hope in the lives of billions of Indians and one of the most popular leaders 
who mostly focuses on development. Even the slogan of our PM Narendra Modi "Main 
Bhi Chowkidar" focuses on the dignity of labour and aims to take the support of 
working class. He said this slogan because he felt that he is also standing firm and 
doing his work as the nation's ‘chowkidar’. Further he emphasised that every Indian 
who is fighting for corruption, dirt, social evils etc. for the progress of India is also a 
‘Chowkidar. This way slogan 'Main bhi chowkidar' went viral. 


LET US LEARN ABOUT HIS BIOGRAPHY; 


In 2014 election Narendra Modi led the BJP to an impressive victory. Do you know that 
as a first time MLAhe became CM of Gujarat and also as a first time MP he became the 
Prime Minister of India? No doubt, he is also one of the best applicable Prime 
Ministerial candidates for the forthcoming Lok Sabha Elections 2019 from Bharatiya 


Janta Party (BJP). That is why in Lok Sabha Election results 2019, he again became 
the voice of India. 


He always emphasise "Coming age is the age of knowledge. However, rich, poor or 


pogen a country be, if they want to move ahead, only knowledge can lead them to 
that path.” 
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NARENDRA MODI: EARLY LIFE, CHILDHOOD DAYS AND EDUCATION 


Narendra Modi was born on 17 September, 1950 to a family of grocers in Vadnagar, 
Mehsana district, Bombay State (present Gujarat). His father name is late 
Damodardas Mulchand Modi and Mother's name is Hiraben Modi and the couple has 
six children, he is the third eldest among six. In his childhood days, Modi helped his 
father in selling tea at the Vadnagar Railway Station and later ran a tea stall with his 
brother near a bus terminus. 

In 1967, he had completed his higher secondary education in Vadnagar. At the age of 8 
years, he joined Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). He doesn't want to marry so 
he left home at the age of 17 and travelled across the country for the next two years. In 
his interviews, he told that in these two years he visited several ashrams founded by 
Swami Vivekananda. Then Modi returned to Vadnagar and after some time he again 
left for Ahmedabad. There, Modi lived with his uncle, who worked in the canteen at the 
Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation. 

Let us tell you that in 1970 thatis at the age of 20, he was so influenced by the RSS that 
he became the full-time Pracharak and he had formally joined RSS in 1971 at the age 
of 21. In his area, in the early 1970s, he set up a unit of RSS's students wing namely 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad. No doubt, his association with the organisation 
has significantly benefited his political career. He has completed the Bachelor of Arts 
degree in political science from School of Open Learning at the University of Delhi and 
later he had completed his Master degree in political science from Gujarat University. 


Mahatma Gandhi Biography: Movements, Facts, History & Family 
In his childhood days, he had faced several difficulties and obstacles, but he took all 
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the challenges positively and transformed them into opportunities by courage and 
strength. After joining RSS, he learned the spirit of selflessness, social responsibility, 
dedication and nationalism. Furthermore, we will study in Narendra Modi biography. 
"Each one of us has a natural instinct to rise, like a flame of the lamp. Let's nurture this 
instinct."- Narendra Modi 


NARENDRA MODI: POLITICAL CAREER 


In 1987, he joined the BJP and a year later he was made the general secretary of 
the Gujarat branch of the party. 

In 1995, he was recognised as a key strategist for being instrumental in 
successfully campaigning for the party. 


In 1995, he was appointed as the Secretary of the BJP's national unit. 

In 1988 in Gujarat Assembly elections BUP came as the ruling party in Gujarat. 
Mainly, two events contributed in bringing the BUP power in 1998 that are the 
Somnath to Ayodhya Rath Yatra, which was a long match by L.K Advani and 
another was a march from Kanyakumari to Kashmir under Murli Manohar Joshi. 

He was credited for carrying out the responsibility of revamping the organisation of 
the party in various states. 


In 1988, he became the General Secretary and holds the position till 2001. 


In October, 2001, he became the Chief Minister of Gujarat when his predecessor 

Keshubhai Patel resigned from the post due to health reason and also BJP lost few 

nee assembly seats in by-elections. He took the oath on 7 October, 2001 as CM of 
ujarat. 
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Do you know that he remained at the post of CM of Gujarat for three consecutive 
times? 

On 24 February, 2002, he won a by-election to the Rajkot II constituency. He 
defeated Ashwin Mehta of INC and this was his first and very short term. 

He further contested from Maninagar and won the assembly election by defeating 
Oza Yatinbhai Narendrakumar of INC. And in the second term, he was retained as 
a Chief Minister of Gujarat. 

His third term of CM was from 23 December, 2007 tili 20 December, 2012. This time 
also he won from Maninagar and defeated Dinsha Patel of INC. 

He was again elected from Maninagar and defeated Bhatt Shweta Sanjiv. He took 
the oath as CM which is his fourth term but later he resigned in 2014 from an 
assembly. 

Then, Narendra Modi contested 2014 Lok Sabha elections for the first time. He 
won the election by a large margin and sworn in as the Prime Minister of India on 26 
May, 2014. He became the first Prime Minister of India who born after India's 
independence from the British Empire. 


"Don't dream to be something but rather dream to do something great!” 
— Narendra Modi 


NARENDRA MODI: MAJOR WORKS 
In Narendra Modi biography major works are mentioned below: 


After becoming the CM of Gujarat in his second term in 2002, he focused on the 
economic development of the state and makes it an attractive destination for 
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businessmen and industrialists. 

In his third term of CM in 2007, he improved the agricultural growth rate, provided 
electricity to all villages and fortifies the rapid developmentof the state. 

When he was the CM of Gujarat with the support of the government created 
groundwater conservation projects. This had helped in the cultivation of Bt cotton 
with the help of irrigation facility via tube wells. Do you know that Gujarat became 
the largest producer of Bt Cotton? 

To every village, electricity is brought in the state of Gujarat under Modi reign. He 
also changed the system of power distribution in the state by separating 
agricultural electricity from rural electricity. 


Swami Vivekananda Biography: History, Teachings and Philosophy 


Inthe BJP election campaign of 2009 and also of 2014, he played a crucial role. 
Also, he had made successful efforts to invite foreign investments in the state of 
Gujarat. 

Gujarat is the fourth state in the world where we have a separate climate-change 
department. 

After becoming the PM of India he has initiated several ambitious and important 
projects like "Swachh Bharat Abhiyan", "Make in India", "Clean Ganga" etc. 

He also tried to improve bilateral relations with other countries of the world. 

He has also shows great interest in strengthening ties with the neighbouring 
countries. 

"Let work itself be the ambition”. — Narendra Modi 
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NARENDRA MODI: AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 


In a survey conducted by India Today Magazine, he was named as the best Chief 
Minister in the country in 2007. 

In 2009, FDI magazine honoured Narendra Modi the Asian Winner of the ‘fDi 
Personality of the Year'award. 

In TIME'sAsian edition of March 2012, he was featured in the cover page. 

On Forbes magazine's list of the "World's Most Powerful People’ in 2014, he ranked 
at 15. 

In 2014, 2015 and 2017, he was listed among ‘Time 100 most influential people in 
the world' by Time magazine. 

n2014, he was awarded Indian of the Year by CNN-IBN news network. 

Time Magazine in 2015 released '30 most influential people on the internet'list and 
he was namedas the second most-followed politician on Twitter and Facebook. 

In 2015, Modi was ranked the 13th-Most-Influential Person in the World by 
Bloomberg Markets Magazine. 

In 2015, he was ranked fifth on Fortune Magazine's first annual list of the "World's 
Greatest Leaders". 

In 2016, a wax statue of Modi was unveiled at Madame Tussaud Wax Museum in 
London. 

In 2016 PM Narendra Modi was conferred with the Amir Amanullah Khan Award, 
the highest civilian honour of Afghanistan. 
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In April 2016, he was conferred with the Saudi Arabia's highest civilian honour 'King 
Abdulaziz Sash' by King Salman bin Abdulaziz. 

In 2017, the Gallup International Association (GIA) conducted a poll and ranked 
Modi as third top leader of the world. 


According to 2018 statistics he is the third most followed head of the state on 
Twitter and the topmost followed world leader on Facebook and Instagram. 


He ranked 9th in Forbes World's Most Powerful People list 2018. 


In October 2018, Narendra Modi received UN's highest environmental award, the 
‘Champions of the Earth’ for policy leadership by “pioneering works in 
championing” the International Solar Alliance and “new areas of levels of 
cooperation on environmental action”. 


He was conferred with the Seoul Peace Prize in 2018 for improving international 
cooperation, raising global economic growth, accelerating the Human 
Development of the people of India by fostering the economic growth etc. Do you 
know heis the first Indian to win this award? 

On 10 February, he was honoured with Grand Collar of ihe State of Palestine; the 
highest civilian honour of Palestine for foreign dignitaries. 


The first Philip Kotler presidential Award is also received by Narendra Modi in 
2019. 


In January 2019, PM Narendra Modi, a biographic film starring Vivek Oberoi is 
going to released soon. 


See | 14. |- -a = 
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On 4 April, 2019, UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin Al Nahyan has conferred on 
Indian PM Narendra Modi, the Zayed Medal, the highest decoration awarded to 
kings, presidents and heads of the states. He received the honour in appreciation 
of his efforts in maintaining strategic ties with UAE. 


"My struggle is to bring ‘life’ in 'file’."- Narendra Modi 


NARENDRA MODI: SCHEMES LAUNCHED 
Narendra Modi biography also consists of schemes launched under his tenure. 


Pradhan Mantri Jan Dnan Yojana for financial inclusion. 
Swachch Bharat Mission for better sanitation facilities and cleaning public places. 
Mudra Bank Yojana for banking services for Medium and Small Enterprises. “ 


Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana to provide skill training to the young 
workforce. 


Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana to strengthen rural infrastructure. 

Make in India to enhance the manufacturing sector. 

Garib Kalyan Yojana to address the welfare needs of the poor. 

E-Basta an online learning forum. 

Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana for financial empowerment of the girl child. 

Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat to enhance children's reading, writing and 
mathematical skills. 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana provides LPG to families living as BPL. 
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Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana to increase the efficiency in irrigation. 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana is a scheme that provides insurance against 
crop failure. 

ALPG subsidy scheme is Pahal. 


DDU-Grameen Kaushalya Yojana provides vocational training to the rural youth as 
a part of 'Skill India' mission. 


Nayi Manzil Yojana is a skill-based training given to Madrasa students. 
Stand Up India will supportwomen and SC/ST, entrepreneurs. 
Atal Pension Scheme is a pension scheme for unorganised sector employees. 


Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana scheme provides insurance against 
accident. 


Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana provides life insurance. 

Sagar Mala Project scheme is for developing portinfrastructure. 

Smart Cities Project (helps in building urban infrastructure. 

Rurban Mission scheme will provide modern facilities in villages. 

Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana provides affordable housing for all. 
JanAushadhi Scheme is a scheme that provides affordable medicines. 
Digital India fora digitally equipped nation and economy. 

Digilocker for securing documents online. 

School Nursery Yojana is an afforestation program by and for young citizens. 


= Gold Monetization Scheme involves gold stocks lying idle in households in the 
economy. 
"People's blessings give you the power to work tirelessly. The only thing required is 
commitment." -Narendra Modi 

BOOKS WRITTEN BY NARENDRA MODI 

Some books are also written by PM Narendra Modi. Let us have alook! 

a Exam Warriors in English and Hindi 

O journey: Poems by Narendra Modi 

= Jyotipunj in English and Hindi 

= Premtirth 

a Social Harmony 

O Samajik Samrasta 

= Nayanam Idam Dhanayam: Poems By Narendra Modi (Sanskrit). Author Narendra > 
Modi and Rajalakshmi Srinivasan. 

= Sakshi Bhaav 

= Abode of Love 

= Cintanaik Kalanjiyam: Poems By Narendra Modi (Tamil) by Narendra Modi and 
Rajalakshmi Srinivasan 

= Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas - Marathi by Narendra Modi, Ajay Koutikwar 


= The Great Himalayan Climb: Story of the 1965 Indian Expedition's Record- 
Breaking Triumph of Everest by Narendra Modi and Capt. M.S. Kohli 
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From Crippling Emotions to Can-Do Attitude!: Counter Negativity and Create 
Energy in Five Smart Steps by Narendra Modi and Jayapriya 


Convenient Action: Gujarat's Response To Challenges Of Climate Change 
Nayan He Dhanya Re ! by Narendra Modi and Jayashree Joshi 

Setubandh 

ConvenientAction-Continuity For Change 

Aapaatkaal Mein Gujarat 

Ek Soch Dharm Ki by Jagdish Upasane and Narendra Modi 

Bhavyatra f 


The 37th Singapore Lecture: India's Singapore Story (The Singapore Lecture 
Series) 


Janiye Mere Bare Me (Hindi Edition) 

Great Is The Eye by Narendra Modi Trans: Dr. Ram Sharma 
Education Is Empowerment 

Sakshibhav 

Aankh Ye Dhanya Hai by Narendra Modi Trans : Dr. Anjana Sandhir 
Kalviye Mahasakthi 

Divine India 

Shikshanave Sabalikarana 
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= Dr. Hedgewar Ji Ki Jivanjali (Hindi Edition) 
a Samajik Samrasata (Marathi) etc... 
"Ones we decide we have to do something, we can go miles ahead." 

— Narendra Modi 
Narendra Modi no doubt is an inspiration to the youth and also to all the people of the 
country. After so many hardships today, he is a successful politician and PM of India. 
The Prime Minister is the leader of the Cabinet Ministers. The main executive powers 
of the government are vested in the Prime Minister only. This is all about Narendra 
Modi's early life, political career, awards etc. in the form of Narendra Modi biography in 
short. 
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Lal Krishna Advani 
Born 08 November 1927 


ABOUT LK ADVANI 


Lal Krishna Advani, a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party, is one of the senior-most 
leaders in Indian politics today. One of the eminent figures in Indian politics over the 
last few decades, he remained the Leader of Opposition in the 10th and 14th Lok 
Sabha or the lower house of the Parliament. His seniority and vast experience in 
Indian politics are evident from the fact that he played key roles both as a ruling party 
member and also as member of largest opposition party in the Lok Sabha. During the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government from 
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1998 to 2004, under the Prime Ministership of Atal Behari Vajpayee, Advani served as 
Home Minister and later as Deputy Prime Minister. This veteran leader walked the 
path of politics as a volunteer or sevak of a right-wing Hindu nationalist organization, 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. 


LAL KRISHNA ADVANI FAMILY 

Lal Krishna Advani was born on 8 November 4927 in Karachi (now in Pakistan) to Shri 
Kishinchand Advani and Gyanidevi. His family belonged to the Amil branch of Sindhi 
Hindus. The Amils were traditionally revenue officials who assisted the Munshis of the 
Muslim kings. They were a very renowned clan in Sindh and with time they dominated 
government jobs and professions in the area. His grandfather, Shri Dharamdas 
Khubchand Advani, a scholar of Sanskrit, was the principal of a government high 
school. His father was a businessman. 

L. K. Advani completed his schooling in 1942 from one of the most highly rated schools 
in Karachi at that time, St. Patrick's High School for Boys. He was a very good student. 
In 1942 he joined Dayaram Gidumal National College, Hyderabad (now in Pakistan). 
By this time the Quit india Movement was in full swing. He later completed his 
graduation in Law from Government Law College under Mumbai University. The 
Partition forced his family, like millions of others, to migrate to independent India. He 
married Kamalaji on 25 February 4965. Kamalaji had also migrated from Karachi. She 
worked in the General Post Office and was also a social welfare worker. They have a 
son Jayant, who is a businessman, and a daughter Pratibha, who is a well known 


television personality. 
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LK ADVANI'S PROFESSIONAL LIFE AND ENTRY IN POLITICS 


Atthe age of 14 years after his matriculation, Advani moved to Hyderabad as his father 
shifted base to Hyderabad from Karachi. Here he used to play tennis. One of his 
regular partners, Murli Mukhi, who was already a sevak of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), introduced him to the organization. Inspired by their 
ideals of patriotism, discipline and various trainings imparted, Lal Krishna Advani 
joined the RSS and became a swayamsevak of the sangh. 


At the age of seventeen he took his first job as a teacher of Mathematics, Science, 
History and English in Model High School in Karachi, now in Pakistan. 
In 1943, just after a year he joined the RSS, he was sent to Indore for his first Officers' 
Training Camp. It is mandatory for a sevak of the RSS to undergo training before 
holding any responsible position of the sangh. Thereafter he went to Ahmedabad and 
Nagpur to complete second and third years of training respectively. To start with, he 
looked after activities of the sangh in Alwar city, and was extended afterwards to the 
entire district and the neighbouring Bharatpur District. In 1947 he became the 
Secretary of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh in Karachi. 


POLITICAL JOURNEY OF LK ADVANI 


= In 1947 L. K. Advani was elected as Secretary of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
of Karachi wing. 


~ 1951 he became the member of Bharatiya Jana Sangh, founded by Shri Shyama 
Prasad Mookerjee. 


= From 1966 to 1967, he was the leader of Bharatiya Jan Sangh. 
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From 1970 to 1976, he was the member of Rajya Sabha from Delhi. 

In 1973, L. K. Advani was elected President of Bharatiya Jana Sangh. 

He again became Rajya Sabha member from Gujarat from 1976 to 1982. 

In 1977, with the dissolution of Jana Sangh, Advani, along with veteran leader Shri 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. enrolled in the Janata Party. 

In 1977 Janata Party won Lok Sabha elections and Morarji Desai became the new 
Prime Minister of India. Atal Bihari Vajpayee became the Foreign Minister and L.K. 
Advani became the Minister of information and Broadcasting. 

From January 1980 to April 1980, he was the Leader of Opposition in the Rajya 
Sabha. 

He was appointed the General Secretary of Bharatiya Janata Party in 1980 and 
held the position till 1986. 

In 1982, re-elected to Rajya Sabha for the third term. 

In 1986 he became the President of Bharatiya Janata Party and held the post until 
1991. 

In 1988, he was re-elected as member of Rajya Sabha for the fourth term. 

In 1989, L. K. Advani was elected as member in the 9th Lok Sabha. 

From 1989 to 1991 he was the Leader of Bharatiya Janata Party's Parliamentary 
Party in the Lok Sabha. l 

From 1990 to 1991 he was the Chairman of Review the Lok Sabha Secretariat 
Committee according to Recruitment and Conditions Rules 1955. 
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In 1991 he was elected as member of 10th Lok Sabha for the second term. 
From 1991 to 1993 He was the Leader of Opposition. 
From 1993 to 1998 he again became the President of the Bharatiya Janata Party. 
In 1998, he was elected as member of the 12th Lok Sabha for the third term. 
From 1998 to 1999 he was the Union Cabinet Minister of Home Affairs 
In 1999 re-elected as member of 13th Lok Sabha for the fourth term. 


From October 1999 to May 2004 He was the Union Cabinet Minister of Home 
Affairs 


From 29 June 2002 to May 2004 he was the Deputy Prime Minister. 


From 1 July 2002 to 25 August 2002 he was the Union Cabinet Minister of 
Personnel, Pensions and Public Grievances (additional charge). 

In 2004, Lal Krishna Advani was re-elected for the fifth term in the 14th Lok Sabha, 
becoming the Leader of Opposition. 


From 5 August 2006 to May 2009 he was the member of Committee on Home 
Affairs. 

In 2009. he was re-elected to the 15th Lok Sabha for the sixth term. 

From May 2009 to 21 December 2009 he was the Leader of Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha. 

On 4 August 2009 he was selected as Member of Committee on Installation of 


Portraits/Statues of National Leaders and Parliamentarians of Parliament House 
Complex. 
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On 31 August 2009 he became the Member of Committee of Home Affairs. 


On 15 December 2009, he became Member of Joint Parliamentary Committee on 
Maintenance of Heritage Character and Development of Parliament House 
Complex. 

On 10 June 2013, to everyone's surprise, Advani resigned from all the posts held 
by him, following Narendra Modi's elevation to other important posts on 9 June 
2013. He expressed his concerns saying that Bharatiya Janata Party is no longer 
the idealistic party as it was created by Shyama Prasad Mookerjee, Nanaji 
Deshmukh, Deendayal Upadhyaya and Atal Bihari Vajpayee. However, after 
intervention and assurance from senioy leader Rajnath Singh that the party would 
address and look into his concerns, L. K. Advani withdrew his resignation 


RATH YATRAS -LK ADVANI AS THE ETERNAL YATRIOR CHARIOTEER 


a Ram Rath Yatra: On 25 September 1990 he started his first Rath Yatra from a 
place called Somnath in Gujarat and reached Ayodhya on 30 October 1990. The 
yatra was linked with Ram Janmabhoomi - Babri Masjid at Ayodhya, mainly 
focusing on secularism and communalism debate. It was stopped by Mulayam 
Singh Yadav in Uttar Pradesh, who also ordered shooting of the kar sewaks. 

Janadesh Yatra: Four Yatras started on 11 September 1993 from four corners of 
country, covering 14 States and two Union Territories. Advani led it from Mysore 
and on 25 September the yatris assembled at Bhopal in a massive rally. The 
purpose of this activity was to seek people's mandate against the Representation 
of People (Amendment) Bill and Constitution 80th Amendment Bill. 


`~ 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


y 
~ ~ s A = = 
e Ne - 


= Swarna Jayanti Rath Yatra:In this yatra L.K. Advani travelled across India from 
May to July 1997. The purpose of the yatra was to celebrate 50 years of Indian 
Independence and to project Bharatiya Janata Party as a party committed to good 
governance. 


» Bharat Uday Yatra: Held before the 2004 Lok Sabha Elections as a run-up. 


=" Bharat Suraksha Yatra: A nationwide political campaign was launched by the party 
from 6 April 2006 to 10 May 2006 where two yatras took place. One was led by Lal 
Krishna Advani from Dwaraka in Gujarat to Delhi and the other was led by Rajnath 
Singh from Puri in Odisha to Delhi. The purpose of the yatra was to focus on left 
wing terrorism, corruption, minority politics, price rise and protection of democracy 

= Jan Chetna Yatra: It was launched on 11 October 2011 from Sitab Diara, Bihar, the 


purpose of which was to mobilize public opinion against corruption of the UPA 
government 


L.K. ADVANI ELECTIONS RESULT 


Year Constituency State Status 
2014 Gandhinagar Gujarat Won 
2009 Gandhinagar Gujarat Won 


LK ADVANI BOOKS 


= My Country My Life, an autobiographical by L.K. Advani, which was released by 
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam on 19 March 2008 
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= LalKrishna Advani: New Approaches to Security and Development 
a LalKrishna Advani: A Prisoner's Scrap-Book 
AWARDS WON BY LK ADVAN! 


Lal Krishna Advani was conferred with Outstanding Parliamentarian Award in 1999 
by Indian Parliamentary Group. 
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Muppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu 
Born 01 July 1949 


ABOUT VENKAIAH NAIDU 


A student leader and a vociferous orator, Muppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu is 
prominent personality in the Indian politics. He is the Vice President of India. He 
has been interested ir politics since childhood. The plight of the common man, poor 
and the downtrodden are very well understood by Shri Naidu. He has worked hard for 
the people of his community and launched several schemes and a social service 
organisation "Swarna Bharath Trust” to serve the poor and the down trodden of his 
home town Nellore. He works poignantly for the concerns of the common man since 
his lower class family root enables him to empathies with the common man. 
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FAMILY AND PERSONAL BACKGROUND OF VENKAIAH NAIDU 


M.Venkaiah Naidu was born on July 1st, 1949 to Late Shri Rangaiah Naidu and Smt. 
Ramanamma. He was born to agriculturist parents at Chavatapalem, a remote village 
in the Nellore district of Andhra Pradesh. On 14th July,1971 Shri. Venkaiah Naidu 
married Smt. Usha and they are blessed with a daughter and a son. He could deeply 
empathize with the problems of the common man especially the farmers and the 
people belonging to the backward class, as he himself belonged to the lower class 
family. He encouraged the party to adopt the slogan "Back to Villages". Since 
childhood Shri Venkaiah Naidu was interested in politics. He attended V.R. High 
School and in 1973 joined the ABVP as a student leader. Because of his outspoken 
nature and great communication skill Shri Naidu gained immense popularity. 


EDUCATION 

Shri Venkaiah Naidu's interest in politics is unsurpassable. He was interested in 
politics since childhood. He attended V.R. High School, Nellore. He pursued 
Bachelors degree in politics and diplomatic studies from V.R. College. From Andhra 
University College of Law, Visakhapatnam , Shri Naidu later on acquired a Bachelors 
degree in law with specialization in International Law. Being a vociferous orator he 
joined the BJP in his college days and was a swayamsevak in Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh. Shri Naidu is an avid reader and has published several articles 
in public and political interests. He has even authored a book titled Aluperugan! 


Galam, Viraamamerugani Payanam. 
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POLITICAL CAREER OF VENKAIAH NAIDU 


A brilliant orator and with a keen interest in politics, Shri Naidu joined ABVP as a 
student leader in 1973. He came into the spotlight for his prominent role in the Jai 
Andhra Movement of 1972. Shri Naidu protested against the Emergency, fought for 
the fundamental rights and was even imprisoned during the dark days of Emergency. 
He was a swayam sevak in the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and joined ABVP 
during his college days. Its the second time that Shri Venkaiah Naidu has served as 
the Cabinet Minister. He served as the National President of BJP from 2002 to 2004. In 
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government Shri Venkaiah Naidu was the Union Cabinet 
Minister for Rural Development (2002). To change the face of rural India, he had 
chalked out a three pronged Strategy. By 2004, Shri Naidu had also setup 14 lakh 
Women's self help groups. He served as the Minister of Housing and Urban Poverty 
Alleviation, Urban Development and Information and Broadcasting in the cabinet of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. During his tenure he has launched several schemes 
and reforms for the development of the rural class. Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojna 
was one such scheme. He tried to rope in many multi national companies pertaining to 
rural development. Shri Venkaiah Naidu even initiated "Swarna Bharath Trust", a 
social service organization to serve the poor and the down trodden of his home town 
Nellore. He was nominated by the BJP for Rajya Sabha from Rajasthan and was 
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elected. He fought against the forces of oppression and corruption. His contributed 
significantly towards the cause of the farmers, rural people and towards the 
development of the backward areas. He was the Minister of Urban Development, 
Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation and Parliamentary Affairs from 2014-2017. He 
served as the Minister of Information and Broadcasting from 2016-2017 Recently he 
has won the Vice-Presidential Elections which were held on August 5th,2017. 


APART FROM POLITICS 

During his tenure, he launched many reforms and schemes for the development of the 
tural classes. One such scheme was ‘Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana’. He also 
tried to rope in multinational companies for the various projects related to rural 
development. To serve the poor and downtrodden of his hometown Nellore, Naidu 
initiated a social service organisation called ‘Swarna Bharath Trust’. The trust provides 
education to the needy children. It also imparts employment training to women and the 
youth. 


POLITICAL JOURNEY OF VENKAIAH NAIDU 


" Hewas the President of youth wing of Janata Party from 1 


Member of Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly for two con 
1978 to 1985. 


He became the General Secretary of the party inAndhra Pr 
he was appointed as the president of the state party. 
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Naidu was thrice elected to Rajya Sabha from Karnataka and served a period from 
1998 to 2014. 


Naidu served as a Minister of Rural Development from 2000 to 2002, 
In 2002 he was appointed as the National Party President. 


On May 26, 2014, Naidu took oath as the Union Minister of 
and Parliamentary Affairs. 


On August 5, 2017, Shri Mu 
President of India. 


Urban Development 


Ppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu got elected as the Vice- 
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Murli Manohar Joshi 
Born 05 January 1934 


* 5 an Indian politician. He is a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of which 
| he was the President between 1991 and 1993, and the former Member of Farnament 
for Kanpur parliamentary constituency. He was formerly a professor of Physics in 
Allahabad University. He was one of the key leader of the BJP. Joshi later became the 
Union Human Resources Development minister in the National Domocraic Aleme 
government. Joshi was awarded Padma Vibhushan, the second-highest civilian 


award, in 2017 by the Governmentof India. 
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EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION 


Joshi was born on 5 January 1934, hailing from the Kumaon Hills region of Almora 
northern India which today form a part of the state of Uttarakhand. Joshi had his early 
education in Chandpur, District Bijnore and Almora . He completed his B.Sc. from 
Meerut College and M.Sc. from Allahabad University. Here one of his teachers was 
Professor Rajendra Singh, who later became the RSS Sanghchalak. He did his 
doctorate from Allahabad University. The subject of his doctoral thesis was 
spectroscopy. He published a research paper in Physics in Hindi, which was a first of 


its kind. After completing his PhD, Joshi started teaching Physics at Allahabad 
University. 


POLITICS AND ACTIVISM 


Joshi came in contact with the RSS in Delhi at a young age and took part in the Cow 
Protection Movement in 1953-54, in the Kumbh Kisan Andolan of UP in 1955, 
demanding halving of land revenue assessment. During the Emergency period 
(1975-1977) in India, Joshi was in jail from 26 June 1975 until the Lok Sabha elections 
in 1977. He was elected Member of Parliament from Almora. When the Janata Party 
(which then included his party) came to power forming the first non-Congress 
govemment in Indian history, Joshi was elected General Secretary of the Janata 
Parliamentary Party. After the fall of the government, his party came out of Janata 
Party in 1980, and formed the Bharatiya Janata Party or the BJP. Joshi first looked 
after the Central Office as a General Secretary and later became Party Treasurer. As 
General Secretary of BJP, he was directly in charge of Bihar, Bengal and North- 
Eastern States. Later, when BJP formed a government in India under Atal Bihari 
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Vajpayee, Joshi served as the Human Resource Development Minister in the cabinet. 


Joshi is known to have been influenced by the life and work of Babasaheb Ambedkar, 
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule and Deendayal Upadhyaya. Joshi was a three-term M.P. from 
Allahabad before he was defeated in the Lok Sabha elections of May 2004. He won 
election to the 15th Lok Sabha from Varanasi as a BJP candidate. He also served as 
the home minister for 13 days government in 1996. Joshi was appointed as Chairman 
of the Manifesto Preparation Board of the BJP in 2009. He was honoured as “Proud 
Past Alumni" of Allahabad University by Allahabad University Alumni Association. He 
was a sitting MP from Varanasi and he vacated that seat for Narendra Modi in 2014 
Lok Sabha Elections. He later contested from Kanpur and won from the constituency 


by amargin of 2.23 lac votes. 
AWARDS AND HONOURS 
Padma Vibhushan (2017) 
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Amit Anil Chandra Shah 
Born 22 October 1964 


į S an Indian politician currentiy serving as the Minister of Home Affairs. He served as 
line President of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) from 2014 to 2020. He was elected 
to the lower house of Parliament, Lok Sabha, in the 2019 Indian general elections from 
Gandhinagar. Earlier, he had been elected as a member of the upper house of 
Parliament, Rajya Sabha, from Gujarat in 2017. Sworn in at the age of 54, he is the 


youngest serving full-time Home Minister. He is the chief strategist of the BJP and a 
close aide to Narendra Modi. 


During his college days, Shah was a member of the ABVP, the student wing of the 
RSS. At the age of 18, he secured a position in the ABVP and joined the BJP in 1987. 
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Shah was first elected in Gujarat as the MLA for a seat partly covering Ahmedabad, 
Sarkhej in 1997 (a by-election). He continued to hold it in the 1998, 2002 and 2007 
elections until the seat's dissolution in 2008; he then got elected from the nearby 
Naranpura in 2012. As a close associate of Chief Minister Narendra Modi, he held 
executive portfolios in the Gujarat state government. 

Shah was the BJP's in-charge for India's largest and politically most crucial state, Uttar 
Pradesh, during the 2014 Lok Sabha elections. The BJP and its allies won 73 out of 80 
seats. As a result, Shah rose to national prominence and was appointed as the party's 
national president in July 2014. 

He has played an organizing and membership-promotional role in the elections of 
many states since 2014. In his initial two years, the BJP achieved success in 
Legislative Assembly elections in Maharashtra, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, 
Jharkhand and Assam but lost ground in Delhi and the large eastern state of Bihar in 
2015. 

In 2017, he was partly credited with the party victories in Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Gujarat and Manipur, but the Akali-BJP alliance lost power in the larger Punjab 
election. In 2018, the party lost power in the states of Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh. A year later, the BJP won 303 seats to get a majority in the 2019 
Indian general election under Shah's leadership. 


EARLY LIFE 
Shah was born in Mumbai on 22 October 1964. He came from a Gujarati Hindu 


Vaishnava family, who were Baniyas. His great grandfather was the Nagarseth 
(Capital city chief of the small state of Mansa. His father, Anil Chandra Shah, a 
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businessman from Mansa, owned a successful PVC pipe business. He went to school 
in Mehsana and moved to Ahmedabad to study biochemistry at CU Shah Science 
College. He graduated with a BSc degree in biochemistry and then worked for his 
father's business. He also worked as a stockbroker and in co-operative banks in 
Ahmedabad. 

Shah was involved with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) since childhood; 
he participated in the neighbourhood shakhas (branches) as a boy. He formally 
became an RSS swayamsevak {volunteer) during his college days in Ahmedabad. He 
first met Narendra Modi in 1982 through the Ahmedabad RSS circles. At that time, 
Moal was an RSS pracharak (propagator), working as in-charge of youth activities in 
the city. 

EARLY POLITICAL CAREER 

Entry into politics 


Shah started his political career as a leader of the student wing of the RSS, the Akhil 
983. He joined BJP in 1987, one year before Modi 


l ivistof the BJP's youth wing, Bharatiya Janata Yuva 
Morcha (BJYM), in 1987. He gradually rose in the BJYM hierarchy, in which he held 


In 1995, the BJP formed its first 


As government in Gujarat, with Keshubhai Patel as Chief 
Minister. At that time, the India 


n National Congress, the BJP's main rival, was highly 
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influential in rural Gujarat. Modi and Shah worked together to eliminate Congress in 
the rural areas. Their strategy was to find the second-most influential leader in every 
village and get them to join the BJP. They created a network of 8,000 influential rural 
leaders who had lost elections to the pradhan (village chief) post in various villages. 
Modi and Shah used the same strategy to reduce Congress’ influence over the state's 
powerful co-operatives, which played an important role in the. state's economy. In 
1999, Shah was elected as the president of the Ahmedabad District Cooperative Bank 
(ADCB), the biggest cooperative bank in India. In Gujarat, such elections had 
traditionally been won on caste considerations, and the co-operative banks had 
traditionally been controlled by Patels, Gaderias and Kshatriyas. Despite not 
belonging to any of these castes, Shah won the election. At that time, the bank was on 
the verge of collapse, as they had accumulated losses of %36 crores. Shah turned 
around the bank's fortune within a year; the following year, the bank registered a profit 
of %27 crores. By 2014, its profit had increased to around %250 crores. Shah also 
ensured that 11 of the bank's 22 directors were BJP loyalists. 

Modi and Shah also sought to reduce Congress’ hold over sports bodies in the state. 
Shah served as the president of the Gujarat State Chess Association. In 2009, he 
became the vice-president of the profitable Gujarat Cricket Association (GCA), while 
Modi served as its president. In 2014, after Modi became Prime Minister of India, Shah 


became the president of GCA. 

Modi, who had become a general secretary in the party's state unit by the early 1990s, 
used his influence to get bigger roles for Shah. He convinced Patel to appoint Shah as 
the chairman of the Gujarat State Financial Corporation, a public sector financial 
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institution that finances small and medium-scale enterprises. After Shankersinh 
Vaghela and some other leaders complained about Modi's growing popularity in the 
Gujarat government, the party leadership moved Modi out of Gujarat to the BJP 


headquarters in Delhi. During this time (1995-2001), Shah served as Modi's 
confidante in Gujarat. 


In 1997, Modi lobbied to get Shah a BJP ticket for the Gujarat Legislative Assembly by- 
election in Sarkhej. Shah became an MLA in February 1997 after winning the by- 
election. He retained his seat in the 1998 Assembly elections. 


In October 2001, the BJP replaced Keshubhai Patel with Narendra Modi as the chief 
minister of Gujarat after allegations of inefficient administration. Over the next few 
years, Modi and Shah gradually sidelined their political rivals. 

Shah contested the 2002 Assembly election from the Sarkhej constituency in 
Ahmedabad. He won by the highest margin among all candidates, with 158,036 votes. 
He improved his margin of victory in the 2007 Assembly election, in which he won from 
Sarkhej again. 

During Modi's twelve-year tenure as the Gujarat CM, Shah emerged as one of the 
most powerful leaders in Gujarat. After winning the 2002 elections, he became the 
youngest minister in the Modi government and was given multiple portfolios. At one 
time, he held 12 portfolios: Home, Law and Justice, Prison, Border Security, Civil 
Defence, Excise, Transport, Prohibition, Home Guards, Gram Rakshak Dal, Police 
Housing and Legislative and Parliamentary Affairs. 

In 2004, the Congress-led government announced its intention to repeal the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act, which they called regressive. Shah piloted the Gujarat 
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Control of Organised Crime (Amendment) Bill through the Gujarat State Assembly 
amid an opposition walk-out. 

Shah also played an important role in convincing the Modi government to pass the 
Gujarat Freedom of Religion Bill, which made religious conversions difficult in the 
state of Gujarat. 


RISE IN NATIONAL POLITICS 

The Vice President and Chairman, Rajya Sabha, M. Venkaiah Naidu administering 
the oath as Member, Rajya Sabha to Amit Shah. 

After Modi became the prime-ministerial candidate of the BJP, Shah's influence also 
increased in the party. They had been accused of sidelining other BJP leaders, such 
as Lal Krishna Advani, Sushma Swaraj, Murli Manohar Joshi and Jaswant Singh. By 
this time, Shah had gained recognition as an excellent election campaign manager 
and was dubbed a "modern-day Chanakya and master strategist". Shah was 
appointed as a BJP general secretary and given charge of Uttar Pradesh (UP). He was 
chosen not by Modi, but by Rajnath Singh, who had been impressed by the skills Shah 
displayed in wresting control of various Congress-controlled organizations in Gujarat. 
The decision did not go down well with many of the party members, who sawhimasa ~ 
liability owing to the criminal charges against him. Political analysts such as Shekhar 
Gupta termed the decision as a blunder. 


UTTAR PRADESH GENERAL ELECTIONS 
Shah's political career, which had declined after his arrest in 2010, revived after the 
BJP's victory in the 2014 general election. In Uttar Pradesh, where Shah was the in- 


F 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BUP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


=- > = Seve = m4 Wy. 2 —- — a 


> 


charge, the BJP and its allies won 73 out of 80 seats. Shah had been made in-charge 
of the BJP's campaign in Uttar Pradesh on 12 June 2013, less than a year before the 
elections. Since February 2012, Shah had spent considerable time in Uttar Pradesh, 
where he tried to understand the reasons for the Samajwadi Party's victory in the 2012 
UP Assembly elections. Shah realized the voters were dissatisfied with the Samajwadi 
Party, which he believed had failed to keep its election promises after the win. He also 
took advantage of the OBC voters' displeasure with the UP government's decision to 
create a 4.5% reservation for the minorities within the 27% OBC quota in government 
jobs and education. 
Shah oversaw the candidate selection, emphasizing the candidate's local popularity 
and winning potential as the only criteria for selection, as opposed to the candidate's 
party loyalty or ideology. His team estimated that only 35% of the BJP's traditional 
supporters had voted in the UP elections. Therefore, he focused on door-to-door 
campaigning at the booth-level. He set up a 7-to-10 member management committee 
for each of the 140,000 voting booths in the state. For each booth, his team collated 
lists of voters and reached out to them. Shah's team used 450 GPS-enabled mobile 
vans (video raths) to reach out to the masses in remote areas, where media reach was 
negligible. Shah covered 76 out of the 80 Lok Sabha constituencies. He also insisted 
on Modi contesting election from Varanasi. 
Shah convinced Modi to utilize RSS volunteer. 
proved highly beneficial for the BJP. Although t 
electioneering, Shah used its volunteers to mob 
example, the RSS volunteers would cross-ch 
targeted a given number of households. Shah 
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s for grassroots campaigning, which 

he RSS officially were not involved in 

ilize and monitor the campaigners. For 

eck a BJP worker's claims of having 

also helped organize "mega rallies" for 
Z See 


Modi. Like other major political parties, the BJP provisioned one van per village to 
transport people to the rally venue. However, unlike others, Shah decided that the BUP 
would not provide money for hiring these vehicles. Instead, he declared that the party 
workers organizing the transportation would be the leaders of the BJP units in their 
villages. This strategy ensured several local village leaders developed a stake in 
Modi's victory. 

Critics accused Shah of trying to polarize the UP voters along the religious lines. While 
visiting Ayodhya for a meeting with the party's local committee, he raised the Ayodhya 
dispute. The BJP fielded three candidates accused of inciting violence during the 2013 
Muzaffarnagar riots. These were seen as attempts to target the party's Hindu 
nationalist base. An FIR was registered against Shah for a speech in Muzaffarnagar, 
where he urged the voters to seek "revenge" through their votes. He also took 
advantage of Shia Muslim antipathy towards Sunni Muslims in Lucknow. 

Shah also played an important role in the BJP's election campaigning strategy outside 
Uttar Pradesh. He focused on building Modi's image as a strong leader. At times, he 
everal strategic campaigning issues. For example, when 
Modi praised his opponent and prospective post-poll ally Mamata Banerjee, Shah 
insisted that the BUP must not divert from the "Modi-versus-all" tactic. Shah was also 
responsible for forging the BJP's alliances with regional parties like Pattali Makkal 


Katchi. 


PRESIDENT OF THE BJP (2014-2019) j 
In July 2014, the BJP's central parliamentary board unanimously approved Shah's 


opposed even Modi on s 


appointment as president of the party. He was reelected as the party's president 
unanimously on 24 January 2016. After becoming party president, Shah started an 
aggressive membership drive, and by March 2015, the BJP had claimed 100 million 
members. 


In 2014 to 2016, the BJP achieved success in Legislative Assembly elections in 
Maharashtra, Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand and Assam but lost the 
elections in Delhi and Bihar. i 


Shah also spearheaded campaigning in the 2017 assembly elections, which resulted 
in the party's success in Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. This was the BJP's greatest 
run in recent elections; they won 312 seats out of 403. The BJP also progressed in 
Manipur. The BJP won the 2017 Gujarat Legislative Assembly polls for a record six 
times and wrested power from Congress during the 2017 Himachal Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly polls. In March 2018, the BJP won for the first time in the left- 
ruled north-eastern state of Tripura, where they won two-thirds of the votes. The BJP 
also made gains in Nagaland and Meghalaya and formed a government in both states 
with its allies. 

Shah led the BJP to victory in the 2019 Indian general election; he became the most 
successful BJP president. During the election campaign, he visited 312 of the 543 Lok 
Sabha constituencies, holding 18 roadshows, 161 public meetings and over 1,500 
BJP meetings. Shah had given BJP workers a seemingly audacious target of crossing 
300 seats (Ab ki Baar 300 paar) an initiative he called “Mission 300 Par”. The mission 


was accomplished under his leadership as party president cementing BJP undisputed 
king of India’s political terrain. ; 
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He is an admirer of Chanakya and often referred to as a modern-day Chanakya, who 
had skillfully replaced the Nanda dynasty by the young Chandragupta Maurya. 
Responding to questions about a portrait of Chanakya at his New Delhi residence in 
2016, he said: "[I admire] Chanakya because he was knowledgeable. His sutras are 
eternal. Economics, politics, the problem of governance are all there.” The Bhagavata 
Puranais another of his favourite books, which he studied when he was in prison. 


UNION CABINET MINISTER 
Minister of Home Affairs ’ 
Amit Shah, Union Home Minister taking charge of office, in New D 
The Union Home Secretary, Rajiv Gauba is also seen. 
Amit Shah taking charge as the Union Minister for Hom 
June 2019 

Shah took oath as Cabinet Minister on 30 May 2019 and took office as Minister of 
Home Affairs on 1 June 2019. On 5 August 2019, Shah moved a resolution to scrap 
Article 370 in the Rajya Sabha and divide the state of Jammu and Kashmir into two, 
with Jammu and Kashmir serving as one of the union territories, and Ladakh serving 
as a separate union territory. 
In September 2019, Shah talked about how India needs one unifying language; he 
said the Hindi language should be spoken to unite the country and represent India in 
the world. In a tweet, he also appealed the Indians to increase the use of the Hindi 
language. 

On 19 November 2019, Shah declared in the Rajya Sabh 
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elhion 1 June 2019. 


e Affairs, in New Delhi on 1 


a of the Indian parliament 


that the National Register of Citizens (NRC) would be implemented throughout the 
country. 


PERSONAL LIFE 


Shah is married to Sonal Shah and the couple have a son named Jay. Shah's mother 
died from an illness on 8 June 2010. People close to Shah have described him as 


ps - 
Jagat Prakash Nadda 
Born 02 December 1960 


bout Jagat Prakash Nadda Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) National See 

Secretary and a Rajya Sabha MP from Himachal Pradesh, Jagat RAKEN NaS a 
(JP Nadda) is known as a master strategist in his party. Other than Amit Shah, e es 
also measured as one of the strongest candidates for the post of BJP President. Jus 
like Amit Shah, he is also considered as a quintessential organisational man and has 
been instrumental in several major decisions of the party. Nadda has recently been 
included in the Union Cabinet by Prime Minister Narendra Modi as Health Minister 


replacing Dr Harsh Vardhan. 
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EARLY LIFE OF JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA 


Born in Patna on 2nd December, 1960, Nadda entered politics in the year 1975 when 
he joined the then ongoing Sampurna Kranti (total revolution) movement started by 
Jayaprakash Narayan (JP) movement against the autocratic rule of the then prime 
minister Indira Gandhi. 


Nadda later joined Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), the youth wing of 
Bharatiya Janata Party, while he was studying in Patna University and entered student 
politics. His father NL Nadda was Vice Chancellor of Patna University. 


Ona ticket of the ABVP, he won election as Secretary, Patna university students union 
in 1977. Simultaneously, he also got actively involved in the day-to-day workings of 
ABVP and worked on several positions. After graduating from the Patna University, 
Nadda completed his Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) degree from the Himachal University. 
Nadda has been a sports enthusiast also and during his school days, he got a chance 
to represent Bihar in a swimming championship held at Delhi. He is married to Dr 
Mallika Nadda, who is daughter of Lok Sabha MP from Jabalpur (in Madhya Pradesh), 
Jayshree Banerjee. Mallika is a professor of history at the Himachal Pradesh 
University. She has also been a member of ABVP, the student wing of BJP. From 1988 
to 1999, she was also its national general secretary. 


POLITICAL CAREER OF JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA 


In 1987, Nadda had to face a 45-day detention for organising an anti-government 


Sea against the ruling Congress Party by forming a Rashtriya Sangharsh 
orcha. 
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During the Lok Sabha Polls held in the year 1989, he was assigned a major 
responsibility as election in-charge of the BJP's youth wing when he was just j 
29 years old. Moving ahead, just three years later in 1991, he was made National 
Presidentof Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha atthe young age of 31 ee a 

bly elections from his home state Himachal Pradesh and won 
fetes cheese Cabinet Minister in the Himachal Pradesh for three terms — 
from 1993 to1998, 1998 to 2003 and then during 2007-2012 and handled ministries 
such as Forest Environment, Science and Technology. As part of his noted 
achievements, Nadda has been known as a minister who effectively establisneg 
forest police stations in the state to curb forest crimes. He has also been coe 7 o 
boosting the green cover in Shimla and for the purpose he remains engag 
launching several tree plantation drives in the state. : 
J P Nadda has also visited several countries including Costa Rica, Greece, Turkey, 
UK, Canada, etc as part of different delegations representing India. E 
In 2012 he got elected to the Rajya Sabha. He has also been a member o 
Committees on Transport, Tourism and Culture. 
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Nitin Jairam Gadkari 
Born 27 May 1957 


San Indian politician and businessman from Maharashtra who is the current Minister 
Lior Road Transport & Highways and the Minister of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises in the Government of India. Gadkari earlier served as the President of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BUP) from 2009 to 2013. He is also known for his work as the 
Public Works Department Minister of the State of Maharashtra, where, under his 
leadership, a series of roads, highways and flyovers across the state were constructed 
— including the Mumbai-Pune Expressway, India's first six-lane concrete, high-speed 
expressway. Gadkari is closely associated with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS), which is headquartered in his home constituency of Nagpur. He currently 
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represents the Nagpur constituency in the Lok Sabha, and is a lawyer and industrialist 
by occupation. 


BACKGROUND AND EDUCATION , 
Nitin Gadkari was born into a Marathi family in Nagpur, India to Jairam Gadkari and 
Bhanutai Gadkari. During his adolescence, he worked for the Bharatiya Janata Yuva 
Morcha and the student union Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad. He completed 
M.Com. and L.L.B. from Nagpur University. 


POLITICAL CAREER Nan E the 
Nitin Gadkari served as the Minister of Public Works Departmen 
Government of Maharashtra from 1995 to 1999 and restructured it from top to bottom. 
He has served as the president of the Maharashtra state unit of ee oer 
ivatisati i i or investments | 
Gadkari strongly supported privatisation while he campaigne | 
infrastructure fori ER ale firms. He as" ma Sole Hise 
z z on 
investors, contractors, builders and various tra e organisati 
i ; ’ . Subsequently, the state 
dgeted projects towards privatisation i 
covenant alee Re. 7 billion for rural connectivity. Oventne next four van al 
weather road connectivity in Maharashtra was extended to 98% of the population. The 
roject aimed to connect 13,736 remote villages which remained unconnected since 
asa Aenea by road. It also helped ameliorate malnutrition in remote Melghat- 
DAA of Amravati district, which previously had no access to medical aid, ration 


or educational facilities. 


The Union Government appointed him as the Chairman of National Rural Road 
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Development Committee. After a series of meetings and studies, Gadkari submitted 
his report to the central government and gave the presentation to Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
then Prime Minister of India. His new report was accepted and Pradhan Mantri Gram 


Sadak Yojana, an ambitious rural road connecting scheme worth %600 billion, was 
launched. 


Just before the 2014 Maharashtra Assembly Elections, Election Commission of India 
on 6 October 2014 issued a show cause notice to Gadkari for "statements to the effect 
of inducing the voters to take bribe" during campaigning in Maharashtra assembly 
polls. According to the English translation of the speech made by the former BJP 
president in Marathi, he had allegedly said: "Now, Lam watching your faces and | have 
some skill of predicting the future by way of face reading. You have an opportunity of 
"Laxmi darshan" in next 10 days. Special people to get foreign made, ordinary people 
to get local brand. All are Gandhivadis asking for %5000. In these days of inflation, 
keep one thing in mind, eat what you wish and drink what you desire. Keep whatever 
you get. This is the time when illegally earned money can go to poor. Therefore, do not 
Say no to Laxmi. But think while you vote. Your vote should be for the’ development of 
Maharashtra." The Election Commission Said his statement amounts to "abetting and 
promoting the electoral offence of bribery" within the meaning of Section 171 B read 
with Section 171 E of the IPC as it includes offering food, drink or entertainment. 
POSITIONS SERVED 

= Minister, Govt of Maharashtra 


= Chairman, Purti Group of Companies 
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President, Bharatiya Janata Party, Maharashtra State 

Leader of Opposition, Maharashtra Legislative Council 

Former Minister for Public Works Department, Maharashtra State 
Member of Legislative Council , Maharashtra State 

Elected to the Maharashtra Govt. Legislative Council in 1989 from graduates 
constituency, Nagpur Region 

Re-elected in 1990 

Re-elected in 1996 and elected unopposed in 2002 

Inducted in the Maharashtra State Government Cabinet as the Minister for Public 
Works on 27 May 1995 

Member of the High Powered Committee for Privatisation, Government of 
Maharashtra 

Chairman, Maharashtra State Road Development Corporation, India 

Guardian Minister for Nagpur District, Govt. of Maharashtra 

Chairman, Mining policy Implementation Committee, Govt. of Maharashtra 
Chairman, Metropolis Beautification Committee, Govt. of Maharashtra 

Leader of Opposition, Maharashtra Legislative Council, Chairman National Rural 
Road Development Committee 

Chairman, Review Committee of CPWD, Govt. of India 
State President of Bharatiya Janata Party, Maharashtra 
National President of BJP, India 
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AS PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (PWD) 
MINISTER, MAHARASHTRA, 1996-99 


As PWD Minister of Maharashtra, Gadkari played a crucial rule in expediting the 
construction of the Mumbai-Pune Expressway. In 1990, the Government of 
Maharashtra conducted feasibility studies for the new expressway to be operated on a 
toll basis, however, it was only after Gadkari took over as PWD Minister that the 
construction of this project was fast-tracked. Gadkari entrusted the work of the 
construction of Mumbai-Pune expressway to MSRDC in March 1997 on Build- 
Operate-Transfer basis with permission to collect toll for 30 years. The tender notice 
was published in leading newspapers all over India and also on the Internet. Due to the 
wide publicity, 133 tenders were sold and on 18 December 1997, 55 tenders were 
received. After technical and financial evaluation, tenders were accepted and work 
orders were given on 1 January 1998 to four contractors. Thereafter tenders for 
widening of the Khandala and Lonavala-Khandala bypass works were invited. The 
tenders were received on 24 August 1998 and orders were issued on 4 September 
1998. The first sections of the Expressway opened in 2000, and the entire route was 
completed, opened to traffic and made fully operational from April 2002. 


The other major achievement of Gadkari as state minister was the construction of 55 
flyovers in Mumbai, which eased the city traffic problems significantly. 
AS PRESIDENT OF BJP, 2009-2013 


Gadkari was appointed the president of the BJP in December 2009. This was 


considering a tough phase for the BJP as the party had lost two successive Lok Sabha 
elections and needed a quick revamp. 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BUP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


. s - 
-— = = ^ E f < z . z _ 
_ : z ia D ` = 
> x” é ` . Ts 


As party president, right from the start, Gadkari made his agenda very clear. He 
focused almost entirely on the ‘politics of development’. In his book, IndiaAspires, co- 
authored with leading Indian author Tuhin Sinha, Gadkari spells out his development 
ideas for the country in great detail. Increased institutional support to green energy, 
alternate fuel and effective waste management hold special importance in Gadkar''s 
development plan. At a time when the country was plagued with the problem of policy 
paralysis under the UPA, Gadkari's proactive approach towards development, set a 
new and positive agenda for the country's politics. 

As party president, Gadkari, re-emphasized on legendary Jan Sangh leader Deen 
Dayal Upadhya's principles of Integral Humanism and Antyodaya (upliftment of the 
poor). At the same time, various cells were constituted within the party to regularly 
monitor the develop work undertaken by various BJP state governments and to come 
up with new policy inputs. 

Gadkari resigned as party president in January 2013. 


2014 AND 2019 LOK SABHA ELECTIONS 

Gadkari contested 2014 Lok Sabha election successfully from Nagpur constituency 
and won. He defeated Congress party candidate Vilas Muttemwar by margin of 
285,000. He retained his seat in 2019, defeating Nana Patole of Congress party by 


216,000 margin. 


UNION MINISTER 
Gadkari taking charge as the Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways and 


Shipping, in New Delhi on 29 May 2014. 
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Gadkari taking charge as the Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways, in New 
Delhi on 4 June 2019. 

Bill Gates and Melinda Gates, Co-Chairs of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation calls 
on the Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways and Shipping, Nitin Gadkari, in 
New Delhi on September 19, 2014. 

Gadkari became the Minister of Road Transport and Highways and Minister of 
Shipping in May 2014. Out of the stalled projects he inherited, projects worth 31 trillion 
(US$14 billion) were terminated and others worth 350 billion (US$4.9 billion) were 
put up for rebidding. He increased the pace of road creation in the country from 2 
km/day to 16.5 km/day in his first year and to 21 km/day in the second year and end of 
2018 30 km/day. He reserved an amount of one percent of the total projects awarded 
in his tenure worth 82 trillion (US$28 billion) for trees and beautification. 


During the Second Modi ministry, Gadkari retained Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways, while the Ministry of Shipping and Ministry of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation were replaced with Ministry of Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises on 31 May 2019. 

PERSONAL LIFE 


Nitin Gadkari is married to Kanchan Gadkari and they have three children, Nikhil, 
Sarang and Ketki. His eldest son Nikhil is married to Rutuja Pathak and Sarang 
Gadkari is married to Madhura Rodi. Gadkari family follows a vegetarian diet, 
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Ravi Shankar Prasad 
Born 30 August 1954 


ABOUT RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD 
Ravi Shankar Prasad is the Union Minister of Communications and Information 
Technology. He also held the portfolio of Law and Justice, prior to the recent reshuffle 


in the Narendra Modi cabinet. 

Ravi Shankar Prasad is a senior advocate in the Supreme Court of India and a 
politician too. In the first NDA government, during Atal Bihari Vajpayee's tenure too, he 
was in charge of three ministries — Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Ministry 
of Law and Justice, and Ministry of Coal and Mines (MoS). Prasad is a member of the 
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Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and represents the state of Bihar as a Member of 
Parliamentin the Rajya Sabha. 


EARLY LIFE OF RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD 


Son of late Thakur Prasad and Bimla Prasad, Ravi was born in Patna on August 30, 
1954. His association with politics was through his father who was not only a High 
Court lawyer at the Patna High Court but also one of the founders of Jan Sangh, the 
organisation that existed before the formation of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 
After post-graduation in Political Science, Ravi Shankar Prasad completed his 
bachelor in law (LL.B) degree from the Patna University. He got married to Dr Maya 
Shankar on February 3, 1982 and the couple is blessed with a daughter and a son. 


Prasad is a senior lawyer at the apex court since 2000. However, he started his career 
in 1980 at the Patna High Court. He pleaded against the then CM of Bihar Lalu Prasad 


Yadav in the fodder scam, in favour of the deity in Ram Temple suit, and argued in 
many more high profile cases. 


POLITICAL CAREER OF RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD 


Ravi Shankar Prasad shot to prominence in politics as an ABVP activist and also a 
devoted RSS worker. As a part of Jayprakash Narayan's Total Revolution movement, 
he went to jail for agitating against the former prime minister Indira Gandhi. Before 
becoming a member of the top policy-making body of BJP (National Executive) in 
1995, he successfully handled many responsibilities in the student, youth wings and 
the main party organisation. In 2000, he first became MP and Coal Minister in the first 
NDA government in 2001. He was made minister for Law and Justice in July 2002 and 
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Minister of Information and Broadcasting in 2003. In 2006, he not only became a Rajya 
Sabha member but also went on to become BJP's national spokesperson. In 2012 he 
became Deputy Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha. After the emphatic win of BJP in 
2014, the Prime Minister provided him more than one portfolio to manage including 
Communications & Information Technology and Law and Justice. However, after the 
November reshuffle, he is left with the former portfolio. 

Some of the decisions and initiatives taken by Ravi Shankar Prasad during his current 
tenure include special initiatives to promote e-commerce in India (per the mega plans 
of Narendra Modi government), decision to boost Business Process Outsourcing 
even in small towns as well as cities throughout India, implementation of $18 billion 
programme for bringing ‘digital revolution’ in India including expansion of broadband 
internet's reach to 250,000 villages by the end of the year 2016, important data access 


through mobiles, etc. WBDB15.11.2014 
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Shanta Kumar 
Born 12 September 1934 


4S an Indian politician who was the 3rd Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh and a 
| Union Minister in the Government of India. He is a member of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party. He was elected to the 9th Lok Sabha from Kangra constituency in 1989. He was 
re-elected to the Lok Sabha in 1998, 1999 and 2014 from the same constituency. He 
has written a number of books. 


EARLY LIFE 


Shanta Kumar was born to Jagannath Sharma and Kaushalya Devi on 12 September 
1934 in Garhjamula, Kangra district, Himachal Pradesh. 
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POLITICAL CAREER 

His political career began in 1963 when he was elected as a Panch in the Gram 
Panchayat for Garhjamula. He was subsequently elected as a member of the 
Panchayat Samiti in Bhawarna and then was president of Zilla Parishad in Kangra 
from 1965 to 1970 

He was elected to the Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly in 1972. He remained a 
member till 1985. He was re-elected to the House again in 1990 and continued till 
1992. He became the Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh in 1977. He held the post till 
1980 and came back to head the Government again in 1990 and stayed till 1992. He 
had enforced "No Work,No Pay" policy during his second term as Chief Minister for 
strongly dealing with the striking government employees. He was the Leader of 
Opposition in the Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly from 1980 to 1985. 

He was elected to the 9th Lok Sabha in 1989 from Kangra. He was re-elected twice in 

1998 and 1999. He was a senior minister in the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government from 

1999 to 2004. He was Union Minister of Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution from 

1999 to 2002 and Union Minister of Rural Development from 2002 to 2004 

He was elected to the Rajya Sabha from Himachal Pradesh in 2008. In 2014, he was 


elected to the 16th Lok Sabha from Kangra. 


PERSONAL BACKGROUND À 
He was married to Santosh Shailja in year 1964. He has a son Vikram Sharma, 


daughter-in-law and two grand daughters. His wife passed away in December, 2020 
due to coronavirus at Dr Rajendra Prasad Government Medical College, Tanda. She 
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worked as teacher in initial years but later quit her job and switched over to writing and 
social work among women and underprivileged sections and also wrote some books. 
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Bommarabettu Laxmijanardhana Santosh 


aS an Indian statesman who is the current National General Secretary of Bharatiya 
[arata Party from 15 July 2019. 

Santhosh worked as BJP's General Secretary (Organisation) for eight years in the 
Karnataka state unit and was appointed national joint general secretary in-charge of 
southern states in 2014 by Amit Shah. He is the second most powerful leader of the 


Bharatiya Janata Party. 
EARLY LIFE . 
Santhosh hails from Shivamogga in Karnataka. He studied engineering at Govt. BDT 
College of Engineering in Davanagere, Karnataka. 
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Trained as a chemical engineer, Santhosh has been a full time worker of RSS since 
1993. He can fluently speak five languages- English, Hindi, Kannada, Tamil and Tulu. 


The ideology of RSS inspired him so much, that Santhosh decided against marriage, 
devoted his life to the Sangh Parivar and took various important roles in the 
organisation in Southern India. 


CAREER 


Santosh started as a RSS Pracharak (full time worker) in 1993. He had stints in 
Mysuru, Shivamogga and later in Bangalore. He returned to Shivamogga in the early 
2000s. In 2006 he moved to BJP as the General Secretary (Organization) for 


Karnataka. He remained in the post till 2014. This also saw the BJP in power between 
2008 and 2013. 


In 2014, Santosh was made the Joint General Secretary (Organization) of BJP. In 
2019 he was elevated to the post General Secretary (Organization) of BJP. He is 


someone whois attributed to have spotted and groomed youth leaders such as Pratap 
Simha and Tejasvi Surya in Karnataka. 
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NATIONAL LEADER 


Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar 
14 April 1891 - 06 December 1956 


Iso known as Babasaheb Ambedkar was an Indian jurist, economist, politician 

and social reformer, who inspired the Dalit Buddhist movement and campaigned 
against social discrimination towards the untouchables (Dalits). He was British India's 
Minister of Labour in Viceroy's Executive Council, a member of the Constituent 
Drafting ‘committee, independent India's first Minister of Law and Justice, and 
considered the chief architect of the Constitution of India. 
Ambedkar was a prolific student, earning doctorates in economics from both 
Columbia University and the University of London, and gaining reputation as a scholar 
for his research in law, economics and political science. In his early career, he was an 
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economist, professor, and lawyer. His later life was marked by his political activities; he 
became involved in campaigning and negotiations for India's independence, 
publishing journals, advocating political rights and social freedom for Dalits, and 
contributing significantly to the establishment of the state of India. In 1956, he 
converted to Buddhism, initiating mass conversions of Dalits. 


In 1990, the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian award, was posthumously conferred 


upon Ambedkar. Ambedkar's legacy includes numerous memorials and depictions in 
popular culture. 


EARLY LIFE 


Ambedkar was born on 14 April 1891 in the town and military cantonment of Mhow 
(now officially known as DrAmbedkar Nagar) in the Central Provinces (now in Madhya 
Pradesh). He was the 14th and last child of Ramji Maloji Sakpal, an army officer who 
held the rank of Subedar, and Bhimabai Sakpal, daughter of Laxman Murbadkar. His 
family was of Marathi background from the town of Ambadawe (Mandangad taluka) in 
Ratnagiri district of modern-day Maharashtra. Ambedkar was born into a Mahar (dalit) 
caste, who were treated as untouchables and subjected to socio-economic 
discrimination. Ambedkar's ancestors had long worked for the army of the British East 
India Company, and his father served in the British Indian Army at the Mhow 
cantonment. Although they attended school, Ambedkar and other untouchable 
children were segregated and given little attention or help by teachers. They were not 
allowed to sit inside the class. When they needed to drink water, someone from a 
higher caste had to pour that water from a height as they were not allowed to touch 
either the water or the vessel that contained it. This task was usually performed for the 
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young Ambedkar by the school peon, and if the peon was not available then he had to 
go without water; he described the situation later in his writings as "No peon, No 
Water". He was required to sitona gunny sack which he had to take home with him. 


Ramji Sakpal retired in 1894 and the family moved to Satara two years later. Shortly 
after their move, Ambedkar's mother died. The children were cared for by their 
paternal aunt and lived in difficult circumstances. Three sons — Balaram, Anandrao 
and Bhimrao — and two daughters — Manjula and Tulasa — of the Ambedkars survived 
them. Of his brothers and sisters, only Ambedkar passed his examinations and wentto 
high school. His original surname was Sakpal but his father registered his name as 
Ambadawekar in school, meaning he comes from his native village ‘Ambadawe' in 
Ratnagiri district. His Devrukhe Brahmin teacher, Krishnaji Keshav Ambedkar, 
changed his surname from 'Ambadawekar' to his own surname ‘Ambedkar’ in school 


records. 


EDUCATION 
Post-secondary education 

In 1897, Ambedkar's family moved to Mumbai where Ambedkar became the only 
untouchable enrolled at Elphinstone High School. In 1906, when he was about 15 
years old, he married a nine-year-old girl, Ramabai. The match per the customs 


prevailing at that time was arranged by the couple's parents. 
STUDIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF BOMBAY 


In 1907, he passed his matriculation examination and in the following year he entered 
Elphinstone College, which was affiliated to the University of Bombay, becoming, 
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according to him, the first from his Mahar caste to do so. When he passed his English 
fourth standard examinations, the people of his community wanted to celebrate 
because they considered that he had reached "great heights" which he says was 
"hardly an occasion compared to the state of education in other communities". A public 
ceremony was evoked, to celebrate his success, by the community, and it was at this 


occasion that he was presented with a biography of the Buddha by Dada Keluskar, the 
author and a family friend. 


By 1912, he obtained his degree in economics and political science from Bombay 
University. and prepared to take up employment with the Baroda state government. 
His wife had just moved his young family and started work when he had to quickly 
return to Mumbai to see his ailing father, who died on 2 February 1913. 


STUDIES AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 


In 1913, at the age of 22, Ambedkar moved to the United States. He had been awarded 
a Baroda State Scholarship of £11.50 (Sterling) per month for three years under a 
scheme established by Sayajirao Gaekwad III (Gaekwad of Baroda) that was 
designed to provide opportunities for postgraduate education at Columbia University 
in New York City. Soon after arriving there he settled in rooms at Livingston Hall with 
Naval Bhathena, a Parsi who was to be a lifelong friend. He passed his M.A. exam in 
June 1915, majoring in Economics, and other subjects of Sociology, History, 
Philosophy and Anthropology. He presented a thesis, Ancient Indian Commerce. 
Ambedkar was influenced by John Dewey andhis work on democracy. 


In 1916 he completed his second thesis, National Dividend of India - A Historic and 
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Analytical Study, for another M.A. On 9 May, he presented the paper Castes in India: 
Their Mechanism, Genesis and Development before a seminar conducted by the 


anthropologist Alexander Goldenweiser. 


STUDIES AT THE LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS 

Ambedkar (In center line, first from right) with his professors and friends from the 
London School of Economics (1916-17) sm F 

In October 1916, he enrolled for the Bar course at Gray's Inn, and at the same time 
enrolled at the London School of Economics where he started working on a doctoral 
thesis. In June 1917, he returned to India because his scholarship from Baroda ended. 
His book collection was dispatched on a different ship from the one he was on, and that 
ship was torpedoed and sunk by.a German submarine. He got permission to return to 
London to submit his thesis within four years. He returned at the first opportunity, and 
completed a master's degree in 1 921. His thesis was on "The problem of the rupee: Its 
origin and its solution”. In 4923, he completed a D.Sc. in Economics which was 
awarded from University of London, and the same year he was called to the Bar by 
Gray's Inn. His third and fourth Doctorates (LL.D, Columbia, 1952 and D.Litt., 


Osmania, 1953) were conferred honoris causa. 

OPPOSITION TO UNTOUCHABILITY . 
ducated by the Princely State of Baroda, he was bound to serve it. 

He E Military Secretary to the Gaikwad but had to quit in a short time. He 

d z E incident in his autobiography, Waiting for a Visa. Thereafter, he tried to 

CEA to make a living for his growing family. He worked as a private tutor, as an 
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accountant, and established an investment consulting business, but it failed when his 
clients learned that he was an untouchable. In 1918, he became Professor of Political 
Economy in the Sydenham College of Commerce and Economics in Mumbai. 
Although he was successful with the students, other professors objecied to his sharing 
a drinking-water jug with them. 


Ambedkar had been invited to testify before the Southborough Committee, which was 
preparing the Government of India Act 1919. At this hearing, Ambedkar argued for 
creating separate electorates and reservations for untouchables and other religious 
communities. In 1920, he began the publication of the weekly Mooknayak (Leader of 
the Silent) in Mumbai with the help of Shahu of Kolhapur i.e. Shahu IV (1874-1922). 
Ambedkar went on to work as a legal professional. In 1926, he successfully defended 
three non-Brahmin leaders who had accused the Brahmin community of ruining India 
and were then subsequently sued for libel. Dhananjay Keer notes that "The victory 
was resounding, both socially and individually, for the clients and the doctor". 


While practising law in the Bombay High Court, he tried to promote education to 
untouchables and uplift them. His first organised attempt was his establishment of the 
central institution Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha, intended to promote education and 
socio-economic improvement, as well as the welfare of "outcastes", at the time 
referred to as depressed classes. For the defence of Dalit rights, he started many 
periodicals like Mook Nayak, Bahishkrit Bharat, and Equality Janta. 

He was appointed to the Bombay Presidency Committee to work with the all- 
European Simon Commission in 1925. This commission had sparked great protests 
across India, and while its report was ignored by most Indians, Ambedkar himself 
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wrote a separate set of recommendations for the future Constitution of India. 


By 1927, Ambedkar had decided to launch active movements against untouchability. 
He began with public movements and marches to open up public drinking water 
resources. He also began a struggle for the right to enter Hindu temples. He led a 
satyagraha in Mahad to fight for the right of the untouchable community to draw water 
from the main water tank of the town. In a conference in late 1927, Ambedkar publicly 
condemned the classic Hindu text, the Manusmriti (Laws of Manu), for ideologically 
justifying caste discrimination and "untouchability", and he ceremonially burned 
copies of the ancient text. On 25 December 1927, he led thousands of followers to 
burn copies of Manusmriti. Thus annually 25 December is celebrated as Manusmriti 
Dahan Din (Manusmriti Burning Day) by Ambedkarites and Dalits. 

In 1930, Ambedkar launched the Kalaram Temple movement after three months of 
preparation. About 15,000 volunteers assembled at Kalaram Temple satygraha 
making one of the greatest processions of Nashik. The procession was headed by a 
military band and a batch of scouts; women and men walked with discipline, order and 
determination to see the god for the first time. When they reached the gates, the gates 


were closed by Brahmin authorities. 


POONA PACT 

M.R. Jayakar, Tej Bahadur Sapru and Ambedkar at Yerwada jail, in Poona, on 24 

September 1932, the day the Poona Pact was signed 

In 1932, the British colonial government announced the formation of a separate 

electorate for "Depressed Classes" in the Communal Award. Gandhi fiercely opposed 

a separate electorate for untouchables, saying he feared that such an arrangement 
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would divide the Hindu community. Gandhi protested by fasting while imprisoned in 
the Yerwada Central Jail of Poona. Following the fast, congressional politicians and 
activists such as Madan Mohan Malaviya and Palwankar Baloo organised joint 
meetings with Ambedkar and his supporters at Yerwada. On 25 September 1932, the 
agreement, known as the Poona Pact was signed between Ambedkar (on behalf ofthe 
depressed classes among Hindus) and Madan Mohan Malaviya (on behalf of the 
other Hindus). The agreement gave reserved seats for the depressed classes in the 
Provisional legislatures within the general electorate. Due to the pact the depressed 
class received 148 seats in the legislature instead of the 71, as allocated in the 
Communal Award proposed earlier by the colonial government under Prime Minister 
Ramsay MacDonald. The text used the term "Depressed Classes" to denote 
Untouchables among Hindus who were later called Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes under the India Act 1935, and the later Indian Constitution of 1950. In the Poona 
Pact, a unified electorate was in principle formed, but primary and secondary elections 
allowed Untouchables in practice to choose their own Candidates. 


POLITICAL CAREER 


Ambedkar with his family members at Rajgraha in February 1934. From left — 
Yashwant (son), Ambedkar, Ramabai (wife), Laxmibai (wife of his elder brother, 
Balaram), Mukund (nephew) andAmbedkar's favourite dog, Tobby 


In 1935, Ambedkar was appointed principal of the Government Law College, Bombay, 
a position he held for two years. He also served as the chairman of Governing body of 
Ramjas College, University of Delhi, after the death ofits Founder Shri Rai Kedarnath. 
Settling in Bombay (today called Mumbai), Ambedkar oversaw the construction of a 
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house, and stocked his personal library with more than 50,000 books. His wife 
Ramabai died after a long illness the same year. It had been her long-standing wish to 
go on a pilgrimage to Pandharpur, but Ambedkar had refused to let her go, telling her 
that he would create a new Pandharpur for her instead of Hinduism's Pandharpur 
which treated them as untouchables. At the Yeola Conversion Conference on 13 
October in Nasik, Ambedkar announced his intention to convert to a different religion 
and exhorted his followers to leave Hinduism. He would repeat his message at many 
public meetings across India. 

In 1936, Ambedkar founded the Independent Labour Party, which contested the 1937 
Bombay election to the Central Legislative Assembly for the 13 reserved and 4 general 
seats, and secured 11 and 3 seats respectively. 

Ambedkar published his book Annihilation of Caste on 15 May 1936. It strongly 
criticised Hindu orthodox religious leaders and the caste system in general, and 
included "a rebuke of Gandhi" on the subject. Later, in a 1955 BBC interview, he 
accused Gandhi of writing in opposition of the caste system in English language 
papers while writing in support of itin Gujarati language papers. 

Ambedkar served on the Defence Advisory Committee and the Viceroy's Executive 
Council as minister for labour. 

After the Lahore resolution (1940) of the Muslim League demanding Pakistan, 
Ambedkar wrote a 400 page tract titled Thoughts on Pakistan, which analysed the 
concept of "Pakistan" in all its aspects. Ambedkar argued that the Hindus should 
concede Pakistan to the Muslims. He proposed that the provincial boundaries of 
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Punjab and Bengal should be redrawn to separate the Muslim and non-Muslim 
majority parts. He thought the Muslims could have no objection to redrawing provincial 
boundaries. If they did, they did not quite "understand the nature of their own demand" 
Scholar Venkat Dhulipala states that Thoughts on Pakistan "rocked Indian politics for 
a decade". It determined the course of dialogue between the Muslim League and the 
Indian National Congress, paving the way for the Partition of India. 


In his work Who Were the Shudras?, Ambedkar tried to explain the formation of 
untouchables. He saw Shudras and Ati Shudras who form the lowest caste in the ritual 
hierarchy of the caste system, as separate from Untouchables. Ambedkar oversaw 
the transformation of his political party into the Scheduled Castes Federation, 
although it performed poorly in the 1946 elections for Constituent Assembly of India. 


Later he was elected into the constituent assembly of Bengal where Muslim League 
was in power. 


Ambedkar contested in the Bombay North first Indian General Election of 1952, but 
lost to his former assistant and Congress Party candidate Narayan Kajrolkar. 
Ambedkar became a member of Rajya Sabha, probably an appointed member. He 
tried to enter Lok Sabha again in the by-election of 1954 from Bhandara, but he placed 
third (the Congress Party won). By the time of the second general election in 1957, 
Ambedkar had died. 
Ambedkar also criticised Islami 
India, he condemned child 
society. 


c practice in South Asia. While justifying the Partition of 
Marriage and the mistreatment of women in Muslim 
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No words can adequately express the great and many evils of polygamy and 
concubinage, and especially as a source of misery to a Muslim woman. Take the caste 
system. Everybody infers that Islam must be free from slavery and caste. [While 
slavery existed], much of its support was derived from Islam and Islamic countries. 
While the prescriptions by the Prophet regarding the just and humane treatment of 
slaves contained in the Koran are praiseworthy, there is nothing whatever in Islam that 
lends support to the abolition of this curse. But if slavery has gone, caste among 
Musalmans [Muslims] has remained. 


DRAFTING INDIA'S CONSTITUTION 

Upon India's independence on 15 August 1947, the new Congress-led government 
invited Ambedkar to serve as the nation's first Law Minister, which he accepted. On 29 
August, he was appointed Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee, and was 
appointed by the Assembly to write India's new Constitution. 

Granville Austin described the Indian Constitution drafted by Ambedkar as ‘first and 
foremost a social document’. ‘The majority of India's constitutional provisions are 
either directly arrived at furthering the aim of social revolution or attempt to foster this 
revolution by establishing conditions necessary for its achievement.’ 

The text prepared by Ambedkar provided constitutional guarantees and protections 
for a wide range of civil liberties for individual citizens, including freedom of religion, 
the abolition of untouchability, and the outlawing of all forms of discrimination. 
Ambedkar argued for extensive economic and social rights for women, and won the 
Assembly's support for introducing a system of reservations of jobs in the civil 
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services, schools and colleges for members of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes 
and Other Backward Class, a system akin to affirmative action. India's lawmakers 
hoped to eradicate the socio-economic inequalities and lack of opportunities for 
India’s depressed classes through these measures. The Constitution was adopted on 
26 November 1949 by the ConstituentAssembly. 


Ambedkar opposed Article 370 of the Constitution of India, which granted a special 
Status to the State of Jammu and Kashmir, and which was included against his wishes. 
Balraj Madhok reportedly said, Ambedkar had clearly told the Kashmiri leader, Sheikh 
Abdullah: "You wish india should protect your borders, she should build roads in your 
area, she should supply you food grains, and Kashmir should get equal status as 
India. But Government of India should have only limited powers and Indian people 
should have no rights in Kashmir. To give consent to this proposal, would be a 
treacherous thing against the interests of India and |, as the Law Minister of India, will 
never do it." Then Sk. Abdullah approached Nehru, who directed him to Gopal Swami 
Ayyangar, who in turn approached Sardar Patel, saying Nehru had promised Sk. 
Abdullah the special status. Patel got the Article passed while Nehru was on a foreign 
tour. On the day the article came up for discussion, Ambedkar did not reply to 
questions on it but did participate on other articles. All arguments were done by 
Krishna Swami Ayyangar. 


l personally do not understand why religion should be given this vast, expansive 
jurisdiction, so as to cover the 


! whole of life and to prevent the legislature from 
encroaching upon that field. After all, what are we having this liberty for? We are 
Lae 
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having this liberty in order to reform our social system, which is so full of inequities, 
discriminations and other things, which conflict with our fundamental rights. 


During the debates in the Constituent Assembly, Ambedkar demonstrated his will to 
reform Indian society by recommending the adoption of a Uniform Civil Code. 
Ambedkar resigned from the cabinet in 1951, when parliament stalled his draft of the 
Hindu Code Bill, which sought to enshrine gender equality in the laws of inheritance 
and marriage. Ambedkar independently contested an election in 1952 to the lower 
house of parliament, the Lok Sabha, but was defeated in the Bombay (North Central) 
constituency by a little-known Narayan Sadoba Kajrolkar, who polled 138,137 votes 
compared to Ambedkar's 123,576. He was appointed to the upper house, of 
parliament, the Rajya Sabha in March 1952 and would remain as member till death. 


ECONOMICS 

Ambedkar was the first Indian to pursue a doctorate in economics abroad. He argued 
that industrialisation and agricultural growth could enhance the Indian economy. He 
Stressed investment in agriculture as the primary industry of India.‘citation needed 
According to Sharad Pawar, Ambedkar's vision helped the government to achieve its 
food security goal. Ambedkar advocated national economic and social development, 
Stressing education, public hygiene, community health, residential facilities as the 
basic amenities. His DSc thesis, The problem of the Rupee: Its Origin and Solution 
(1923) examines the causes for the Rupee's fall in value. In this dissertation, be 
argued in favour of a gold standard in modified form, and was opposed to me go A 
exchange standard favoured by Keynes in his treatise Indian Currency and f manoa 
(1909), claiming it was less stable. He favoured the stoppage of all further coinage O 
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the rupee and the minting of a gold coin, which he believed would fix currency rates 
and prices. 

He also analysed revenue in his PhD dissertation The Evolution of Provincial Finance 
in British India. In this work, he analysed the various systems used by the British 
colonial government to manage finances in India. His views on finance were that 
governments should ensure their expenditures have "faithfulness, wisdom and 
economy." "Faithfulness" meaning governments should use money as nearly as 
possible to the original intentions of spending the money in the first place. "Wisdom" 
meaning it should be used as best as possible for the public good, and "economy" 


meaning the funds should be used so that the maximum value can be extracted from 
them. 


In 1951, Ambedkar established the Finance Commission of India. He opposed income 
tax for low-income groups. He contributed in Land Revenue Tax and excise duty 
policies to stabilise the economy.'citation needed! He played an important role in land 
reform and the state economic development. According to him, the caste system, due 
to its division of labourers and hierarchical nature, impedes movement of labour 
(higher castes would not do lower-caste occupations) and movement of capital 
(assuming investors would invest first in their own caste occupation). His theory of 
State Socialism had three points: state ownership of agricultural land, the 
maintenance of resources for production by the state, and a just distribution of these 
resources to the population. He emphasised a free economy with a stable Rupee 
which India has adopted recently.'citation needed! He advocated birth control to 
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develop the Indian economy, and this has been adopted by Indian government as 
national policy for family planning. He emphasised equal rights for women for 
economic development.'citation needed’ 

Ambedkar's views on agricultural land was that too much of it was idle, or that it was 
not being utilized properly. He believed there was an "ideal proportion" of production 
factors that would allow agricultural land to be used most productively. To this end, he 
saw the large portion of people who lived on agriculture at the time as a major problem. 
Therefore, he advocated industrialization of the economy to allow these agricultural 
labourers to be of more use elsewhere. 3 
Ambedkar was trained as an economist, and was a professional economist until 1921, 
when he became a political leader. He wrote three scholarly books on economics: 


= Administration and Finance of the East India Company 
* The Evolution of Provincial Finance in British India 

* The Problem of the Rupee: Its Origin and Its Solution 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), was based on the ideas that Ambedkar presented to 
the Hilton Young Commission. 

SECOND MARRIAGE 


Ambedkar's first wife Ramabai died in 1935 after a long illness. After comp ea ae 
draft of India's constitution in the late 1940s, he suffered from lack of sleep, ha 
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neuropathic pain in his legs, and was taking insulin and homoeopathic medicines. He 
went to Bombay for treatment, and there met Dr. Sharada Kabir, whom he married on 
15 April 1948, athis home in New Delhi. Doctors recommended a companion who was 
a good cook and had medical knowledge to care for him. She adopted the name Savita 
Ambedkar and cared for him the rest of his life.[96] Savita Ambedkar, who was called 
‘Mai’, died on May 29, 2003, aged 93 in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 


CONVERSION TO BUDDHISM 


Ambedkar considered converting to Sikhism, which encouraged opposition to 
oppression and so appealed to leaders of scheduled castes. But after meeting with 
Sikh leaders, he concluded thathe might get "second-rate" Sikh status. 


Instead, around 1950, he began devoting his attention to Buddhism and travelled to 
Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) to attend a meeting of the World Fellowship of Buddhists. 
While dedicating a new Buddhist vihara near Pune, Ambedkar announced he was 
writing a book on Buddhism, and that when it was finished, he would formally convert 
to Buddhism. He twice visited Burma in 1954; the second time to attend the third 
conference of the World Fellowship of Buddhists in Rangoon. In 1955, he founded the 
Bharatiya Bauddha Mahasabha, or the Buddhist Society of India. He completed his 
final work, The Buddha and His Dhamma, in 1956 which was published posthumously. 
After meetings with the Sri Lankan Buddhist monk Hammalawa Saddhatissa, 
Ambedkar organised a formal public ceremony for himself and his supporters in 
Nagpur on 14 October 1956. Accepting the Three Refuges and Five Precepts from a 
Buddhist monk in the traditional manner, Ambedkar completed his own conversion, 
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along with his wife. He then proceeded to convert some 500,000 of his supporters who 
were gathered around him. He prescribed the 22 Vows for these converts, after the 
Three Jewels and Five Precepts. He then travelled to Kathmandu, Nepal to attend the 
Fourth World Buddhist Conference. His work on The Buddha or Karl Marx and 
"Revolution and counter-revolution in ancient India" remained incomplete. 


DEATH 
Mahaparinirvana of B. R. Ambedkar 
Since 1948, Ambedkar suffered from diabetes. He was bed-ridden from June to 


October in 1954 due to medication side-effects and poor eyesight. His health 
g his final manuscript The Buddha 


worsened during 1955. Three days after completin i i 
and His Dhamma, Ambedkar died in his sleep on 6 December 1956 at his home In 


Delhi. 

A Buddhist cremation was organised at Dadar Chowpatty beach on 7 peremen 
attended by half a million grieving people. A conversion program was organise att 
December 1956, so that cremation attendees were also converted to Buddhism at the 


Same place. i 
Ambedkar was survived by his second wife Savita Ambedkar (known as Malans 
Ambedkar), who died in 2003, and his son Yashwant Ambedkar (xoown h 
Bhaiyasaheb Ambedkar), who died in 1977. Savita and Yashwant carried abe 
socio-religious movement started by B. R. Ambedkar a Sener a i A 
Presi i jety of India (1957- an : 
esident of fhe Buddhis oe mAn 1966). RA elder grandson, Prakash 


Maharashtra Legislative Council (1960— 
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Yashwant Ambedkar, is the chief-adviser of the Buddhist Society of india, leads the 
Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi and has served in both houses of the Indian Parliament. 
Ambedkar's younger grandson, Anandraj Ambedkar leads the Republican Sena (tran: 
The "Republican Army"). 

A number of unfinished 
Ambedkar's notes and p 
Waiting for a Visa, which 
work, and the Untouchab 
census of 1951. 

A memorial for Ambedkar was established in his Delhi house at 26 Alipur Road. His 
birthdate is celebrated as a public holiday known as Ambedkar Jayanti or Bhim 
Jayanti. He was posthumously awarded India's highest civilian honour, the Bharat 
Ratna, in 1990. 


typescripts and handwritten drafts were found among 
apers and gradually made available. Among these were 
probably dates from 1935-36 and is an autobiographical 
les, or the Children of India's Ghetto, which refers to the 
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Syama Prasad Mukherjee 
6 July 1901 — 23 June 1953 


Wes an Indian politician, barrister and academician, who served as the Minister 
for Industry and Supply in Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru's cabinet. After 


falling out with Nehru, protesting against the Nehru-Liaquat Pact, Mukherjee resigned 
from Nehru's cabinet. With the help of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, he 
founded the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, the predecessor to the Bharatiya Janata Party, in 


He was also the president of Akhil Bharatiya Hindu Mahasabha from 1943 to 1946. He 
died in the custody of Jammu and Kashmir Police in 1953. He was provisionally 
diagnosed of a heart attack and shifted to a hospital but died a day later. In 2004, Atal 
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Bihari Vajpayee had claimed that he was murdered in a "Nehru conspiracy". Since the 
Bharatiya Janata Party is the successor to the Bhartiya Jana Sangh, Mukherjee is also 
regarded as the founder of the Bharatiya Janata Party. 


EARLY LIFE AND ACADEMIC CAREER 


Syama Prasad Mukherjee was born in a Bengali Brahmin family on 6 July 1901 in 
Calcutta (Kolkata). His family originally hailed from Jirat, Hooghly District, West 
Bengal. His grandfather Ganga Prasad Mukherjee was born in Jirat and he was first in 
the family who came to Calcutta and settled here. 


Syama Prasad's father was Ashutosh Mukherjee, a judge of the High Court of 


Calcutta, Bengal, who was also Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta. His 
moiher was Jogamaya Devi Mukherjee. He was a very meritorious student and he 


came to Kolkata to study in Medical College with the help of the wealthy people of Jirat. 
Later he settled down in Bhawanipore area of Kolkata. 


He enrolled in Bhawani 


pur's Miira Institution in 1906 and his behaviour in school was 
later described favourably by his teachers. In 1914, he passed his matriculation 
examination and was admitted into Presidency College. He stood seventeenth in the 
Inter Arts Examination in 1916 and graduated in English, securing the first position in 
first class in 1921. He was married to Sudha Devi on 16 April 1922. Mukherjee also 
completed an MA in Bengali, being graded as first class in 1923 and also became a 
fellow of the Senate'clarification needed! in 1923. He completed his BLin 1924. 


He enrolled as an advocate in Caicutta High Court in 1924, the same year in which his 
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father had died. Subsequently, he left for England in 1926 to study at Lincoln's Inn and 
was Called to the English Bar in the same year. In 1934, at the age of 33, he became 
the youngest Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta; he held the office until 
1938. During his term as Vice-Chancellor, Rabindranath Tagore delivered the 
University Convocation Address in Bengali for the first time, and the Indian vernacular 
was introduced as a subject for the highest examination. On 10 September 1938, the 
Senate of Calcutta university resolved to confer honorary D. Litt. on the Ex-Vice 
Chancellor in its opinion "by reason of eminent position and attainments, a fit and 
proper person to receive such’a degree."[31] Mukherjee received the D.Litt from 
Calcutta University on 26 November 1938. 


POLITICAL CAREER BEFORE INDEPENDENCE 

Mukherjee started his political career in 1929, when he entered the Bengal Legislative 
Council as an Indian National Congress (INC) candidate representing Calcutta 
University. However, he resigned the next year when the INC decided to boycott the 
legislature. Subsequently, he contested the election as an independent candidate and 
was elected in the same year. In 1937, he was elected as an independent candidate in 
the elections which brought the Krishak Praja Party to power. 

He served as the Finance Minister of Bengal Province in 1941—42 under A.K. Fazlul 
Haq's Progressive Coalition government which was formed on 12 December 1941 
after the resignations of the Congress government. During his tenure, his statements 
against the government were censored and his movements were restricted. He was 
“also prevented from visiting the Midnapore district in 1942 when severe floods caused 


— 
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a heavy loss of life and property. He resigned on 20 November 1942 accusing the 
British government of trying to hold on to India under any cost and criticised its 
repressive policies against the Quit India Movement. After resigning, he mobilised 
support and organised relief with the help of Mahabodhi Society, Ramakrishna 
Mission and Marwari Relief Society. In 1946, he was again elected as an independent 
candidate from the Calcutta University. He was elected as a member of the 
ConstituentAssembly of Indiain the same year. 


LEADER OF THE HINDU MAHASABHA 


Mukherjee joined the Hindu Mahasabha in Bengal in 1939 and became its acting 
president that same year. He was appointed as the working president of the 
organisation in 1940. In February 1941, Mukherjee told a Hindu rally that if Muslims 
wanted to live in Pakistan they should "pack their bag and baggage and leave India ... 
[to] wherever they like”, Yet, the Hindu Mahasabha also formed provincial coalition 
governments with the All-India Muslim League in Sindh and the North-West Frontier 
Province while Mukherjee was its leader. He was elected as the President of Akhil 
Bharatiya Hindu Mahasabha in 1943. He remained in this position till 1946, with 
Laxman Bhopatkar becoming the new Presidentin the same year. 

Mukherjee demanded the 
Hindu-majority areas in a Muslim 
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Chandra Bose, and Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, a Bengali Muslim politician. His 
views were strongly affected by the Noakhali genocide in East Bengal, where mobs 
belonging to the Muslim League massacred Hindus. 


OPPOSITION TO QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT 
Following the Hindu Mahasabha's official decision to boycott the Quit India movement 
and the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh's decision of non-participation in the 
movement. ; 
Mukherjee wrote a letter to Sir John Herbert, Governor of Bengal as to how they 
should respond to "Quit India" movement. In this letter, dated 26 July 1942 he wrote: 
Let me now refer to the situation that may be created in the province as a result of any 
widespread movement launched by the Congress. Anybody, who during the war, 
plans to stir up mass feeling, resulting internal disturbances or insecurity, must be 
resisted by any Government that may function at a ae 7A ae 

jee in thi iterated that the Fazlul Haq-led Bengal Government, along 
HART BGs: acy ing Mahasabha would make every possible effort to defeat 
the Quit India Movement in the province of Bengal and made a concrete proposal in 
Serna bat this movement (Quit India) in Bengal? The 

ion i comba 2 

aes Gi eee should be carried on in such amanner thatin spite of the 
best efforts of the Congress, this movement will fail to take root in the province. It 
should be possible for us, especially responsible Ministers, to be able to tell the public 
that the freedom for which the Congress has started the movement, already belongs 
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to the representatives of the people. In some spheres, it might be limited during the 
emergency. Indians have to trust the British, not for the sake for Britain, not for any 
advantage that the British might gain, but for the maintenance of the defense and 
freedom of the province itself. You, as Governor, will function as the constitutional 
head of the province and will be guided entirely on the advice of your Minister. 

The Indian historian R.C. Majumdar noted this fact and states: 


Shyam Prasad ended the letter with a discussion of the mass movement organised by 
Congress. He expressed the apprehension that the movement would create internal 
disorder and will endanger internal security during the war by exciting popular feeling 
and he opined that any government in power has to suppress it, but that according to 
him could not be done only by persecution ... In that letter he mentioned item-wise the 
steps to be taken for dealing with the situation. 

During Mukherjee's resignation speech, however, he characterised the policies of the 
British government towards the movementas "repressive". 


POLITICAL CAREER AFTER INDEPENDENCE 


(L to R standing) Khurshed Lal, R.R. Diwakar, Mohanlal Saksena, N. Gopalaswami 
Ayyangar, N.V. Gadgil, K. C. Neogy, Jairamdas Daulatram, K. Santhanam, Satya 
Narayan Sinha and B. V. Keskar. 

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar (R), father of the constitution of India, and Dr. Shamprasad . 
Mukherjee (L), talking on the Campus of Parliament, 1951 

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru inducted Mukherjee into the Interim Central 
Government as a Minister for Industry and Supply on 15 August 1947. Mukherjee 
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began to have differences with Mahasabha after the assassination of Mahatma 
Gandhi, in which the organisation was blamed by Sardar Patel for creating the 
_ atmosphere that led to the killing. Mukherjee suggested the organisation suspend its 
political activities. Shortly after it did, in December 1948, he left. One of his reasons 
was the rejection of his proposal to allow non-Hindus to become members. Mukherjee 
resigned along with K.C. Neogy from the Cabinet on 8 April 1950 overa disagreement 
about the -1950 Delhi Pact with Pakistani Prime Minister LiaquatAli Khan. 

Mukherjee was firmly against their joint pact to establish minority commissions and 
guarantee minority rights in both countries as he thought it left Hindus in East Bengal 
to the mercy of Pakistan. While addressing a rally in Calcutta on 21 May, he stated that 
an exchange of population and property at governmental level on regional basis 
between East Bengal and the states of Tripura, Assam, West Bengal and Bihar was 
the only option in the current situation. 

Mukherjee founded the Bharatiya Jana Sangh on 21 October 1951 in Delhi, becoming 
its first president. In the 1952 elections, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS) won three 
seats in the Parliament of India, including Mukherjee's. He had formed the National 
Democratic Party within the Parliament. It consisted of 32 members of the Lok Sabha 
and 10 members of the Rajya Sabha; however, it was not recognised by the speaker 
as an opposition party. The BJS was created with the objective of nation-building and 
Nationalising all non-Hindus by "inculcating Bharatiya Culture" in them. The party was 
ideologically close to the RSS and widely considered the proponent of Hindu 
nationalism. 
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OPINION ON SPECIAL STATUS OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 


Mukherjee was strongly opposed to Article 370, seeing it as a threat to national unity. 
He fought against it inside and outside the parliament with one of the goals of 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh being its abrogation. He raised his voice strongly against the 
provision in his Lok Sabha speech on 26 June 1952. He termed the arrangements 
under the article as Balkanization of India and the three-nation theory of Sheikh 
Abdullah. The state was granted its own flag along with a prime minister whose 
permission was required for anyone to enter the state. In opposition to this, Mukherjee 
once said "Ek desh mein do Vidhan, do Pradhan aur Do Nishan nahi chalenge" (A 
single country can't have two constitutions, two prime ministers, and two national 
emblems). haratiya Jana Sangh along with Hindu Mahasabha and Jammu Praja 
Parishad launched a massive Satyagraha to get the provisions removed. In his letter 
to Nehru dated 3 February 1953, he wrote that the issue of accession of Jammu and 
Kashmir to India should not be allowed to hang fire. ‘clarification needed! 


Mukherjee went to visit Kashmir in 1953 and observed a hunger strike to protest the 
law that prohibited Indian citizens from settling within the state and mandating that 
they carry ID cards. Mukherjee wanted to go to Jammu and Kashmir but, because of 
the prevailing permit system, he was not given permission. He was arrested on 11 May 
at Lakhanpur while crossing the border into Kashmir illegally. Although the ID card rule 


was revoked owing to his efforts, he died as a detainee on 23 June 1953 under claimed 
mysterious circumstances. 
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On 5 August 2019, when Government of India proposed constitutional Amendment to 
repeal Article 370, many newspapers described the event as realization of Syama 
Prasad Mukherjee's dream. 

PERSONAL LIFE 

Syama Prasad had three brothers who were: Rama Prasad who was born in 1896, 
Uma Prasad who was born in 1902 and Bama Prasad Mukherjee who was born in 
1906. Rama Prasad became a judge in High Court of Calcutta while Uma became 
famed as a trekker and a travel writer. He also had three sisters who were: Kamala 
who was born in 1895, Amala who was born in 1905 and Ramala in 1908. He was 
married to Sudha Devi for 11 years and had five children — the last one, a four-month- 
old son, died from diphtheria. His wife died of double pneumonia shortly afterwards in 
1933 or 1934. Shyama Prasad refused to remarry after her death. He had two sons, 
Anutosh and Debatosh, and two daughters, Sabita and Arati. His grandniece Kamala 
Sinha served as the Minister of State for External affairs in the |. K. Gujral ministry. 
Syama Prasad was also affiliated with the Buddhist Mahabodhi Society. In 1942, he 
succeeded Dr. M.N. Mukherjee to become the president of the organisation. The relics 
of Gautam Buddha's two disciples Sariputta.and Maudgalyayana, discovered in the 
Great Stupa at Sanchi by Sir Alexander Cunningham in 1851 and kept at the British 
Museum, were brought back to India by HMIS Tir. Aceremony attended by politicians 
and leaders of many foreign countries was held on the next day at Calcutta Maidan. 
They were handed over by Nehru to Mukherjee, who later took these relics to 
Cambodia, —Burma, Thailand and Vietnam. Upon his return to India, he placed the 
relics inside the Sanchi Stupa in November 1952. 
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DEATH 


Mukherjee was arrested upon entering Kashmir on 11 May 1953. He and two of his 
arrested companions were first taken to Central Jail of Srinagar. Later they were 
transferred to a cottage outside the city. Mukherjee's condition started deteriorating and 
he started feeling pain in the back and high temperature on the night between 19 and 20 
June. He was diagnosed with dry pleurisy from which he had also suffered in 1937 and 
1944. The doctor prescribed him a streptomycin injection and powders, however, 
Mukherjee informed him that his family physician had toid him that streptomycin did not 
suit his system. The doctor, however, told him that new information about the drug had 
come to light and assured him that ne would be fine. On 22 June, he felt pain in the heart 
region, started perspiring and started feeling like he was fainting. He was later shifted to a 
hospital and provisionally diagnosed with a heart attack. He died a day later. The state 
government declared that he had died on 23 June at 3:40 a.m. due to a heart attack. 

His death in custody raised wide suspicion across the country and demands for an 
independent inquiry were raised, including earnest requests from his mother, Jogamaya 
Devi, to Nehru. The prime minister declared that he had asked a number of persons who 
were privy to the facts and, according to him, there was no mystery behind Mukherjee's 
death. Devi did not accept Nehru's reply and requested an impartial inquiry. Nehru, 
however, ignored the letter and no inquiry commission was set up. Mukherjee's death, 
therefore, remains a matter of some controversy. 

S.C. Das claims that Mukherjee was murdered. Atal Bihari Vajpayee claimed in 2004 that 


the arrest of Mukherjee in Jammu and Kashmir was a "Nehru conspiracy". The BJP in 
2011 called for an inquiry to probe Mukherjee's death. 


Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel 
31 October 1875 — 15 December 1950 


opularly known as Sardar Patel, was an Indian politician. He served as the first 
Deputy Prime Minister of India. He was an Indian barrister, and a senior leader of 
the Indian National Congress who played a leading role in the country's struggle for 
independence and guided its integration into a united, independent nation. 
He was one of the conservative members of the Indian National Congress. In India 
and elsewhere, he was often called Sardar, meaning "chief" in Hindi, Urdu, and 
Persian. He acted as Home Minister during the political integration of India and the 
Indo-Pakistani War of 1947. 
Patel was born in Nadiad District Kheda and raised in the countryside of the state of 
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DEATH 


Pater’ 3 i 
ae Aol iget rapidly through the summer of 1950. He later began coughing 
aed a a oe care began limiting her meetings and working hours and 
Tere, pe onalised medical staff to begin attending to Patel. The Chief 

est Bengal and doctor Bidhan Roy heard Patel make jokes about his 
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impending end, and in a private meeting Patel frankly admitted to his ministerial 
colleague N. V. Gadgil that he was not going to live much longer. Patel's health 
worsened after 2 November, when he began losing consciousness frequently and was 
confined to his bed. He was flown to Bombay on 12 December on advice from Dr Roy, 
to recuperate as his condition was deemed critical. Nehru, Rajagopalachari, Rajendra 
Prasad, and Menon all came to see him off at the airport in Delhi. Patel was extremely 
weak and had to be carried onto the aircraft in a chair. In Bombay, large crowds 
gathered at Santacruz Airport to greet him. To spare him from this stress, the aircraft 
landed at Juhu Aerodrome, where Chief Minister B. G. Kher and Morarji Desai were 
present to receive him with a car belonging to the Governor of Bombay that took 
Vallabhbhai to Birla House. 

After suffering a massive heart attack (his second), Patel died on 15 December 1950 
-~ at Birla House in Bombay. In an unprecedented and unrepeated gesture, on the day 
after his death more than 1,500 officers of India's civil and police services congregated 
to mourn at Patel's residence in Delhi and pledged "complete loyalty and unremitting 
zeal" in India's service. Numerous governments and world leaders sent messages of 
condolence upon Patel's death, including Trygve Lie, the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, President Sukarno of Indonesia, Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan of 
Pakistan and Prime Minister ClementAttlee of the United Kingdom. 

In homage to Patel, Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru declared a week of national 
mourning. Patel's cremation was planned at Girgaum Chowpatty, but this was 
changed to Sonapur (now Marine Lines) when his daughter conveyed that it was his 
wish to be cremated like a common man in the same place as his wife and brother 
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were earlier cremated. K.M. Munshi wrote in his book that after Patel's death Nehru 
‘issued a direction to the Ministers and the Secretaries not to go to Bombay to attend 
the funeral. Jawaharlal also requested Dr. Rajendra Prasad not to go to Bombay; it 
was a Strange request to which Rajendra Prasad did not accede.' His cremation in 
Sonapur in Bombay was attended by a crowd of one million including Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Rajagopalachari and President Rajendra Prasad. 


Deendayal Upadhyaya 
25 September 1916 — 11 February 1968 


Ws an Indian politician and thinker of right-wing Hindutva ideology espoused by 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), and leader of the political party 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS), the forerunner of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). He was 
also known as Panditji for appearing in the civil services examination hall wearing the 
traditional Indian dhoti-kurta and cap. 

Upadhyaya started the monthly publication Rashtra Dharma in the 1940s, while 
involved with the RSS, to spread Hindutva ideology. He was briefly president of the 
BJS from December 1967 into 1968. He contested the Lok Sabha election in 1963 and 
lost. He died under mysterious circumstances near Mughalsarai Junction railway 
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station in February 1968. After 50 years of his death, that railway station was renamed 
after him as "Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Junction" by the government in 2018. 


EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION 


Upadhyaya was born in 1916 in the village of Nagla Chandraban, now called 
Deendayal Dham, near the town of Farah in Mathura District, 26 km (16 mi) from 
Mathura. His father, Bhagwati Prasad Upadhyaya, was an astrologer and his mother, 
Rampyari Upadhyaya, was a homemaker and observant Hindu. Both his parents died 
when he was eight years old and he was brought up by his maternal uncle. His 
education, under the guardianship of his maternal uncle and aunt, saw him attend high 
school in Sikar. The Maharaja of Sikar gave him a Gold medal, Rs 250 to buy books 
and a monthly scholarship of Rs 10 and did his Intermediate in Pilani, Rajasthan. He 
took a BA degree at the Sanatan Dharma College, Kanpur. In 1939 he moved over to 
Agra and joined St. John's College, Agra to pursue a master's degree in English 
literature but could not continue his studies. The reason was a cousin of his Ramadevi 
Passed away. He became depressed and lost interest and did not take up his MA 


exams. His scholarship from the Maharaja of Sikar and from Shri Birla were 
discontinued as well. 


CAREER 


Upadhyaya had come into contact with the RSS through a classmate, Baluji 
Mahashabde, while studying at Sanatan Dharma College in 1937. He met the founder 
of the RSS, K. B. Hedgewar, who engaged with him in an intellectual discussion at one 
of the shakhas. Sunder Singh Bhandari was also one of his classmates at Kanpur. He 
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Started full-time work in the RSS from 1942. He had attended the 40-day summer 
vacation RSS camp at Nagpur where he underwent training in Sangh Education. After 
completing second-year training in the RSS Education Wing, Upadhyaya became a 
lifelong pracharak of the RSS. He worked as the pracharak for the Lakhimpur district 
and, from 1955, as the joint Prant Pracharak (regional organiser) for Uttar Pradesh. He 
was regarded as an ideal swayamsevak of the RSS essentially because ‘his discourse 
reflected the pure thought-current of the Sangh’. 

Upadhyaya started the monthly Rashtra Dharma publication from Lucknow in the 
1940s, using it to spread Hindutva ideology. Later he started the weekly Panchjanya 
and the daily Swadesh. 

In 1951, when Syama Prasad Mookerjee founded the BJS, Deendayal was seconded 
to the party by the RSS, tasked with moulding it into a genuine member of the Sangh 
Parivar. He was appointed as General Secretary of its Uttar Pradesh branch, and later 
the all-India general secretary. For 15 years, he remained the outfit's general 
secretary. He also contested by-poll for the Lok Sabha seat of Jaunpur from Uttar 
Pradesh in 1963 bi election when Jansangh MP Bramh Jeet Singh died, but failed to 
attract significant political traction and did not get elected. 

In the 1967 general elections, the Jana Sangh got 35 seats and became the 3rd 
largest party in the Lok Sabha. The Jan Sangh also went onto be a part of the 
Samyukta Vidhayak Dal, an experiment of having non-Congress opposition parties as 
a Coalition to form governments in multiple states This brought the right and the left of 
the Indian political spectrum on one single platform. He became president of the Jana 
Sangh in December 1967 in the Calicut session of the party. His presidential speech in 
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that session focused on multiple aspects right from the formation of coalition 
government to language. No major events happened in the party during his tenure as 
the president that ended in 2 months in February 1968 due to his untimely death. 


Upadhyaya edited Panchjanya (weekly) and Swadesh (daily) from Lucknow. In Hindi, 


he wrote a drama on Chandragupta Maurya, and later wrote a biography of 
Shankaracharya. He translated a Marathi biography of Hedgewar. 


PHILOSOPHY 


Integral humanism was a set of concepts drafted by Upadhyaya as political program 
and adopted in 1965 as the official doctrine of the Jan Sangh. 


t importance far India to develop an 
n being at center stage. This approach made 
Capitalism. Integral Humanism was adopted 
S new openness to other opposition forces 
St movement to have an alliance in the early 
Sarvodaya movement going on under the 
as considered to be the first major public 


1970s with the prominent Gandhian 
leadership of J. P. Narayan. This w. 


breakthrough for the Hindu nationalist movement. 
DEATH 
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train arrived, lying near a traction pole 748 feet from the end of the platform where the 
train halted. He was clutching a five-rupee note in his hand. He was last seen alive at 
Jaunpur after midnight. 

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) investigation team found that Upadhyaya 
had been pushed out of the coach by robbers just before the train entered Mughalsarai 
station; a passenger travelling in the adjoining cabin of the same coach had seen a 
man (later identified as Bharat Lal) enter Upadhyaya's cabin at Mughalsarai and walk 
Off with his file and bedding. The CBI later arrested Bharat Lal and his associate Ram 
Awadh, charging them with murder and theft. They confessed to pushing Updadhyaya 
out of the train after he caught them stealing his bag and threatened to report them to 
the police. However, the two accused were acquitted of the murder charges for lack of 
evidence. Bharat Lal alone was convicted of the theft of the belongings and he 
appealed to the Allahabad High Court. The sessions judge had remarked in his 
judgment that "the offence of murder not having been proved against the accused, the 
Problem of truth about the murder still remains". 

Over 70 MPs demanded a commission of inquiry. The Government of India agreed to 
this and appointed Justice Y.V. Chandrachud of Bombay High Court as the sole 
member of the commission. Chandrachud reported in his findings that Upadhyaya 
was standing near a carriage door and pushed out of the running train, dying instantly 
by hitting a traction pole. He said that the death and theft constituted a single incident 
in law and that "I can say with a certain amount of confidence that nothing has come 
before me can support the accusation that there was any politics in Shri Upadhyaya's 
murder, Undoubtedly, he had political rivals but his death is the rash and extempore 
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handiwork of mere thieves." The CBI, he said, had conducted the investigation with 
care and objectivity. 


In 2017, Upadhyaya's niece and several politicians demanded a fresh probe in his 
murder. 
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Chandikadas Amritrao Deshmukh 
11 October 1916 — 27 February 2010 


Ws a social reformer and politician from India. He worked in the fields of 
education, health, and rural self-reliance. He was honoured with. the Padma 
Vibhushan in 1999. He was posthumously awarded the Bharat Ratna, India's highest 
civilian award in 2019 by Government of India. He was a leader of the Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh and also a member of the Rajya Sabha. 


EARLY LIFE 
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi paying floral tributes to Nanaji Deshmukh, on 


the Birth Centenary. Celebrations of Nanaji Deshmukh, at IARI, New Delhi on 11 
October 2017 
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Nanaji was born on 11 October 1916 into a Marathi-speaking Deshastha Brahmin 
family at Kadoli, which is a small town in the Hingoli district. He worked as a vegetable 
seller to raise money for his education. 

He went to high school in Sikar, where the Raoraja of Sikar gave hima scholarship. He 
Studied in Birla college (Now BITS Pilani). In the same year, he also joined the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). 

Though born in Maharashtra, the fields of his activities were Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh. The then RSS chief M. S. Golwalkar sent him to Gorakhpur (U.P) as 
“pracharak" (full-time functionary). He rose to be the Saha Prant Pracharak of the 
whole of Uttar Pradesh (which has now become the eighth prant of RSS) 


RSS VOLUNTEER 


The Vice President, Bhairon Singh Shekhawat presenting Shri Nanesh Samata 
Puraskar to Shri Nanaji Deshmukh, in New Delhion 8April 2006. 


Deshmukh became inspired by Bal Gangadhar Tilak and his nationalist ideology, as 
well as showing an acquired interest in social service and activities. His family was in 
close contact with Keshav Baliram Hedgewar who was a regular visitor to Deshmukh's 
family. He could discern potential in Nanaji and encouraged him to attend RSS 
shakhas. 

In 1940, after Hedgewar's death, many youngsters inspired by him joined the RSS in 
Maharashtra. Deshmukh was among those who joined the RSS devoting their whole 
life in service to the nation. He was sent to Uttar Pradesh as a Pracharak. At Agra, he 
met Deen Dayal Upadhyaya for the first time. Later, Deshmukh went to Gorakhpur as 
a pracharak where he took great pains to introduce Sangh ideology in the eastern UP. 
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Itwas not an easy task at that time as the Sangh had no funds to meet even day-to-day 
expenses. He had to stay in a Dharmashala but had to keep on changing 
Dharmashalas as no one was allowed to stay there for more than three days 
consecutively. Ultimately, he was given shelter by Baba Raghavdas on the condition 
that he would also cook meals for him. 

Within three years, his hard work bore fruits and almost 250 Sangh Shakhas 
commenced in and around Gorakhpur. Nanaji always laid great emphasis on 
education. He established India's first Saraswati Shishu Mandir at Gorakhpur in 1950. 
When in 1947, the RSS decided to launch two journals Rashtradharma, Panchjanya 
and a newspaper called Swadesh,Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee was assigned the 
responsibility of the editor and Deen Dayal Upadhyaya was made the Margdharshak 
with Nanaji as the managing director. It was a challenging task as the organisation was 
hard up for money to bring out the publications, yet itdid never dampen their spirits and 
these publications gained popularity and recognition because of their strong 
nationalistic content. 

Mahatma Gandhi's assassination led to imposition of ban on the RSS and publication 
work came to a grinding halt. A different strategy was adopted keeping the ban in mind 
and Deshmukh was the brain behind underground publication work by the RSS those 


days. 


POLITICAL LIFE 

When the ban was lifted and it was decided to have a political organisation, Bharatiya 
Jana Sangh came into being. Deshmukh was asked by Golwalkar to take charge of 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh in Uttar Pradesh as its general secretary. 
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In Uttar Pradesh, BJS gained strength from Upadhyaya's vision, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee's oratory skills and Deshmukh's organizational work and it emerged as an 
important player in the state politics. Deshmukh always shared good relations not only 
with his party colleagues but also with his opponents. Gupta, who suffered many 
defeats at the hands of Deshmukh, yet continued to have great respect for him and 
called him 'Nana Phadanvis '. His relations with Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia changed the 
course of Indian politics. Once he invited Lohia in BUS karaykarta sammelan where he 
met Upadhyaya for the first time and this association brought the BJS closer to other 
socialist parties in exposing the Congress and its misrule. Lohia and Deshmukh's 


association led to the first non-Congress coalition government in Uttar Pradesh after 
the 1967 state assembly-election. 


Desmukh actively participated in Bhoodan Movement started by Vinoba Bhave. 


Later, Narayan himself and Morarji Desai, who became the Prime Minister heading the 
Janata Party Government offered him the Cabinet portfolio of Industry, but Deshmukh 
spurned the overture. Deshmukh had won in the 1977 election held after revocation of 
the Emergency with a comfortable margin from Balrampur Lok Sabha constituency of 
Uttar Pradesh. 

When Narayan gave the call for "Total Revolution" 
total support to this movement. is 


He was nominated to Rajya Sabha by the NDA Government in the year 1999 in 
recognition of his services to the nation. 


Deshmukh responded by giving 
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SOCIAL WORK 


The Vice President Shri Bhairon Singh Shekhawat conferring the 'Dnyaneswar Award’ 
to noted & veteran social worker Shri Nanaji Deshmukh, in New Delhion 1 June 2005. 


After retirement from active politics Deshmukh then served Deendayal Research 
Institute that he himself had established way back in 1969, 


He did work towards the anti-poverty and minimum needs programme. Other areas of 
his work were agriculture and cottage industry, rural health and rural education. 
Deshmukh assumed chairmanship of the institute after leaving politics and devoted all 
his time to building up the institute. He was also instrumental in Carrying out social 
restructuring programme in over 500 villages of both Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh states of India. He also published the journal "Manthan" (introspection) which 
- Was edited by K.R. Malkani for many years. 

Deshmukh did social work in Gonda (U.P.), Balrampur and Beed (Maharashtra). The 
Motto of his project was: “Har hath ko denge kaam, har khet ko denge paanee’’. 

He also established Chitrakoot Gramoday Vishwavidyalaya in Chitrakoot, India's first 
rural University, and served as its Chancellor. Nanaji implemented the philosophy of 
integral humanism to improve the living standards of more than 150 villages of 
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APPRECIATION AND RECOGNITION 


He was awarded Bharat Ratna in 2019 (Posthumously) and Padma Vibhushan in 
1999. 


DEATH 


Deshmukh died on 27 February 2010 in the premises of Chitrakoot Gramoday 
Vishwavidyalaya that he established. He was unwell for some time due to geriatric 
problems and had refused to be taken to Delhi for treatment. He bequeathed his body 
to Dadhichi Dehdaan Sanstha of New Delhi which was accepted, and his body was 
sent to All India Institute of Medical Sciences for medical research. His body was sent 
by road up to Satna, Madhya Pradesh, and hundreds of people and local residents 
accompanied this last procession to Satna. From Satna, his body was carried by a 
chartered plane to New Delhi. In New Delhi, his body was kept for few hours at Keshav 
Sadan (Delhi headquarters of the Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh), and after that 
the body was donated to AIIMS with the help of Dadhichi Dehdan Sanstha. 
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Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
25 December 1924 — 16 August 2018 


A Bihari Vajpayee, a former veteran Indian politician, was the 10th Prime Minister 
of India. His Prime Ministerial tenure includes three non-consecutive terms — the 
first for 15 days (from 16 May 1996 to 1 June 1996), the second for a period of 13 
months (from 19 March 1998 to 26 April 1999) and the third for five years (from 13 
October 1999 till 22 May 2004). 

Over the course of his political career, he was elected nine times to the Lok Sabha or 
the Lower House of the Parliament and twice to the Rajya Sabha or the Upper House 
of the Parliament. He contested from four different states - Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh, Delhi, and Gujarat- in different elections. He was a member of the Bharatiya 
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Jana Sangh party that was started by Shri Syama Prasad Mookerjee on 21 October 
1951. The first election that Vajpayee won was from the Balrampur Lok Sabha 
(parliamentary) constituency of Uttar Pradesh in 1957. Vajpayee served as the 


with Bangladesh's Liberation War Honour by the Government of Bangladesh on 7 
June 2015. Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi received the award on his political 
mentor's (Atal Bihari Vajpayee) behalf from the Bangladesh President Abdu! Hamid, 
when the former was on an official tour to the neighbouring country.. 


Atal Bihari Vajpayee was born on 25 December 1924 in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh to a 
a Bihari Vajpayee and Smt. Krishna Devi. 
er of Atal Bihari Vajpayee, had migrated to 
shwar in Uttar Pradesh. His father was a 
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entire life and later adopted a daughter named Namita. He loves Indian music and 
dance. Atal Bihari Vajpayee is a nature lover, and Manali in Himachal Pradesh is one of 
his favourite retreats. 

He retired from politics due to health issues and was known to be suffering from 
dementia and diabetes. Close aides said that he failed to recognise people and mostly 
stayed at home, except for his check-ups that were conducted at the AIl India Institute 
of Medical Sciences. He breathed his last on 16 August 2018, after a prolonged illness 
(AIIMS). 


PROFESSIONAL LIFE OF ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE 
His first encounter with politics occurred in August 1942 at the time of the Quit India 
Movement. Vajpayee and his elder brother Prem faced arrest for 23 days. He joined 
the Bharatiya Jana Sangh when it was newly formed in 1951 and subsequently, he 
was motivated by the party leader Shri Syama Prasad Mookerjee. Vajpayee was with 
Shri Syama Prasad Mookerjee when the latter observed a fast unto death in 1951 in 
Kashmir against the supposed inferior treatment shown towards non-Kashmiri 
visitors. During this strike, Shri Syama Prasad Mookerjee died in prison. Vajpayee 
studied law for some time but did not complete the course as he was more inclined 
towards journalism. This selection might have been influenced by the fact that he had 
been an activist in India's freedom struggle since his student life. He served as an 
editor to publications like Panchjanya, a Hindi weekly; Rashtradharma, a Hindi 
monthly; and dailies like Veer Arjun and Swadesh. In 1951, he was one of the founders 
and members of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh. 
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POSITIONS HELD BY ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE 


In 1957, he was elected as a member of the 2nd Lok Sabha. 


From 1957 to 1977, he was the Leader of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh in the 
Parliament. 


In 1962, he became a member of the Rajya Sabha. 


From 1966 to 1967, he was the Chairman of the Committee on Government 
Assurances. 


In 1967, he was elected as a member of the 4th Lok Sabha for the second term. 


From 1967 to 1970, he remained the Chairman of the Committee on Public 
Accounts. 


From 1968 to 1973, he served as the Presidentof the Bharatiya Jana Sangh. 

In 1971, he was elected as a member ofthe 5th Lok Sabha for the third term. 

In 1977, he was elected as amember of the 6th Lok Sabha for the fourth term. 
From 1977 to 1979, he was the Union Cabinet Minister of External Affairs. 

From 1977 to 1980, he was one of the founders and members of the Janata Party. 
In 1980, he was elected as a member of the 7th Lok Sabha for the fifth term. 

From 1980 to 1986, he was the President of the Bharatiya Janata Party. 


From 1980 to 1984, in 1986 and from 1993 to 1996, he was the Leader of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party in the Parliament. 


In 1986, he became the member of the Rajya Sabha. He was made the member of 
the General Purposes Committee. 
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From 1988 to 1990, he remained the member of the Business Advisory Committee 
and the House Committee. 

From 1990 to 1991, he was the Chairman of the Committee on Petitions. 

In 1991, he was elected as a member of the 10th Lok Sabha for the sixth term. 
From 1991 to 1993, he was the Chairman of the Committee on PublicAccounts. 
From 1993 to 1996, he was the Chairman of the External Affairs Committee. He 
was also the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha. 

In 1996, he was elected as a member of the 11th Lok Sabha for the seventh term. 
From 16 May 1996 to 31 May 1996, he served his first term as the Prime Minister of 


India. 

From 1996 to 1997, he was the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha. 

From 1997 to 1998, he was the Chairman of the External Affairs Committee. 

In 1998, he was elected as a member of the 12th Lok Sabha for the eighth term. 
From 1998 to 1999, he served as the Prime Minister of India for the second time. 
He was also the External Affairs Minister and in charge of ministries and 
departments that were not specifically allotted to any minister. 

In 1999, he was elected as a member of the 13th Lok Sabha for the ninth term. 
From 13 October 1999 to 13 May 2004, he served as the Prime Minister of India for 
the third time. He was also in charge of the ministries and departments that were 


not specifically allotted to any minister. 
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ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE AS PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA 


Five underground nuclear tests were conducted in May 1998 in the deserts of 
Pokhran in Rajasthan. 


During late 1998 and early 1999, Atal Bihari Vajpayee initiated a diplomatic peace 
process with Pakistan. Aimed at resolving the decades-old Kashmir dispute and 
several other conflicts, the historic Delhi-Lahore bus service was inaugurated in 
February 1999. 


Infiltration of militants and non-uniformed soldiers of Pakistan in the Kashmir Valley 
and their subsequent capture of border hilltops and posts centering the town of 
Kargil was well-handled. Operation Vijay was launched by the Indian Army, which 
was successful in pushing back the Northern Light Infantry soldiers and Pakistani 
militants, recapturing around 70% ofthe territory. 


In December 1999, India faced a crisis when the Indian Airlines flight IC 814 was 
hijacked by five terrorists and flown to Afghanistan. They demanded the release of 
some terrorists in return, including Maulana Masood Azhar. The government 
under extreme pressure had to send Jaswant Singh, the then Minister of External 


Affairs, with the terrorists in Taliban-ruled Afghanistan to geta safe passage for the 
passengers. 


The government led by Vajpayee introduced several infrastructural and economic 


reforms, encouraged investments from private and foreign sectors and stimulated 
research and development. 


The then American President Bill Clinton visited India in March 2000, which was 
the first visit by a U.S. president to India in 22 years. 
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= In an attempt to break the ice once again, Vajpayee invited the then President of 
Pakistan Pervez Musharraf for a joint summit in Delhi and Agra, although the 
peace talks failed to attain the breakthrough. 

* The Parliament faced a terrorist attack on 13 December 2001, which was 
successfully handled by the security forces who gunned down the terrorists. The 
terrorists were later found out to be nationals of Pakistan. 

= His government passed the Prevention of Terrorism Act. 

Tithe country's GDP grew at record levels, surpassing 6 to 7 percent, during his tenure 

as the PM. The international image of the country improved with the modernisation of 

industrial and public infrastructure; increased foreign investments; booming of IT 
industry; creation of new jobs; industrial expansion; and improved agricultural 


harvests. 
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Arun Jaitley 
28 December, 1952 - 24 August, 2019 


PERSONNEL INFORMATION ON LIFE OF ARUN JAITLEY 

Name: Arun Jaitley 

Date of Birth: 28 December, 1952 

Place of Birth: New Delhi 

Father's Name: Maharaj Kishen Jaitle y 

Mother's Name: Ratan Prabha Jaitley. 

Spouse Name: Sangeeta Jaitle y 

Children: Son Rohan and Daughter Sonali 

Education: B.Com from Shri Ram College of Commerce, New Delhi and L.L.B from 
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Delhi University 

Occupation: Lawyer and Politician 

Important Positions held: 

From 26 May,2014 to 14 May, 2018 - Finance Minister 

From 13 March, 2017 to 3 September, 2017 - Minister of Defence 

From 26 May, 2014 to 14 May, 2018 - Minister of Corporate Affairs 

From 9 November, 2014 to 5 July, 2016 - Minister of Information and Broadcasting 

From 3 June, 2009 to 26 May, 2014 - Leader of Opposition, Rajya Sabha 

From 2000 to 2002 and 2003 to 2004 - Minister of Law and Justice 

From 26 May, 2014 to 2April, 2018 - Leader of the House, Rajya Sabha 

Since April, 2018— Rajya Sabha member 

Death: 24 August, 2019 

Place of Death: AIIMS Hospital, Delhi eee PAT. i 
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PA O Ke nag health, Infact, in 2019, he did not contest the Lok Sabha 


Elections. 
No doubt, when Arun Jaitley was th 
take some crucial economic initiatives 


Goods and Service Tax (GST). G | 
How we can forget that during Jaitley's supervision, the Modi government merged the 


Railway Budget with the General Budget. Also, the decision of advancing the date of 
the general budget to 1 February was taken with the finance minister Arun Jaitley. For 
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resolving the issues with companies, he introduced the insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code. Inrecenttimes, IBC played a crucial role in the corporate sector. 


ARUN JAITLEY'S: EARLY LIFE AND FAMILY 


He was born on 28 December, 1952 and raised in New Delhi. His father and mother 
were Maharaj Kishen Jaitley and Ratan Prabha Jaitley. His father was a lawyer. He did 
his schooling at St. Xavier's School, New Delhi from 1960-69. From Shri Ram College 
of Commerce, New Delhi he did his graduation in Commerce in 1973 and passed his 
Law degree from Delhi University in 1977. 


In the seventies, he was an Akhil Bharatiya Vidhyarthi Parishad (ABVP) student 
activist in the Delhi University and also became President of the University Students 
Union in 1974. On 24 May, 1982, he got married to Sangeeta Dogra and became the 
father of a son Rohan Jaitley and a daughter Sonali Jaitley. 


ARUN JAITLEY'S: STRUGGLING DAYS AND POLITICAL CAREER 


` During the proclamation of Internal Emergency (1975-77) civil liberties were 
Suspended and Jaitley was also placed under preventive detention first in the Ambala 
Jail and then in the Tihar Jail, Delhi. In 1977, he was the convener of the Loktantric 
Yuva Morcha. 


At this time the congress suffered defeat in the General Elections and he was 
appointed as the president of the Delhi ABVP and All India Secretary of the ABVP. 
Later, he became the president of the youth wing of BJP. 
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LAW PRACTICE 

Since 1977, after completing his law, he did his practice before the Supreme Court of 
India and several High Courts in the country. In the Delhi High Court, he was 
designated as a Senior Advocate in January 1990. In 1989, he was appointed as an 
Additional Solicitor General. In June 1998, he was a delegate on behalf of the 
Government of India to the United Nations General Assembly Session where 
decisions regarding the Declaration on Laws Relating to Drugs and Money laundering 
was approved. 


ARUN JAITLEY AS NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 

Since 1991, he was a member of the national executive of the Bharatiya Janata Party. 
In the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government, he was appointed as the Minister of State for 
Information and Broadcasting on 13 October, 1999. To give effect to the policy of 
disinvestments, for the first time a new ministry was created and he was appointed as 
a Minister of State for Disinvestment (Independent Charge). 

On 23 July, 2000, additionally he took the charge of the Ministry of Law, Justice and 
Company Affairs. In November 2000, he became a Cabinet Minister and 
simultaneously took the charge of the Minister of Law, Justice and Company Affairs 
and Shipping. On 3 June, 2009, he was chosen as the Leader of the opposition in 
Rajya Sabha. 

ARUN JAITLEY'S: PRESENT POSITION 


Currently, he is a member of Rajya Sabha from Uttar Pradesh. Since 26 May, 2014, he 
was a Minister in the Cabinet led Narendra Modi's government. From May 2014 to 
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May, 2019, he was the Minister of Finance and Minister of Corporate Affairs. He was a 
Minister of defence in 2014 and 2017 and Minister of Information and Broadcasting in 
the Government of India from 2014 to 2016. 


POLITICAL TIMELINE OF ARUN JAITLEY 


In 1977 - Appointed as the president of the Delhi ABVP and All India Secretary of 
the ABVP. 

In 1980, he joined BJP. 

Became the president of the youth wing of BUP and the secretary of the Delhi Unit 
in 1980. 

He became a member of the National Executive of the BUPin 1991. 

On behalf of the government ef India, he was a delegate in the United Nations 
GeneralAssembly Session in 1998. 

In 1999, he became the spokesperson of BJP, just before the General Assembly 
Elections. 

In 1999, Minister of State, Department of Information and Broadcasting. 
Additionally, headed the Ministry of Law, Justice and Company Affairs. 

He joined the Council of Ministers as the Minister of State and also became the in 
charge of the newly formed Department of Disinvestment. 

In 2000, for the first time from Gujarat, he was made a member of the Rajya Sabha. 

In 2000, again appointed as the Minister of Law, Justice and Company Affairs. 
Also, appointed as the head of the Ministry of Shipping. 


SUAS ST 


In November 2000, he was appointed as the Cabinet Minister after the resignation 
of Ramjeth Malani. Also, he was the Law Minister in the Cabinet and introduced 
several amendments to the Civil Procedure Code, the Criminal procedure Code 
and the Companies Act. 

In July, 2002, he became the General Secretary of the BJP. 

Till January 2003, he worked as the National spokesperson. 

In 2003, joined the Union cabinet as the Minister of Commerce and Industry and 
Law and Justice and functioned till May 2004. 

In 2006, he was re-elected as a member of the Rajya Sabha. 

In 2012 again from Gujarat, he was re-elected as a member of Rajya Sabha for the 
third term. 

From 2009 to 2012, he was recognised as the Leader of Opposition. 

On 26 May, 2014, he became the Finance Minister with an additional charge of 
defence Ministry but later it was transferred to another person. 


ARUN JAITLEY: WORKS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
As a Law Minister, he brought several electoral and judicial reforms. He set up 
Advocates Welfare Fund and Investor Protection Fund. 


He implemented the scheme of setting up of the Fast Track Courts and also paid 
special attention to the computerisation of the courts. 

He brought amendments in the Motor Vehicles Act and the Negotiable Instruments 
Actto facilitate the expeditious disposal of cases. 
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The High Courts of Chattisgarh, Jharkhand and Uttarakhand were inaugurated 
under his guidance. 


In 2002, he successfully introduced the 84th amendment of the Constitution of 
India for freezing parliamentary seats till 2026. 


For penalising defection, in 2004 he successfully introduced 91st amendments to 
the Constitution of India. 


Played an important role as a strategic planner for the BJP in eight Assembly 
elections. 


In Gujarat, 2002 General Assembly elections, he helped his party colleague 
Narendra Modi to grab 126 seats out of 182. 


In 2007 again he helped Modi ji to come back to power by winning 117 seats out of 
182 in Gujarat. 


He managed the Assembly election in Madhya Pradesh and won along with Uma 
Bharti in 2003. 


In 2004, he specifically put in charge in Karnataka and at the same time in 
Assembly election, BUP won 18 out of 26 Lok Sabha seats and captured 83 seats in 
the assembly elections and emerged as the largesi party. 


He was appointed as the general secretary in charge of elections to MCD of Delhi 
in 2007 in which BJP won 184 out of 272. 


He was appointed as the Vice President of BCCI. 
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INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT ARUN JAITLEY 


— 


When Arun Jaitley took an independent charge as a Minister of State for 
Disinvestment that time the ministry was newly created. 

He never won Lok Sabha Elections. 

He was appointed as Representative of the Central Government to hold 
discussions with the nominees of the Government of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Arun Jaitley was the chief Strategy planner of BJP for the 2014 election and was 
one of the reasons of the massive victory. 

He likes Cricket a lot and so he served in the Delhi CricketAssociation (DDCA) and 
Board of Cricketin India (BCCI). 

He is a Lawyer, writer, author, and politician. 

According to the sources, his favourite politician was Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

His favourite player Virender Sehwag and Gautam Gambhir. 

He did his paperwork's for the Bofors Scandal investigations. 

His clients include Madhavrao Scindia of INC to Sharad Yadav of Janata Dal to L.K 
Advani of BJP. 

He had penned several books publications on current and legal affairs. 

He had also appeared on behalf of multinational giants like Coca-Cola and 
PepsiCo in India. 

He stopped practicing law in around 2009. 
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= Some of the famous books of Arun Jaitley are Andhere se Ujale ki Ore, Articles and 
Speeches by Arun Jaitley A Compilation, Sabka Sath Sabka Vikas book also 
released by Arun Jaitley. 

At the age of 66, he passed away on 24 August, 2019. 

No doubt, the contribution of Arun Jaitley to the BUP and the government for over two 

decades is not forgettable. He has been one of the main strategists for the party. 
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Sushma Swaraj 
14/02/1952 - August 06, 2019 


S ushma Swaraj was an Indian politician and member of the Bharatiya Janata Party. 
She was the Union Minister for External Affairs in the government of India. She 
had served as a member of parliament for the sixth term and was the leader of 
Opposition in the 15th Lok Sabha. She twice became MLA from Haryana during 1977- 
1982 and 1987-1990, and once from Delhi in 1998. In October 1998 she held the 
Position of the first woman chief minister of Delhi. Her political career graph is a 
Manifestation of her role in Indian politics. She held key positions both as a member of 
the ruling party and as that of opposition. She was a role model for many such young 
women who aspire to tread the path of Indian politics. 
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In 1977, Sushma Swaraj became the youngest cabinet minister, at the age of 25 
years. In 1996, during the thirteen-day government under the leadership of Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, she took a revolutionary step of live telecasting of Lok Sabha debates as the 
union cabinet minister for Information and Broadcasting. Sushma Swaraj was the All 
India Secretary of Bharatiya Janata Party as also the official spokesperson of the 
party. 


SUSHMA SWARAJ PERSONAL BACKGROUND 


Sushma Swaraj was born on 14 February 1952 at Ambala cantonment to Shri Hardev 
Sharma and Shrimati Laxmi Devi. Her father was an eminent member of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh. She completed her graduation in B.Awith Political Science and 
Sanskrit as major subjects from the S.D. College of Ambala Cantonment. She did a 
degree course in LL.B. from the Department of Laws of the Punjab University at 


Chandigarh. In 1970 she received the Best Student award from S.D. College, Ambala 
Cantonment. 


She was excellent in extracurricular activities. Some of her interests include classical 
music, poetry, fine arts and drama. She is also a keen reader of poetry and literature. 
Sushma Swaraj was declared the best cadet of N.C.C. of the S. D. College for three 
consecutive years. A state-level competition held by the Language Department of 
Haryana saw her winning the best Hindi Speaker award for three consecutive years. 
She also became the best speaker in Hindi of Punjab University in the A. C. Bali 
Memorial declamation contest and there she was awarded the university colour. She 
has won several awards of distinction in rhetoric contests, debates, recitations, 
dramas and other cultural activities. She was the President of Hindi Sahitya 


Sammelan of the State of Haryana for four years. 


PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND OF SUSHMA SWARAJ 
In 1973 Sushma Swaraj started practicing as an Advocate before Supreme Court of 
India. 


HOW DID SHE ENTER POLITICS? 
Considered as the leader of the next generation, the inception of Sushma Swaraj in 
Indian politics was as a student leader in the year 1970. Many protests against the 
government of Indira Gandhi were organized by Sushma Swaraj. She is an 
exceptional speaker and campaigner, who, after joining the Janata Party, got actively 
involved in campaigning against the Emergency. Her quest in Indian politics saw her 
as the first woman Chief Minister of Delhi and later as the first woman Leader of 
. Opposition. She became the State President of Janata Party in Haryana at an early 


age of 27 years. 


HER MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS 
= In 1977, at the age of 25 years, Sushma Swaraj became the youngest Cabinet 


Minister in India 
In 1979, at the age of 27 years, she became the Janata Party's State President in 


Haryana 
Sushma Swaraj holds record of becoming the first woman spokesperson of a 


national-level political party. 
=" Sushma Swaraj holds credit of becoming the first woman Chief Minister. 
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a Sheisalso the first woman Union Cabinet Minister. 
a Sushma Swaraj also boasts of being the first woman Leader of Opposition. 
Political journey of Sushma Swaraj 


» Sushma Swaraj was a member of the National Executive of Janata Party for four 
years 

For four years she held President position of Janata Party in the state of Haryana 

For two years she remained the all India Secretary of Bharatiya Janata Party 

In 1977, Sushma Swaraj was first elected to the Legislative Assembly of Haryana 

when she was sworn in as the Cabinet Minister in Haryana. She became the 

youngest Cabinet Minister in India and held eight portfolios from 1977 to 1979 that 

includes Social Welfare, Labour and Employment 


In 1987 Sushma Swaraj was re-elected from the Haryana Legislative Assembly. 
This time again she became the Cabinet Minister holding the portfolios of Civil 
Supplies, Food and Education from 1987 to 1990 

InApril 1990, Sushma Swaraj was elected as a member of the Rajya Sabha 

In 1996 Sushma Swaraj became member of the 11th Lok Sabha for the second 
term 


In 1996 during the thirteen-day government under the leadership of Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, she was inducted as the Union Cabinet Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting. She took a revolutionary step of live telecasting Lok Sabha debates. 


In 1998 she was re-elected as a Member of the 12th Lok Sabha for the third term. 
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From 13 October to 3 December 1998, she became the firstwoman Chief Minister 
of Delhi. 

In November 1998 she was elected an MLA from Hauz Khas Assembly 
constituency of Delhi Assembly, but she resigned from the position to retain the Lok 
Sabha seat. 

In April 2000 Sushma Swaraj was again elected as a Rajya Sabha member. 

From 30 September 2000 to 29 January 2003 she remained the Minister of 
Information and Broadcasting. 

From 19 March to 12 October 1998, she was the Union Cabinet Minister in the 
Information and Broadcasting and Telecommunications (additional charge) sector. 
From 29 January 2003 to 22 May 2004, she was the Minister of Health and Family 
Welfare and also Minister of Parliamentary Affairs. 

In April 2006 she was re-elected as member of Rajya Sabha for the fifth term. 

On 16 May 2009 Sushma Swaraj was elected as a member of the 15th Lok Sabha 


forthe sixth term. 
She became the Deputy Leader of the Opposition on 3 June 2009 in the Lok 


Sabha. 

On 21 December 2009. Sushma Swaraj became the first woman Leader of the 
Opposition when she replaced Shri Lal Krishna Advani. 

On May 26, 2014, Sushma Swaraj became the Union Minister for External Affairs in 


the government of India. 
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She has been a member of various committees, such as: 

O Committee on Public Undertakings 

O Library Committee 

(@) Committee on Subordinate Legislation of Haryana Legislature 
O Committee on GovernmentAssurances of the Rajya Sabha 


O Consultative Committee of the Ministry of Human Resource Development 
She also held memberships in: 


O Hindi Salahakar Samiti of the Ministry of Law & Justice 

O Consultative Committee of the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting 
O Committee on Ministry of Communications 

O General Purposes Committee of Rajya Sabha 

O Committee on Televising the proceedings of Parliament 

O Philatelic Advisory Committee of the Ministry of Communications 

O Member ofthe Executive of Indian Parliamentary Group 


Sushma Swaraj was nominated to the panel of Vice-Chairmen of Rajya Sabha 
She was the chairperson of: 


O Joint Committee on Catering in Parliament Complex 
O Committee on Petitions, Rajya Sabha 
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AWARDS WON BY SUSHMA SWARAJ 
= She was given the Best Speaker award by the Haryana State Assembly. 


Sushma Swaraj received the Best Parliamentarian award twice in the years 2008 and 
2010. She is the first-ever and the only woman MP to receive the Outstanding 


Parliamentarian award. 


Shri Anath Kumar 
July 22, 1959 - November 12, 2018 


ABOUT ANANTH KUMAR 

A prominent Indian politician known for his political dexterity, Ananth Kumar is the 
minister in Modi cabinet. A key member of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), he is 
appointed as the Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers in the Modi government. 
FAMILY AND PERSONAL BACKGROUND OF ANANTH KUMAR 

He was born in Bangalore on July 22, 1959 to H N Narayan Sastry and Girija. Born into 
the Brahmin family of middle class, he obtained the degree in law. He is married to 
Tejaswini and the couple is blessed with two daughters. 
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Since childhood, Kumar talked about his love for the country. 


POLITICAL CAREER OF ANANTH KUMAR 
Kumar who believes that 'The foundation stones for a balanced success are honesty, 
character, integrity, faith, love and loyalty’, began his political career as a member of 
Akhila Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) in Kamataka. As the member of ABVP, he 
rose to the position of National Secretary in 1985. He became the most influential 
student leader in the state. In his various positions as a member of ABVP, his 
managerial ability came to the forefront. 

Deciding to take a step into the bigger area of politics, he decided to join BJP in the 
year 1987. His dedication and commitment raised him to the position of the State 
President of the party's Yuva Morcha and he finally became the party's General 
Secretary in 1995. As a result, in the subsequent year he was given the ticket to 
contest Lok Sabha elections from Bangalore South constituency. He won the elections 
and thereupon the graph of Kumar's parliamentary career kept rising. He won the Lok 
Sabha elections of 1998, 1999, 2004, 2009 and 2014. Thus, his popularity got him 
elected for six consecutive times. In the 2014 General Elections, the INC candidate 
Nandan Nilekani posed a tough challenge to Kumar. Kumar managed to retain his 
seat and defeated Nilekani by a margin of more than two lakh votes. And finally, 
secured a position in Modi's cabinet. 
A party loyalist, Kumar was appointed as the Minister for Civil Aviation in Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee's government. He also occupied many other positions in the ministries 
under NDA rule. He held various ministries like Tourism, Sports & Youth Affairs, 
Culture, Urban Development and Poverty Alleviation. His stint during this period 
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lacked lustre. But now as a Cabinet Minister in Modi's government he has got the 
opportunity to fix-up his image. 

Having a strong political bent, Kumar has always been close to the party heads be it 
Advani or Vajpayee and at present Narendra Modi. He always stood behind Advani 
through his ups and downs. He refused to discard his responsibility towards his 
mentor even though he faced the indignation of RSS in his attempt to give Mohammad 
Ali Jinnah, 'the secular’ tag. It is also believed that Kumar played a major role in the 
eviction of former Karnataka chief minister B S Yeddyurappa from the party. After 
Yeddyurappa's resignation in 2010, Kumar tried his level best to gain the position. But 
he failed to convince the Centre. Ananth Kumar died at 2AM on 12th November 2018 
at a hospital in Bengaluru. He was 59. The union minister was suffering from cancer 
and had returned from the US after treatment at a cancer institute in New York 
Asix time winner from Bangalore South, people of the constituency praise him for the 
actions taken by him for the welfare and the development of the people. He is regarded 
as the voice of common man. 

KUMARAPART FROM POLITICS 


Ananth Kumar is a strong believer in nationalism and his own culture. He created 
history when he became the first person who spoke in Kannada in United Nations. He 
is also involved in many social and cultural activities. His famous pastimes include 
sight-seeing and playing with the kids, 
Political Journey of Ananth Kumar 


* He was the secretary of ABVP in Karnataka from 1982 to 1985. Thereupon he 
became the ABVP National Secretary. 
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From 1995 to 1998 he was the National Secretary of BJP. 

He was elected to Lok Sabha in 1996, 1998, 1999, 2004, 2009 and 2014. 

In 1996 he was the member of Consultative Committee, Ministry of Industry and 
the member of Standing Committee in Ministry of Railways. 

Kumar was appointed as the Cabinet Minister of Civil Aviation in 1998. Later on he 
occupied various positions in the ministries. 

In 2007 he was elected as the Chairman of Committee on Finance and the member 
of Business Advisory Committee. 

He became the Chairman of Committee on ExternalAffairs. 

In May 2014 he took oath as the Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers. 
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Manohar Gopalkrishna Prabhu Parrikar 
13 December 1955 — 17 March 2019 


WE an Indian politician and leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party who served as 

Chief Minister of Goa from 14 March 2017 until his death. Previously, he was 
Chief Minister of Goa from 2000 to 2005 and from 2012 to 2014 and from 2017 to 2019. 
He also served as the Minister of Defence from October 2014 to March 2017. In 
January 2020, he was posthumously awarded Padma Bhushan. 


Parrikar proposed the name of Narendra Modi as the prime ministerial candidate 
before 2013 BJP parliamentary elections convention in Goa. He served in the National 
Democratic Alliance government under Prime Minister Narendra Modi as Defence 
Minister of India from 2014 to 2017. He was a former member of Rajya Sabha from 
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Uttar Pradesh. 

He was the first IIT alumnus to serve as MLA of an Indian state, the first IITian to 
become the Chief Minister of a state in India, the first Goan to become a cabinet-rank 
minister at the Centre, and also the first Chief Minister of a state to continue in office for 
over a year despite being diagnosed with terminal-stage cancer. 


EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION 

Manohar Parrikar was born to Gaud Saraswat Brahmin (GSB) family in Mapusa, Goa. 
He studied at Loyola HighSchool, Margao. He completed his 10th Standard Board 
Examination at G.S. Amonkar Vidya Mandir, Mapusa. which was previously known as 
New Goa High school. He completed his secondary education in Marathi and went on 
to graduate in Metallurgical Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology, 
Bombay (IIT Bombay), in 1978. He was awarded the Distinguished Alumnus Award by 


IIT Bombay in 2001. 


POLITICAL CAREER 

Parrikar joined the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) ata young age and became 
amukhya shikshak (chief instructor) in the final years of his schooling. After graduating 
from IIT, he resumed RSS work in Mapusa while maintaining a private business, and 
became a sanghchalak (local director) at the age of 26. He was active in the RSS's 
North Goa unit, becoming a key organiser of the Ram Janmabhoomi movement. He 
conded by RSS to Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) with the objective of fighting 


was se : ; 
the Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party. He is sometimes described as having been a 
pracharak of the RSS. 
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CHIEF MINISTER OF GOA (2000-05), (2012-14), (2017-19) 


As a member of the BJP, Parrikar was elected to the Legislative Assembly of Goa in 
1994. He was leader of the opposition from June to November 1999. He successfully 
contested the election to become Chief Minister of Goa for the first time on 24 October 
2000, but his tenure lasted only until 27 February 2002. In 2001, the Parrikar 
government had turned over fifty-one government primary schools in rural areas to 
Vidya Bharati, the educational wing of the Hindu nationalist group Sangh Parivar, 
inviting criticism from certain educationists. 

On 5 June 2002, he was re-elected and served another term as Chief Minister. On 29 
January 2005, his government was reduced to a minority in the Assembly after four 
BJP MLAs resigned from the House. Pratapsing Rane of the Indian National Congress 
would subsequently replace Parrikaras Chief Minister. 

In 2007, the Parrikar led BJP was defeated in the Goa state elections by the Congress 
led by Digambar Kamat. BJP and their party-allies won twenty-four seats against the 
Congress’ nine in the Goa Assembly Elections held in March 2012. In 2014, Parrikar 
drew Criticism for approving a junket costing at least ¥8.9 million (equivalent to 311 
million or US$160,000 in 2019) for six MLAs from the ruling party, including three 
ministers, to attend the FIFA World Cup in Brazil. The Indian National Congress 


termed the trip "wasteful expenditure" and criticized the lack of other government 
Officials or soccer experts in the delegation. 


On14 March 2017, Parrikar was sworn in as Chief Minister of Goa. Goa Forward Party 
led by Vijai Sardesai, one of the parties who allied with BJP in Goa after election results 
were announced, had said that it would extend support to the BJP only if Parrikar was 
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brought back to the state as Chief Minister. 


UNION MINISTER FOR DEFENCE (2014-17) 

Parrikar interacting with the media after taking charge as the Defence Minister, in New 
Delhi on 10 November 2014. 

Manohar Parrikar (sitting, left) with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Barack Obama 
at the 2015 Republic Day Parade, New Delhi. 

In the 2014 general elections, BJP won both the Lok Sabha seats in Goa. Parrikar was 
reluctant to leave Goa and move to Delhi in November 2014, by his own admission but 
was persuaded by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to join central government. 

Parrikar was preceded by Laxmikant Parsekar as Goa's CM. Parrikar had represented 
the Panaji constituency in the Goa Legislative Assembly when he was a player in the 
state politics. 

In November 2014, Parrikar was chosen as the Minister of Defence replacing Arun 
Jaitley, who, till then, held additional charge of the Ministry. His entry into the 
parliament was facilitated by choosing him as the party's candidate for the elected 
Rajya Sabha seat from Uttar Pradesh. 


CONTROVERSIES 
In 2001, the Parrikar government turned over fifty-one government primary schools in 


rural areas to Vidya Bharati, the educational wing of the Sangh Parivar, inviting 
criticism from educationists. He also drew criticism for approving a junket costing at 
least ¥8.9 million (equivalent to ¥11 million or US$160,000 in 2019) for six government 
MLAs from the ruling party, including three ministers, to attend the 2014 FIFA World 
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Cup in Brazil. The Indian National Congress termed the trip “wasteful expenditure" 
and criticized the lack of other government officials or soccer experts in the delegation. 
Parrikar has often made remarks of controversial nature. In wake of the debate on 
religious intolerance in india and actor Aamir Khan stating that his wife Kiran Rao had 
asked to move cut of India, Parrikar made a controversial remark that "if anyone 
speaks like this, he has to be taught a lesson of his life”. He later clarified that he had 
not targeted any specific individual. In August 2016, Parrikar stated that going to 
Pakistan is the same thing as “going to hell”. In November 2016, Parrikar, while 
serving as Minister of Defence of india, raised a question about why India should bind 
itself to the no first use policy. 

ILLNESS AND DEATH 


During March—June 2018, Parrikar was undergoing treatment for what would turn out 
to be pancreatic cancer at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York, USA. 
He returned to India and in September was admitted in the AIIMS, Delhi for treatment. 
On 27 October 2018 the Goa government announced that CM Manohar Parrikar had 
pancreatic cancer. 
He died on 17 March 2019 at the age of 63 from pancreatic cancer at his residence in 
Panaji. His death was announced by the president of India, Ram Nath Kovind. 


paws evening of 18 March, Parrikar was cremated with full state honours at Miramar 
in Panaji. 
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Lal Bahadur Shastri 
02 October 1904 — 11 January 1966 


WE an Indian statesman and politician who served as the second Prime Minister 
of India. He promoted the White Revolution — a national campaign to increase 
the production and supply of milk — by supporting the Amul milk co-operative of Anand, 
Gujarat and creating the National Dairy Development Board. Underlining the need to 
boost India's food production, Shastri also promoted the Green Revolution in India in 
1965. This led to an increase in food grain production, especially in Punjab, Haryana 


and Uttar Pradesh. 
astri was born to Sharada Prasad Srivastava and Ramdulari Deviin Mughalsarai on 
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2 October 1904, sharing his birthday with Mahatma Gandhi. He studied in East Central 
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Railway Inter college and Harish Chandra High School, which he left to join the non- 
cooperation movement. He worked for the betterment of the Harijans at Muzaffarpur 
and dropped his caste-derived surname of "Srivastava". Shastri's thoughts were 
influenced by reading about Swami Vivekananda, Gandhi and Annie Besant. Deeply 
impressed and influenced by Gandhi, he joined the Indian independence movementin 
the 1920s. He served as the president of Servants of the People Society (Lok Sevak 
Mandal), founded by Lala Lajpat Rai and held prominent positions in Indian National 
Congress. Following independence in 1947, he joined the Indian government and 
became one of Prime Minister Nehru's key cabinet colleagues, first as Railways 


Minister (1951-56), and then in numerous other prominent positions, including the 
Home Minister. 


He led the country during the Indo-Pakistan War of 1965. His slogan "Jai Jawan, Jai 
Kisan" ("Hail to the soldier; Hail to the farmer") became very popular during the war. 
The war formally ended with the TashkentAgreement on 10 January 1966; he died the 
following day, still in Tashkent, with the cause of his death in dispute; it was reported to 


be a cardiac arrest, but his family was not satisfied with the proffered reason. He was 
posthumously awarded the Bharat Ratna. 


EARLY YEARS (1904-191 7) 


Shastri was born on 2 


October 1904 at the home of his maternal grandparents in 
Mughalsarai in a Kayas 


l tha Hindu family. Shastri's paternal ancestors had been in the 
service of the zamindar of Ramnagar, Varanasi and Shastri lived there for the first year 
of his life. Shastri's father, Sharada Prasad Srivastava, was a school teacher who later 
became a clerk in the revenue office at Allahabad, while his mother, Ramdulari Devi, 
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was the daughter of Munshi Hazari Lal, the headmaster and English teacher at a 
railway school in Mughalsarai. Shastri was the second child and eldest son of his 
parents; he had an elder sister, Kailashi Devi (b. 1900). 

In April 1906, When Shastriji was hardly a year and 6 months old, his father, who had 
only recently been promoted to the post of deputy tahsildar, died in an epidemic of 
bubonic plague. Smt Ramdulari Devi, then only 23 and pregnant with her third child, 
took her two children and moved from Ramnagar to her father's house in Mughalsarai 
and settled there for good. She gave birth to a daughter, Sundari Devi, in July 1906. 
Thus, Shastriji and his sisters grew up in the household of his maternal grandfather, 
Hazari Lalji. However, Hazari Lalji himself died from a stroke in mid-1908, after which 
the family was looked after by his brother (Shastri's great-uncle) Darbari Lal, who was 
the head clerk in the opium regulation department at Ghazipur, and later by his son 
(Ramdulari Devi's cousin) Bindeshwari Prasad, a school teacher in Mughalsarai. 


In Shastriji's family, as with many Kayastha families, it was the custom in that era for 
children to receive an education in the Urdu language and culture. This is because 
Urdu/Persian had been the language of government for centuries, before being 
replaced by English, and old traditions persisted into the 20th century. Therefore, 
Shastri began his education at the age of four under the tutelage of a maulvi (a Muslim 
cleric), Budhan Mian, at the East Central Railway Inter college in Mughalsarai. He 
studied there until the sixth standard. In 1917, Bindeshwari Prasad (who was now 
head of the household) was transferred to Varanasi, and the entire family moved there, 
including Ramdulari Devi and her three children. In Varanasi, Shastri joining the 
seventh standard at Harish Chandra High School. At this time, he decided to drop his 
caste-derived surname of "Srivastava" (which is a traditional surname for a sub-caste 
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Gupta, the Kashi Vidyapith was inaugurated by Gandhi in Benares as a national 
institution of higher education on 10 February 1921. Among the first students of the 
new institution, Shastri graduated with a first-class degree in philosophy and ethics 
from the Vidyapith in 1925. He was given the title Shastri ("scholar"). The title was a 
bachelor's degree awarded by the institution but it stuck as part of his name. 


Shastri enrolled himself as a life member of the Servants of the People Society (Lok 
Sevak Mandal), founded by Lala Lajpat Rai, and began to work for the betterment of 
the Harijans under Gandhi's direction at Muzaffarpur. Later he became the President 


of the Society. 


INDEPENDENCE ACTIVISM OF LAL BAHADUR SHASTRI 

In 1928 Shastri became an active and mature member of the Indian National 
Congress at the call of Mahatma Gandhi. He was imprisoned for two and a half years. 
Later, he worked as the Organizing Secretary of the Parliamentary Board of U.P. in 
1937. In 1940, he was sent to prison for one year, for offering individual Satyagraha 
support to the independence movement. 

On 8 August 1942, Mahatma Gandhi issued the Quit India speech at Gowalia Tank in 
Bombay, demanding that the British leave India. Shastri, who had just then come out 
after a year in prison, travelled to Allahabad. For a week, he sent instructions to the 
independence activists from Jawaharlal Nehru's home, Anand Bhavan. He served as 
a elected representative for United Provinces in 1937 and 1946. 


POLITICAL CAREER (1947-1964) 
State Minister 
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Following India's independence, Shastri was appointed Parliamentary Secretary in 
his home state, Uttar Pradesh. He became the Minister of Police and Transport under 
Govind Ballabh Pant's Chief Ministership on 15 August 1947 following Rafi Ahmed 
Kidwai's departure to become a minister at the centre. As the Transport Minister, he 
was the first to appoint women conductors. As the minister in charge of the Police 
Department, he ordered that police use water jets, whose instructions was given by 
him, instead of lathis to disperse unruly crowds. His tenure as police minister (As 
Home Minister was called prior to 1950) saw successful curbing of communal riots in 
1947, mass migration and resettlement of refugees. 


CABINET MINISTER 
See also: Cabinet of India 


In 1951, Shastri was made the General Secretary of the All-India Congress Committee 
with Jawaharlal Nehru as the Prime Minister. He was directly responsible for the 
selection of candidates and the direction of publicity and electioneering activities. His 
cabinet consisted of the finest business men of India including Ratilal Premchand 
Mehta. He played an important role in the landslide successes of the Congress Party 
in the Indian General Elections of 1952, 1957 and 1962. In 1952, he successfully 
contested UP Vidhansabha from Soraon North cum Phulpur West seat and won by 
getting over 69% of vote. He was believed to be retained as home minister of UP, butin 
a Surprise move was called to Centre as minister by Nehru. Shastri was made Minister 
of Railways and Transport in First Cabinet of Republic of India on 13 May 1952. He 
served as the Minister of Commerce and Industry in 1959 and Minister of Home Affairs 
in 1961. Shastri laid the foundation of Mangalore Port in 1964 as a minister without a 
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portfolio. 


PRIME MINISTER (1964-1966) 

Jawaharlal Nehru died in office on 27 May 1964. Then Congress Party president K. 
Kamaraj was instrumental in making Shastri Prime Minister on 9 June. Shastri, though 
mild-mannered and soft-spoken, was a Nehruvian socialist and thus held appeal to 
those wishing to prevent the ascent of conservative right-winger Morarji Desai. 

In his first broadcast as Prime Minister, on 11 June 1964, Shastri staied:, 

There comes a time in the life of every nation when it stands at the cross-roads of 
history and must choose which way to go. But for us, there need be no difficulty or 
hesitation, no looking to right or left. Our way is straight and clear—the building up of a 
socialist democracy at home with freedom and prosperity for all, and the maintenance 
of world peace and friendship with all nations. 


WAR WITH PAKISTAN 
Shastri's greatest momen 
claim to half the Kutch penins 
August 1965. In his report to 
stated: 

In the utilization of our limited resources, we have always given primacy to plans and 
projects for economic development. It would, therefore, be obvious for anyone who is 
prepared to look at things objectively that India can have no possible interest in 
provoking border incidents or in building up an atmosphere of strife... In these 
circumstances, the duty of Government is quite clear and this duty will be discharged 


t came when he led India in the 1965 Indo-Pak War. Laying 
ula, the Pakistani army skirmished with Indian forces in 
the Lok Sabha on the confrontation in Kutch, Shastri 


7 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BUP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


fully and effectively... We would prefer to live in poverty for as long as necessary but we 
shall not allow our freedom to be subverted. 


On 1 August 1965, major incursions of militants and Pakistani soldiers began, hoping 
not only to break down the government but incite a sympathetic revolt. The revolt did 
not happen, and India sent its forces across the Ceasefire Line (now Line of Control) 
and threatened Pakistan by crossing the International Border near Lahore as war 
broke out on a general scale. Massive tank battles occurred in the Punjab, and while 
the Pakistani forces made gains in the northern part of subcontinent, Indian forces 
captured the key post at Haji Pir, in Kashmir, and brought the Pakistani city of Lahore 
under artillery and mortar fire. 

The Indo-Pak war ended cn 23 September 1965 with a United Nations-mandated 
ceasefire. ina broadcast to the nation on the day of the ceasefire, Shastri stated: 

While the conflict between the armed forces of the two countries has come to an end, 
the more important thing for the United Nations and ail those who stand for peace is to 
bring to an end the deeper conflict... How can this be brought about? In our view, the 
only answer lies in peacefui coexistence. india has stood for the principle of 
coexistence and championed it all over the world. Peaceful coexistence Is possible 
among nations no matter how deep the differences between them, how far apart they 
are in their political and economic systems, no matter how intense the issues that 
divide them. 

During his tenure as Prime Minister, Shastri visited many countries including Soviet 
Union, Yugoslavia, England, Canada, Nepal, Egypt and Burma. Incidentally while 
returning from the Non Alliance Conference in Cairo on the invitation of then President 
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of the Pakistan, Mohammed Ayub Khan to have lunch with him, Shastri made a stop 
over at Karachi Airport for few hours and breaking from the protocol Ayub Khan 
personally received him at the Airport and had an informal meeting during October 
1964. After the declaration of ceasefire with Pakistan in 1965, Shastri and Ayub Khan 
attended a summit in Tashkent (former USSR, now in modern Uzbekistan), organized 
by Alexei Kosygin. On 10 January 1966, Shastri and Ayub Khan signed the Tashkent 


Declaration. 


DEATH 

Shastri died in Tashkent, Uzbekistan (then Soviet Union) on 11 January 1966, one day 
after signing a peace treaty to end the 1965 Indo-Pakistan War. Many among Shastri's 
supporters and close relatives, refused at the time, and have refused since, to believe 
the circumstances of his death and allege foul play. Conspiracy theories appeared 
within hours of his death and have thereafter persisted. He was eulogized as a 
national hero and the Vijay Ghat memorial established in his memory. Upon‘his death, 
Gulzarilal Nanda once again assumed the role of Acting Prime Minister until the 
Congress Parliamentary Party elected Indira Gandhi over Morarji Desai to officially 


succeed Shastri. 
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Sunder Singh Bhandari 
12 April 1921 — 22 June 2005 


as a Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh pracharak and politician belonging to the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh and Bharatiya Janata Party. 


EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION 

He was born to Dr. Sujan Singhji Bhandari and Fulkanvarbaiji in Udaipur in 1921 he 
had his school education at Sirohi and Udaipur and college education at Kanpur. He 
passed his Graduation degree in Law from S.D. College, Kanpur in the year 1941 and 
Post Graduation in Arts with Psychology from Dayanand Anglo-Vedic College, Kanpur 
in the year 1942. 
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CAREER 

He practised law at then Mewar High Court for some time before joining Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). He held numerous responsibilities in RSS. He was a 
founding member of Jan Sangh, a political party founded in 1951. 

He served in various organisational posts in Jan Sangha and later in the BUP. He was 
the Vice President of BJP before he became the Governor. He was elected to Rajya 
Sabha from Rajasthan during 1966-1972 and from Uttar Pradesh in 1976 and also in 
1992. 

He was arrested at Delhi Railway station in 1976 when Indira Gandhi declared an 

internal emergency in India. 

He was appointed Governor of Bihar on 27 April 1998 and served till 15 March 1999. 

He served as the governor of Gujarat from 18 March 1999 to 6 May 2003. He died on 

22 June 2005. 
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Pramod Vyankatesh. Mahajan 
30 October 1949 — 3 May 2006 


W an Indian politician from Maharashtra. A second-generation leader of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), he belonged to a group of relatively young 
"technocratic" leaders who lacked a reasonably strong grassroot political base, 
although he was fairly popular in his home state. At the time of his death, he was ina 
power struggle for the leadership of the BJP, given the imminent retirement of its aging 
top brass. 

He was a member of the Rajya Sabha and a General Secretary of his party. He 
contested only two Lok Sabha elections from Mumbai — North East constituency. He 
won in 1996 but lost in 1998. As Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee S 
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telecommunications minister between 2001 and 2003, he played a major role in 
India's cellular revolution. He was widely seen as a successful Parliamentary Affairs 
minister due to his good relations with members of political parties across the 


ideological spectrum. 
On 22 April 2006, he was shot by his brother Pravin Mahajan over a family dispute. He 
succumbed to his injury 13 days later. Pravin was sentenced to lifetime imprisonment 


by the court in 2007. 


EARLY LIFE 

Pramod Mahajan was born to Venkatesh Devidas Mahajan and Prabhavati Venkatesh 
Mahajan in Mahbubnagar, Telangana, India in a Deshastha Brahmin family. The 
Mahajan family had migrated from their home in Mahajan gully in Osmanabad to 
Ambajogai and were staying in a rented house in Mangalwar Peth. Mahajan spent his 
childhood in Ambejogai. He was the second child of his parents, with two brothers 
Prakash and Pravin, and two sisters Pratibha and Pradnya. His father died when he 
was 21. He attended Yogeshwari Vidyalaya and Mahavidyalaya in Beed district of 
Maharashtra and studied at the Ranade Institute for Journalism, Pune. He obtained 
bachelor's degrees in Physics and Journalism and a post graduate degree in Political 
Science. He with Gopinath Munde studied in Swami Ramanand Teerth College, 
Ambajogai, Maharashtra. He passed Maharashtra Certified Typewriting from former 
Mahajan Typewriting Institute, Ambajogai. 

His love for theatre brought him close to Rekha Hamine, whom he courted and married 
on 11 March 1972. They have two children, daughter Poonam and son Rahul 
Mahajan. Both his children are trained pilots. His daughter is married to Anand Rao 
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Vajendla, an industrialist from Hyderabad. 


He worked as an English teacher at the Kholeshwar college in Ambejogai between 
1971 and 1974 before joining active politics during the emergency. 


POLITICAL CAREER 


Mahajan was a member of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) since childhood, 
but he actively got involved when he worked as a sub-editor of its Marathi Newspaper, 


Tarun Bharat in 1970 and 1971. He quit his job as a school teacher and became a full- 
time RSS pracharak in 1974. 


He took part in the agitation against the state of emergency imposed by the then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi and was incarcerated in the Nashik central jail until it was lifted. 
He was one of the select batch of RSS workers co-opted into the BUP and was the 
general secretary of the party's state unit till 1985. Between 1983 and 1985, he was 
also the All India Secretary of his party. After unsuccessfully contesting the 1984 Lok 
Sabha elections, he became the president of the All India Bharatiya Janata Yuva 
Morcha in 1986, a position he held again between 1990 and 1992. By virtue of his 
organizational skills and hard work, he rose to a prominent position, first in the 
Maharashtra state BJP and then at the national level.'citation needed! 


Mahajan's aspirations were always national, but he also did a significant amount of 
work in building up his party's fortunes in his home state of Maharashtra. In this, he 
was partnered with his childhood friend-turned brother-in-law Gopinath Munde (who is 
married to his sister Pradnya). Mahajan was responsible for his party's alliance with 
the Shiv Sena. The alliance went on to win the state assembly elections in 1995 and 
ruled till 1999. Munde was the deputy chief minister in that government. 
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Mahajan came to play a vital role during the coalition era of the late 1980s. He rose to 
national prominence when he helped organize BJP President Lal Krishna Advani's 
Ram Rath Yatra in 1990. 

Despite being credited with responsibility for his party's numerous election victories, 
Mahajan rarely contested or won popular elections himself. He had been elected to 
Parliament many times, but mostly through the Rajya Sabha, the indirectly elected 
upper house. He served in the Rajya Sabha in 1986-92, 1992-96, 1998-2004 and for 
the last time in 2004. He was elected to the Lok Sabha once in 1996 from Mumbai 
North East:' 


GOVERNMENT ; 
The Lok Sabha elections of 1996 brought the BJP to power and Mahajan was 
appointed Defence Minister in Vajpayee's 13-day ministry. When the BJP returned to 
power in 1998, he was first appointed as advisor to the Prime Minister. He resigned 
from that post and stood for Rajya Sabha elections in July 1998. He won and in 
December 1998, he was appointed the Minister for Information and Broadcasting, and 
Food Processing. Ayear later, in October 1999; he was moved to Parliamentary Affairs 
and Water Resources. He relinquished Water Resources a month later in November 
and took charge of Information Technology (in addition to Parliamentary Affairs). 

In 2001, he was appointed to the Communications ministry under controversial 
circumstances. The earlier telecom policy of the government, formulated in 1994, had 
allowed private participation in cellular telephony after open bidding, on payment of a 
license fee determined through the bidding. However, after winning the contracts the 
telecom companies found themselves unable to pay the fixed license fees, 
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supposedly because the victors fell victim to the Winner's curse. The then Minister for 
Communications, Jagmohan attempted tough action against the defaulting 
companies, but was sacked. After this, Prime Minister Vajpayee himself took over the 
cabinet portfolio (with Ram Vilas Paswan as minister of state) and oversaw the 
formulation of the New Telecom Policy of 1999. The policy replaced fixed license fees 
with a revenue sharing agreement, a move that was widely criticized[15] for changing 
rules midway and causing loss of revenue to the government. Mahajan, who 
succeeded to the post in August 2001, after a cabinet reshuffle (that also merged the 
department of Information technology with the Telecommunications portfolio) had the 
task of implementing this policy. 

ASSASSINATION 


On the morning of 22 April 2006, Mahajan's estranged younger brother, Pravin shot 
him with his licensed. 32 Browning pistol inside the former's apartment in Mumbai 
following a dispute. Four bullets were fired, Mahajan was taken to the Hinduja Hospital 
where he was operated upon. Liver specialist Mohamed Rela flew in from London to 
treat him. After struggling for his life for 13 days, Mahajan suffered from a cardiac 
arrest and died on 3 May 2006 at 4:10 pm IST. He was given a state funeral at the 
Shivaji Park crematorium in Dadar, Mumbai on 4 May 2006. 


Pravin surrendered at the Worli Police Station in Mumbai after the shooting. The police 
claimed that it was a premeditated attack born out of resentment built up over a long 
time. Pravin accused his brother of "ignoring and humiliating him, and not giving him 
his due". He also felt neglected and suffered from an inferiority complex because he 
was the poorer younger brother of a much famous elder brother. Pravin was charged 
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with murder under Sec. 302 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). However, Pravin told the 
court that he had not fired the bullets at his brother. On 18 December 2007, Pravin was 
sentenced to life imprisonment. Pravin died on 3 March 2010 due to brain 
hemorrhage. He was on parole when he suffered the stroke and was hospitalised. 
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Bhairon Singh Shekhawat 
23 October 1925 — 15 May 2010 


We: the 11th Vice President of India. He served in that position from August 2002, 
when he was elected to a five-year term by the electoral college following the 
death of Krishan Kant, until he resigned on 21 July 2007, after losing the presidential 
election to Pratibha Patil. Shekhawat was a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), a leading member of the National Democratic Alliance at the time of election. 
He served as the Chief Minister of Rajasthan three times, from 1977 to 1980, 1990 to 
1992 and 1993 to 1998. He represented several constituencies in Rajasthan Vidhan 
Sabha from 1952 to 2002. He was also awarded Padma Bhushan in the year 2003. 
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EARLY LIFE 

He was born in 1925 to a Rajput family in the village of Khachiyarawas, then in Sikar 
district, Rajputana Agency, British India. His father Devi Singh was a farmer of the 
village and her mother, Bane Kanwar was a housewife. He was very much good in 
studies and completed high school but was unable to complete college due to his 
father's death. He had to support his family. He worked as a farmer and an officer sub- 
inspector of police. After working in Police Department for few years he saw his 
interest in the politics and joined Bharatiya Jana Sangh in 1950. In the year 1952, he 
resigned from the position of Police Inspector to contest Elections in Rajasthan 
Legislative Assembly. 


LEGACY 

Referred to as “Rajasthan ka ek hi Singh" (The only lion of Rajasthan) or "Babosa" 
(Head of the family of Rajasthan), Bhairon Singh Shekhawat entered politics in 1952. 
In 1952 he was MLA from Ramgarh, in 1957 from Sri Madhopur, 1962 and 1967 he 
was MLA from Kisan Pol. In 1972 elections he lost but in 1973 he was elected to Rajya 
Sabha from Madhya Pradesh. In 1975 during emergency he was arrested and sent to 
Rohtak jail. He remains the only Non-Congress politician to be the Chief minister of 
Rajasthan for 3 times. And was the first Vice President of India from BJP. 


POLITICAL CAREER 


Janata Party 
After emergency in 1977 he became MLA from Chhabra as Janata Party candidate. In 


that year the Janata Party won 151 of the 200 seats in the state assembly elections of 
Rajasthan and Shekhawat took over as the first non Congress Chief Minister of 
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Rajasthan in 1977. His government was dismissed by Indira Gandhi in 1980. 
BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY 


In 1980, Shekhawat joined the Bharatiya Janata Party (BUP) and became MLA again 
from Chabda and was leader of opposition. In 1985, he was MLA from Nimbahera. 
However, in 1989 an alliance between the BJP and the Janata Dal won all 25 of the 
Rajasthan seats in the Lok Sabha and also 138 seats (BUP:84+Janata Dal:54) in the 
1990 elections to the Ninth Rajasthan Legislative Assembly. Shekhawat once again 
became Chief Minister of Rajasthan and was MLA from Dholpur. His government was 
dismissed in 1992 and President's rule imposed. 


In the next elections, in 1993, Shekhawat led the BJP to be the single largest party, 
winning 96 seats. He himself contested from two seats, becoming MLA from Bali, but 
he lost from Ganganagar seat where he finished third and Congress candidate 
Radheshyam Ganganagar won. Three BJP-supported independents also won seats 
and other independents who supported the BJP took its total to 116. And Shekhawat 
became Chief Minister of Rajasthan for third time. 

In 1998, Shekhawat was elected from Bali again but the BJP lost power and 
Shekhawat became Leader of Opposition in the legislative assembly. Shekhawat won 
every election to the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, except in 1972 when he lost 
from Gandhi Nagar in Jaipur, and in Ganganagar he lost in 1993 and Congress leader 
Radheshyam Ganganagar won. 

Shekhawat was elected as the Vice-President of India in 2002, when he defeated the 


opposition candidate, Sushil Kumar Shinde by a margin of 149 votes out of the 750 
votes polled. 
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In July 2007, Shekhawat fought the Presidential election as an independent candidate 
backed by National Democratic Alliance as a popular Presidential candidate next toA. 
P. J. Abdul Kalam; but lost to the United Progressive Alliance-Left backed candidate 
Pratibha Patil. He became the first vice-president to lose presidential election. 
Following this defeat, Shekhawat resigned from the post of Vice-President on 21 July 


2007. 


NOTABLE POLICIES 

Against Sati Pratha 

Shekhawat played the most crucial role in removing Sati (practice) from Rajasthan as 
a part of their culture, especially among Rajput community. At the time of 1987 whena 
18 years old girl ‘Roop Kanwar’ was burnt as Sati then the matter came in controversy. 
Then at that time without thinking about his votebank, he put a total ban on this 


practise. 


ANTYODAY YOJNA 
Shekhawat started the "Antyoday Yojna" scheme, which was intended to uplift the 
poorest of the poor. The chairman of the World Bank, Robert McNamara, referred to 


him as the Rockefeller of India. 


POWERFUL ADMINISTRATION 

Shekhawat was also known for his control over bureaucracy and the police. He had 

involvement in policies designed to improve literacy and industrialisation in Rajasthan, 

as well as tourism centered on the themes of heritage, wildlife and villages. He was 

also lauded by both, national and international leaders for his historic conduct of the 
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DEATH 


Bhairon Singh Shekhawat succumbed to cancer and other related health problems, 
and died on 15 May 2010 at the Sawai Man Singh Hospital in Jaipur. He was cremated 
the next day, at a plot of land provided by the government of Rajasthan, where his 
memorial is now built. His funeral was attended by thousands of people. He was 


survived by his wife, Suraj Kanwar and his only daughter, Ratan Rajvi who is married 
to BJP leader Narpat Singh Rajvi. 


His wife, Suraj Kanwar (1927 - 2013), died on 9 March 2013 at the age of 86 and was 
cremated at Shekhawat's memorial as per her last wish. 


ELECTORAL HISTORY 


Shekhawat was a member of the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly on the following 
occasions: 


= 1952-1957, Jana Sangh MLA from Danta-ramgarh 

= 1957-1962, Jana Sangh MLA from Sri Madhopur 

= 1962-1967, MLA from Kishanpole 

= 1967 - 1972, MLA from Kishanpole 

1972: Lost from Gandhinagar as Jana Sangh candidate. 
1974 - 1977, Rajyasabha MP from Madhya Pradesh 
1977 - 1980, Janata Party MLA from Chhabra, via a bypoll 
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1980 - 1985, Bharatiya Janata Party MLA from Chhabra 

1985 - 1990, BJP MLA from Nimbahera. (Also won from Amber, but resigned from 
that seat.) 

1990 - 1992, BUP MLA from Dholpur. (Also won from Chhabra, but resigned from 
that seat.) 

1993 - 1998, BJP MLA from Bali. (Also contested from Ganganagar but lost that 
seat, finishing third.) 

1998 - 2002, BJP MLA from Bali 


OFFICES HELD 
He held the following offices: 


22 June 1977 — 16 February 1980: Chief Minister of Rajasthan 

1980 -90 Leader of the Opposition, Rajasthan Legislative Assembly 

4 March 1990 — 15 December 1992: Chief Minister of Rajasthan 

4 December 1993-29 November 1998: Chief Minister of Rajasthan 

December 1998 — August 2002: Leader of the Opposition, Rajasthan Legislative 


Assembly 
19 August 2002-21 July 2007: Vice-President of India 


- 
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Udham Singh 
26 December 1899 ~ 31 July 1940 
Wz an Indian revolutionary belonging to the Ghadar Party, best known for his 
assassination in London of Michael O'Dwyer, the former lieutenant governor of 
the Punjab in India, on 13 March 1940. The assassination was done in revenge for the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre in Amritsar in 1919, for which O'Dwyer was responsible. 
Singh was subsequently tried and convicted of murder and hanged in July 1940. While 
in custody, he used the name Ram Mohammad Singh Azad, which represents the 
three major religions of Punjab and his anti-colonial sentiment. 


Udham Singh is a well-known figure of the Indian independence movement. He is also 
referred to as Shaheed-i-Azam Sardar Udham Singh (the expression "Shaheed-i- 
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Azam", means "the great martyr"). A district (Udham Singh Nagar) of Uttarakhand was 
named after him to pay homage in October 1995 by the Mayawati government. 


EARLY LIFE 

Udham Singh was born into a converted Sikh Koli family of Kamboj clan as Sher Singh 
on 26 December 1899 at Sunam, Sangrur district of Punjab, India. His mother died 
when he was an infant, and his father, Tehal Singh Kamboj, died some years later.[9] 
His father was a farmer and also worked as the railway crossing watchman in the 
village of Upalli. 

After his father's death, Singh and his elder brother, Mukta Singh, were taken in by the 
Central Khalsa Orphanage Putlighar in Amritsar. At the orphanage, Singh was 
administered the Sikh initiatory rites and received the name of Udham Singh. He 
passed his matriculation examination in 1918 and left the orphanage in 1919. 


MASSACRE AT JALLIANWALA BAGH 

Main article: Jallianwala Bagh massacre 

On 10 April 1919, a number of local leaders allied to the Indian National Congress 
including Satyapal and Saifuddin Kitchlew were arrested under the Rowlatt Act. 
Protestors against the arrests were fired on by British troops, precipitating a riot. On 13 
April, over twenty thousand unarmed People were assembled in Jallianwala Bagh, 
Amritsar to celebrate the important Hindu and Sikh festival of Baisakhi, and to 
peacefully protest the arrests. Udham Singh and his friends from the orphanage were 
serving water to the crowd.Troops under the command of Colonel Reginald Dyer 
opened fire on the crowd, killing several hundred; this became known variously as the 
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Amritsar Massacre or the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 


Udham Singh became involved in revolutionary politics and was deeply influenced by 
Bhagat Singh and his revolutionary group.In 1924, Udham Singh became involved 
with the Ghadar Party, organising Indians overseas towards overthrowing colonial 
rule. In 1927, he returned to India on orders from Bhagat Singh, bringing 25 associates 
as well as revolvers and ammunition. Soon after, he was arrested for possession of 
unlicensed arms. Revolvers, ammunition, and copies of a prohibited Ghadar Party 


paper called "Ghadr-i-Gunj" ("Voice of Revolt") were confiscated. He was prosecuted 
and sentenced to five years in prison. 


Upon his release from prison in 1931, Singh's movements were under constant 
surveillance by the Punjab police. He made his way to Kashmir, where he was able to 
evade the police and escape to Germany. In 1934, he reached London, where he 
found employment as an engineer. Privately, he formed plans to assassinate Michael 
O'Dwyer.In Singh's diaries for 1939 and 1940, he occasionally misspells O’Dwyer's 
surname as "O'Dyer", leaving a possibility he may have confused O'Dwyer with 
General Dyer. 


SHOOTING IN CAXTON HALL 
On 13 March 1940, Michael O'D 
East India Association and the 
Affairs) at Caxton Hall, London. 
pages cutin the shape ofa revol 
in a pub,then entered the hall 
Singh shot O'Dwyer twice as h 


wyer was scheduled to speak at a joint meeting of the 
Central Asian Society (now Royal Society for Asian 
Singh concealed a revolver inside a book, which has 
ver. This revolver was purchased by him froma soldier 
and found an open seat. As the meeting concluded, 
e moved towards the speaking platform. One of these 
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bullets passed through O'Dwyer's heart and right lung, killing him almost instantly. 
Others injured in the shooting included Sir Louis Dane, Lawrence Dundas, 2nd 
Marquess of Zetland,and Charles Cochrane-Baillie, 2nd Baron Lamington. Singh 
surrendered immediately after the shooting. 


MURDER TRIAL AND EXECUTION 

On 1 April 1940, Udham Singh was formally charged with the murder of Michael 
O'Dwyer, and remanded in custody at Brixton Prison. Initially asked to explain his 
motivations, Singh stated: | did it because | had a grudge against him. He deserved it. | 
don't belong to society or anything else. | don't care. | don't mind dying. What is the use 
of waiting until you get old?~... ls Zetland dead? He ought to be. | put two into him? | 
bought the revolver from a soldier in a public house. My parents died when | was three 
or four. ... Only one dead? | thought I could get more. 

While in custody, he called himself "Ram Mohammad Singh Azad": the first three 
words of the name reflect the three major religious communities of Punjab (Hindu, 
Muslim, and Sikh); the last word "azad" (literally "free") reflects his anti-colonial 
sentiment. 

While awaiting his trial, Singh went on a 42-day hunger strike and was force fed. On 4 
June 1940, his trial commenced at the Central Criminal Court, Old Bailey, before 
Justice Atkinson, with V.K. Krishna Menon and St John Hutchinson representing him. 
G. B. McClure was the prosecuting barrister.When asked about his motivation, Singh 
explained: 

| did it because | had a grudge against him. He deserved it. He was the real culprit. He 
wanted to crush the e spint of my peoble, so | have crushed him. For full 21 years, | have 
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been trying to seek vengeance. | am happy that | have done the job. | am not scared of 
death. | am dying for my country. | have seen my people starving in India under the 
British rule. | have protested against this, it was my duty. What greater honour could be 
bestowed on me than death for the sake of my motherland. 
= Singh was convicted of murder and sentenced to death. On 31 July 1940, Singh was 
= ~~ hanged-atPentonville Prison. His remains are preserved at the Jallianwala Bagh in 
Amritsar, Punjab. On every 31 July, marches are held in Sunam by various 
Piganisations and every statue of Singh in the city is paid tribute with flower garlands. 
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Chandra Shekhar Azad 
23 July 1906 - 27 February 1931 


sometimes also spelled Chandrasekhar popularly known as by his self-taken name 
Azad, was an Indian revolutionary who reorganised the Hindustan Republican 
Association (HRA) under its new name of Hindustan Socialist Republican Association 
(HSRA) after the death of its founder, Ram Prasad Bismil, and three other prominent 
party leaders, Roshan Singh, Rajendra Nath Lahiri and Ashfaqulla Khan. He often 
used the pseudonym "Balraj" when signing pamphlets issued as the commander in 
chief of the HSRA (Hindustan Socialist RepublicAssociation). 


Early life and career é A 
Azad was born as on 23 July 1906 in Bhabhra village (town) as Chandra Shekhar 
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Tiwari, in the present-day Alirajpur district of Madhya Pradesh. His forefathers were 
from Badarka village near Kanpur (in present-day Unnao District). His mother, Jagrani 
Devi, was the third wife of Sitaram Tiwari, whose previous wives had died young. After 
the birth of their first son, Sukhdev, in Badarka, the family moved toAlirajpur State. 

His mother wanted her son to be a great Sanskrit scholar and persuaded his father to 
send him to Kashi Vidyapeeth, Banaras, to study. In 1921, when the Non-Cooperation 
Movement was atits height, Chandra Shekhar, then a 15-year-old student, joined. As 
a result, he was arrested on 20 December. On being presented before a magistrate a 
week later, he gave his name as "Azad" (The Free), his father's name as "Swatantrata" 
(Independence) and his residence as "Jail". From that day he came to be known as 
Chandra ShekharAzad among the people. 


Revolutionary Life 


After the suspension of the non-cooperation movement in 1922 by Gandhi, Azad 
became more aggressive. He met a young revolutionary, Manmath Nath Gupta, who 
introduced him to Ram Prasad Bismil who had formed the Hindustan Republican 
Association (HRA), a revolutionary organisation. He then became an active member 
of the HRA and started to collect funds for HRA. Most of the fund collection was 
through robberies of government property. He was involved in the Kakori Train 
Robbery of 1925, the shooting of J. P. Saunders at Lahore in 1928 to avenge the killing 


of aoe Lajpat Rai, and at last, in the attempt to blow up the Viceroy of India's train in 
1929. 


Despre being a member of Congress, Motilal Nehru regularly gave money in support 
of Azad. 
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Activities in Jhansi 

Azad made Jhansi his organisation's hub for some time. He used the forest of Orchha, 
situated 15 kilometres (9.3 mi) from Jhansi, as a site for shooting practice and, being 
an expert marksman, he trained other members of his group. He built a hut near to a 
Hanuman temple on the banks of the Satar River and lived there under the alias of 
Pandit Harishankar Bramhachari for along period. He taught children from the nearby 
village of Dhimarpura (now renamed Azadpura by the Government of Madhya 
Pradesh) and thus managed to establish good rapport with the local residents. 

While living in Jhansi, he also learned to drive a car at the Bundelkhand Motor Garage 
in Sadar Bazar. Sadashivrao Malkapurkar, Vishwanath Vaishampayan and Bhagwan 

Das Mahaur came in close contact with him and became an integral part of his 

revolutionary group. The then congress leaders from Raghunath Vinayak Dhulekar 

and Sitaram Bhaskar Bhagwat were also close to Azad. He also stayed for sometime 

in the house of Rudra Narayan Singh at Nai Basti, as well as Bhagwat's house in 

Nagra. 

Gite of his main supporters was Bundelkhand Kesri Dewan Shatrughan Singh, the 

founder of the freedom movement in Bundelkhand, he gave Azad financial as well as 

assistance with weapons and fighters. Azad visited his fort multiple times in 


Mangrauth. 

With Bhagat Singh | f 
HSRA pamphlet after Saunder's murder, signed by Balraj, a pseudonym of 
Chandrashekhar Azad. mpa et 

The Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) was formed by Bismil, Jogesh Chandra 
Chatterjee, Sachindra Nath Sanyal Shachindra Nath Bakshi and Ashfaqulla Khan in 
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1923. In the aftermath of the Kakori train robbery in 1925, the British clamped down on 
revolutionary activities. Prasad, Ashfaqulla Khan, Thakur Roshan Singh and Rajendra 
Nath Lahiri were sentenced to death for their participation. Azad, Keshab 
Chakravarthy and Murari Sharma evaded capture. Chandra Shekhar. Azad later 
reorganised the HRA with the help of revolutionaries like Sheo Verma and Mahaveer 
Singh. 
Azad and Bhagat Singh secretly reorganised the Hindustan Republican Association 
(HRA) as the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) on 9 September 
1928.[9] so as to achieve their primary aim of an independent India based on socialist 
principle. The insight of his revolutionary activities are described by Manmath Nath 
Gupta, a fellow member of HSRA in his numerous writings. Gupta has also written his 
biography titled “Chandrashekhar Azad" and in his book History of the Indian 
Revolutionary Movement (English version of above: 1972) he gave a deep insight 
on the activities of Azad and the ideology of Azad and HSRA. 

eat 
Azad died at Alfred Park (now Azad Park) in Allahabad on 27 February 1931.[10] The 
police surrounded him in the park after Veerbhadra Tiwari (their old companion who 
later turned traitor) informed them of his presence there. He was wounded in the 
process of defending himself and Sukhdev Raj (not to be confused with Sukhdev 
Thapar) and killed three policemen and wounded others. His actions made it possible 
for Sukhdev Raj to escape. He shot himself after being surrounded by the police and 
left with no option of escape after the ammunition was finished. Also, it is said that he 
used to keep a bullet to kiil himself in the event of being caught by the British. The Colt 
pistol of Chandra ShekharAzad is displayed at the Allahabad Museum. 
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The body was sent to Rasulabad Ghat for cremation without informing the general 
public. As it came to light, people surrounded the park where the incident had taken 
place. They chanted slogans against British rule and praised Azad. 
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Subhas Chandra Bose 
23 January 1897 — 18 August1945 


Ws an Indian nationalist whose defiant patriotism made him a hero in India, but 
ney Sosa lomot during World War I! to rid India of British rule with the help of 
naen: > and imperial Japan leit a troubled legacy. The honorific Netaji 
1942—by the | pared Leader") was first applied to Bose in Germany in early 
official ay ne ancian soldiers of the Indische Legion and by the German and Indian 
S icials in the Special Bureau for India in Berlin. Itis now used throughout India. 
Bea ees born into wealth and privilege in a large Bengali family in Orissa 
eai S noon of the British Raj. The early recipient of an unusually Anglocentric 
n, his teenage and young adult years: were interspersed with brilliant 
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academic success, oversize religious yearning, and stark rebellion against authority. 
In a college in which his five brothers had preceded hirn, he was expelled for 
participating in an assault on a professor. He was also rusticated from the University of 
Calcutta, but after reinstatement 18 months later he managed to study blamelessly 
and excel academically. Sent to England at his father's urging to take the Indian Civil 
Service examination, he succeeded with distinction in the vital first exam but demurred 
at taking the more routine but clinching final exam. He cited nationalism to be a higher 
calling than the civil service. Returning to India in 1921 to join the nationalist 
movement led by Mahatma Gandhi and the Indian National Congress, Bose at first 
worked with C. R. Das in Bengal. He flowered under Das's mentorship. He then 
followed Jawaharlal Nehru to leadership in a group within the Congress. The group 
was younger, less keen on constitutional reform, and more open to socialism. Bose 
rose precociously to become Congress president in 1938. After reelection in 1939, 
differences arose between Bose and Gandhi. The senior leadership in the Congress 
supported Gandhi, and Bose resigned as president, and was eventually ousted from 
the party. In July 4940, Bose was arrested by the Bengal government over a small 
protest, and later kept housebound under a strict police watch. In mid-January 1941, 
he escaped from India in dramatic cloak-and-dagger fashion, heading northwestward 


into Afghanistan. 

In April 1941, B 
unexpected, if eq 
German funds were u 
India Radio on which 
recruited from among 
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ose arrived in Nazi Germany, where the leadership offered 
uivocal, sympathy for India's independence. In November 1941, 
sed to open a Free India Centre in Berlin, and to set up a Free 
Bose broadcast nightly. A 3,000-strong Free India Legion was 
Indian POWs captured by Erwin Rommel's Afrika Korps to serve 
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under Bose. Bose's reputation as a politician, adversely affected in the previous two 
years, was refurbished somewhat. Throughout 1941 the Germans intermittently but 
inconclusively considered a land invasion of india. Although it was peripheral to their 
main goals in Eastern Europe, Bose remained optimistic about its likelihood. By the 
spring of 1942, however, the German army had become mired in Russia, and Japan 
had won quick victories in Asia. A German land invasion of India became untenable, 
and Bose became keen to move to southeast Asia. Adolf Hitler, during his only meeting 
with Bose in late May 1942, suggested the same and offered to arrange a submarine. 
During this time Bose became a father; his wife, or companion, Emilie Schenkl, whom 
he had met during an earlier visit to Europe in 1934, gave birth to a baby girl in 
November 1942. Identifying strongly with the Axis powers, Bose boarded a German 
submarine in February 1943. Off Madagascar, he was transferred to a Japanese 
submarine from which he disembarked in Japanese-held Sumatra in May 1943. His 


va child, and 3,000 Indian men remained in Germany, the latter left to an uncertain 
uture. 


The Indian National Army (INA) had been formed in 1942 from the Indian POWs of the 
British Indian army captured by the Japanese in the Battle of Singapore. After arrival in 
Singapore, Bose enlisted Indian civilians, chiefly Tamil ones, in Malaya and 
Singapore. The Japanese had come to support a number of puppet and provisional 
governments in the captured regions. With Japanese support, a Provisional 
Government of Free India under Bose was formed in the Japanese-occupied 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Although the Japanese military at all times exercised 
firm control over the islands, Bose's visit in December 1943 was widely publicized. 
Charismatic and driven, Bose displayed unflagging enthusiasm for the cause of 
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liberating India. The INA under Bose became a model of diversity by region, ethnicity, 
religion, and gender. However, the Japanese considered Bose to be militarily unskilled 
and unrealistic, and Bose's military effort was short-lived. In late 1944 and early 1945, 
the British Indian Army first halted and then devastatingly reversed the Japanese 
attack on India. Almost half the Japanese forces and fully half the participating INA 
contingent were killed. The INA was driven down the Malay Peninsula and 
surrendered with the recapture of Singapore. Bose chose not to surrender with his 
forces or with the Japanese. He aimed to escape to Manchuria with a view to seeking a 
future in the Soviet Union which he believed to be turning anti-British. En route to 
Manchuria, his plane crashed in Taiwan, and he died from third-degree burns. Some 
Indians did not believe that the crash had occurred. Many among them, especially in 
Bengal, believed Bose would return to gain India's independence. 

On the Indian mainland, an Indian Tricolour, modelled after that of the Indian National 
Congress, was raised for the first time in the town of Moirang, in Manipur, in north- 
eastern India. The adjacent towns of Kohima and Imphal were then encircled and 
placed under siege by divisions of the Japanese Army, working in conjunction with the 
Burmese National Army, and with Brigades of the INA, known as the Gandhi and 
Nehru Brigades. This attempt at conquering the Indian mainland had the Axis 
codename of Operation U-Go. 

During this operation, On 6 July 1944, in a speech broadcast by the Azad Hind Radio 
from Singapore, Bose addressed Mahatma Gandhi as the "Father of the Nation" and 
asked for his blessings and good wishes for the war he was fighting. This was the first 
time that Gandhi was referred to by this appellation. The protracted Japanese 
attempts to take these two towns depleted Japanese resources, with Operation U-Go 
— os ——= mm 
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ultimately proving unsuccessful. Through several months of Japanese onslaught on 
these two towns, Commonwealth forces remained entrenched in the towns. 
Commonwealth forces then counter-attacked, inflicting serious losses on the Axis led 
forces, who were then forced into a retreat back into Burmese territory. After the 
Japanese defeat at the battles of Kohima and Imphal, Bose's Provisional 
Government's aim of establishing a base in mainland India was lost forever. 


Still the INA fought in key battles against the British Indian Army in Burmese territory, 
notable in Meiktilla, Mandalay, Pegu, Nyangyu and Mount Popa. However, with the fall 
of Rangoon, Bose's government ceased to be an effective political entity. A large 
proportion of the INA troops surrendered under Lt Col Loganathan. The remaining 
troops retreated with Bose towards Malaya or made for Thailand. Japan's surrender at 
the end of the war also led to the surrender of the remaining elements of the Indian 


Raton Army. The INA prisoners were then repatriated to India and some tried for 
reason. 


nsss ~ _ - 18 August 1945: Death 
Main article: Death of Subhas Chandra Bose 
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Mangal Pandey 
19 July 1827 — 8 April 1857 


as an Indian soldier who played a key part in the events immediately preceding 

the outbreak of the Indian rebellion of 1857. He was a sepoy (infantryman) in the 
34th Bengal Native Infantry (BNI) regiment of the British East India Company. In 1984, 
the Indian government issued a postage stamp to remember him. His life and actions 
have also been portrayed in several cinematic productions. 


EARLY LIFE 
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Main article: Indian Rebellion of 1857 


Mangal Pandey was born on 19 July 1827 in Nagwa, a village of upper Ballia district, 
Ceded and Conquered Provinces (now in Uttar Pradesh). 


Mangal Pandey had joined the Bengal Army in 1849. In March 1857, he was a private 
soldier (sepoy) in the 5th Company of the 34th Bengal Native Infantry. 


On the afternoon of 29 March 1857, Lieutenant Baugh, Adjutant of the 34th Bengal 
Native Infantry, then stationed at Barrackpore was informed that several men of his 
regiment were in an excited state. Further, it was reported to him that one of them, 
Mangai Pandey, was pacing in front of the regiment's guard room by the parade 
ground, armed with a loaded musket, calling upon the men to rebel and threatening to 
shoot the first European that he set eyes on. Testimony at a subsequent enquiry 
recorded that Pandey, unsettled by unrest amongst the sepoys and intoxicated by the 
narcotic bhang, had seized his weapons and run to the quarter-guard building upon 


learning that a detachment of British soldiers was disembarking from a steamer near 
the cantonment. 


Baugh immediately armed himself and galloped on his horse to the lines. Pandey took 
position behind the station gun, which was in front of the quarter-guard of the 34th, 
took aim at Baugh and fired. He missed Baugh, but the bullet struck his horse in the 
flank bringing both the horse and its rider down. Baugh quickly disentangled himself 
and, seizing one of his pistols, advanced towards Pandey and fired. He missed. 
Before Baugh could draw his sword, Pandey attacked him with a talwar (a heavy 
Indian sword) and closing with the adjutant, slashed Baugh on the shoulder and neck 
and brought him to the ground. It was then that another sepoy, Shaikh Paltu, 
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intervened and tried to restrain Pandey evenash 
A British Sergeant-Major named Hewson had arrived 
summoned by a native officer, before Baugh. He had 


the jemadar stated that his NCOs 
by himself. Inresponse Hewson ordered Ishwari 
weapons. In the meantime, Baugh had arrived on the field shouting “ 
Where is he?' Hewson in reply called out to Baugh, 'Ride to the right, sir, for your life. 
The sepoy will fire at you!'Atthat point Pandey fired. 
Hewson had charged towards Pandey as he was fighting with Lieutenant Baugh. 
While confronting Pandey, Hewson was knocked to the ground from behind by a blow 
from Pandey's musket. The sound of the firing had brought other sepoys from the 
barracks; they remained mute spectators. At this juncture, Shaikh Paltu, while trying to 
defend the two Englishmen called upon the other sepoys to assist him. Assailed by 
sepoys who threw stones and shoes at his back, Shaikh Paltu called on the guard to 
help him hold Pandey, but they threatened to shoot him if he did not let go of the 
mutineer. 
Some of the sepoys of the quarter-guard then advanced and struck at the two 
prostrate officers. They then threatened Shaikh Paltu and ordered him to release 
Pandey, whom he had been vainly trying to hold back. However, Paltu continued to 
hold Pandey until Baugh and the sergeant-major was able to get up. Himself wounded 
by now, Paltu was obliged to loosen his grip. He backed away in one direction and 
Baugh and Hewson in another, while being struck with the butt ends of the guards’ 


muskets. 
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ordered them notto arrest Pandey. 
Mangal Pandey's execution took place on 8 April. Jemadar Ishwari Prasad was 


executed by hanging on 21 April. 


AFTERMATH 
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A scene from the 1857 Indian Rebellion 
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The 34th B.N.I. Regiment was disbanded "with disgrace" on 6 May as a collective 
punishment, after an investigation by the government, for failing to perform their duty 
in restraining a mutinous soldier and their officer. That came after a period of six weeks 
while petitions for leniency were examined in Calcutta. Sepoy Shaikh Paltu was 
promoted to havildar (sergeant) for his behavior on 29 March but he was murdered in 
an isolated part of the Barrackpore cantonment shortly before the regiment was 


disbanded. 


The Indian historian Surendra Nath Sen notes that the 34th B.N.I. had a good recent 


record and that the Court of Enquiry had not found any evidence of aconnection with 
unrest at Berhampore involving the 19th B.N.I. four weeks before (see below). 


However, Mangal Pandey's actions and the failure of the armed and on-duty sepoys of 
iti i ities that the 


the quarter-guard to take action convince 
whole regiment was unreliable. Itappeared that Pandey had acted without first taking 


other sepoys into his confidence but that antipathy towards their British officers within 
the regiment had led most of those present to act as spectators, rather than obey 
orders. 


MOTIVATION 


The personal motivati 
During the incident itself he shouted to other sepoys 


here"; “from biting these cartridges we shall be 


here, why don't you follow me". At 
bhang and opium, and was not conscious of his actions on 29 March. 


There were a wide range of factors causing apprehension and mistrust in the Bengal 


on behind Mangal Pandey's behaviour remains confused. 
: "come out — the Europeans are 
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Army immediately prior to the Barrackpore event. Pandey's reference to cartridges is 
usually attributed to a new type of bullet cartridge used in the Enfield P-53 rifle which 
was to be introduced in the Bengal Army that year. The cartridge was thought to be 
greased with animal fat, primarily from cows and pigs, which could not be consumed 
by Hindus and Muslims respectively (the former a holy animal of the Hindus and the 
latter being abhorrent to Muslims). The cartridges had to be bitten at one end before 
use. The Indian troops in some regiments were of the opinion that this was an 
intentional act of the British, with the aim of defiling their religions. 


Colonel S. Wheeler of the 34th B.N.I. was known as a zealous Christian preacher. The 


Hindi and distributed among the Sepoys, thus raising suspicions amongst them that 
the British were intent on converting them to Christianity. 


The 19th and 34th Bengal Native Infantry were stationed at Lucknow during the time of 
the annexation of Oudh in 1856 because of alleged misgovernment by the Nawab. 


Privilege in the context of native courts. As a result of the East India Company's action, 


they lost that special status, since Oudh no longer existed as a nominally independent 
political entity. 


The 19th B.N.I. is important because it was the regiment charged with testing the new 
cartridges on 26 February 1857, However, right up to the mutiny the new rifles had not 


had been through the preceding half-century. The paper used in 
wrapping the cartridges was of a different colour, arousing suspicions. The non- 
commissioned officers of the regiment refused to accept the cartridges on 26 
February. This information was conveyed to the commanding officer, Colonel William 
Mitchell; he took it upon himself to try to convince the sepoys that the cartridges were 
no different from those they had been accustomed to and that they need not bite it. He 
concluded his exhortation with an appeal to the native officers to uphold the honour of 
the regiment and a threat to court-martial such sepoys as refused to accept the 
cartridge. However, the next morning the sepoys of the regiment seized their bell of 
arms (weapons store). The subsequent conciliatory behaviour of Mitchell convinced 


the sepoys toreturn to their barracks. 


COURT OF ENQUIRY 

A Court of Enquiry was ordered which, after an investigation lasting nearly a month, 
recommended the disbanding of the 49th B.N.I. The same was carried out on 31 
March. The 19th B.N.I. were allowed to retain items of uniform and were provided by 
the government with allowances to return to their homes. Both Colonel Mitchell of the 
49th B.N.I. and (subsequent to the incident of 29 March) Colonel Wheeler of Pandey's 
34th B.N.I. were declared unsuited to take charge of any new regiments raised to 


replace the disbanded units. 
CONSEQUENCES 


The attack by and punishment of Pandey is widely seen as the opening scene of what 
came to be known as the Indian Rebellion of 1857. Knowledge of his action was 
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widespread amongst his fellow sepoys and is assumed to have been one of the 
factors leading to the general series of mutinies that broke out during the following 
months. Mangal Pandey would prove to be influential for later figures in the Indian 
Nationalist Movement like V.D. Savarkar, who viewed his motive as one of the earliest 
manifestations of Indian Nationalism. Modern Indian nationalists portray Pandey as 
the mastermind behind a conspiracy to revolt against the British, although a recently 
published analysis of events immediately preceding the outbreak concludes that 
"there is little historical evidence to back up any of these revisionist interpretations". 

During the rebellion that followed, Pandee or Pandey became the derogatory term 


used by British soldiers and civilians when referring to a mutinous sepoy. This was a 
direct derivation from the name of Mangal Pandey. 
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PRATAP SINGH 
9 May 1540 — 19 January 1597 


Pome known as Maharana Pratap, was a king of Mewar, a region in north- 
western India in the present-day state of Rajasthan. He was titled as “Mewari 
table for his military resistance against the expansionism of the 


Rana" and was no 
known for his participation in the Battle of Haldighati and 


Mughal Empire and was 
Battle of Dewair. 

EARLY LIFE AND ACCESSION 
Maharana Pratap was born in a Hindu Rajput family. He was born to Udai Singh Il and 
Jaiwanta Bai. His younger brothers were Shakti Singh, Vikram Singh and Jagmal 
Singh. Pratap also had 2 stepsisters: Chand Kanwar and Man Kanwar. He was 
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married to Ajabde Punwar of Bijolia and he had married 10 other women and was 
survived by 17 children including Amar Singh |. He belonged to the Royal Family of 


Sisodia Rajputs. Jagmal swore revenge and left for Ajmer, to join the armies of Akbar, 
and obtained the town of Jahazpur as a Jagirasa giftin return for his help. 


MILITARY CAREER 
Battle of Haldighati 


of the battle was a Narrow mountain pass at Haldighati near Gogunda, modern day 
Rajsamand in Rajasthan. Pratap Singh fielded a force of around 3000 cavalry and 400 
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Bhil archers. The Mughals were led by Man Singh of Amber, who commanded an army 
numbering around 5000-1 0,000 men. After a fierce battle lasting more than six hours, 
the Maharana found himself wounded and the day lost. He managed to retreat to the 
hills and lived to fight another day. 
Haldighati was a futile victory for the Mughals, as they were unable to kill or capture 
aoe Singh, or any of his close family members in Udaipur. As soon as the empire's 
a shifted north-west, Pratap and his army recaptured the western regions of his 
ominion. While the sources also claimes that Pratap able to make a successful 


escape, the battle failed to break the deadlock between the two powers. 


Subsequently, Akbar led a sustained campaign against the Rana, and soon, 


Goganda, Udaipur, and Kumbhalgarh were all under his control. 


RECONQUEST OF MEWAR 

Main article: Battle of Dewair (1582) 

xed after 1579 following rebellions in Bengal and Bihar 
j 4582, Pratap Singh attacked and 


occupied the Mughal post at Dewair (or Dewar) in the Battle of Dewair. This led to the 
in Mewar. After this defeat, 


automatic liquidation of all 36 Mughal military outposts In 
Akbar stopped his military campaigns against Mewar. 
crowning glory for the Maharana, with James Tod describing | 
Mewar". In 1585, Akbar moved to Lahore and remained there 
years watching the situation in the north-west. j 

to Mewar during this period. Taking advantage © 
Western Mewar including Kumbhalgarh, Udaipur and Gogunda. During 
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also built a new capital, Chavand, near modern Dungarpur. 
DEATH 


Reportedly, Pratap died of injuries sustained in a hunting accident, at Chavand[ on 19 
January 1597, aged 56. He was Succeeded by his eldest son, Amar Singh I. On his 
death bed, Pratap told his son never to submit to the Mughals and to win Chittor back. 
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Bhama Shah 
28th June 1547 — 1600 


W a noted general, minister and close aide of Maharana Pratap. Bhama Shah 
is well known for providing his wealth to Maharana Pratap, when Maharana had 
become financially weak. The funds provided by Bhama Shah allowed him to restore 


his army and much of his territory. 


BIOGRAPHY 


Bhamashah was born on 28th June 154 
was Qiledar of Ranthambore Fort app 
minister under Maharana Udai Singh Il. 


7 in oswal family. His father Bharmal Kawedia 
ointed by Rana Sanga and was later prime 
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Bhama Shah was a great general, adviser, minister of Mewar, who was later promoted 


able administrator, valiant fighter and commanded 
occasions like his elder brother Bhamashah. 


Both of them were noted for their statesmanship, 


Bhamashah was the nagar seth of Chittor. Afte 
Akbar in the Battle of Haldighati, had no funds at 
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Shivaji Bhonsale 
February 19, 1630 — April 3, 1680 


Ws an Indian ruler and a member of the Bhonsle Maratha clan. Shivaji carved 

out an enclave from the declining Adilshahi sultanate of Bijapur that formed the 
genesis of the Maratha Empire. In 1674, he was formally crowned as the Chhatrapati 
(emperor) of his realm at Raigad. 


Over the course of his life, Shivaji engaged in both alliances and hostilities with the 
Mughal Empire, Sultanate of Golkonda and Sultanate of Bijapur, as well as European 
colonial powers. Shivaji's military forces expanded the Maratha sphere of influence, 
Capturing and building forts, and forming a Maratha navy. Shivaji established a 
competent and progressive civil rule with well-structured administrative 
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organisations. He revived ancient Hindu political traditions and court conventions and 
promoted the usage of Marathi language. . 

Shivaji's legacy was to vary by observer and time, but nearly two centuries after his 
death, he began to take on increased importance with the emergence of the Indian 
independence movement, as many Indian nationalists elevated him as a proto- 
nationalist and hero of the Hindus. 


ANCESTORS 

See also: Bhonsle §origin 

Shivaji was born in family of Bhonsle, a Maratha clan.[7]Shivaji's paternal grandfather 
Maloji (1552-1597) was an influential general of Ahmadnagar Sultanate, and was 
awarded the epithet of "Raja". He was given deshmukhi rights of Pune, Supe, Chakan 
and Indapur for military expenses. He was also given Fort Shivneri for his family's 


residence. 


Shivaji was born in the hill-fort of Shivneri, near the city of Junnar in what is now Pune 


district. Sc s disagree on his date of birth. The Government of Maharashtra lists 
19 Teie nday commemorating Shivaji's birth (Shivaji Jayanti). Shivaji was 
named after a local deity, the goddess Shivai. Shivaji's father Shahaji Bhonsle was a 
Maratha general who served the Deccan Sultanates. His mother was Jijabai, the 
daughter of Lakhuji Jadhavrao of Sindhkhed, a Mughal-aligned sardar ciaiming 


descent from a Yadav royal family of Devagiri. 
At the time of Shivaji's birth, powerin Deccan was shared by three Islamic sultanates: 
Bijapur, Ahmednagar, and Golkonda. Shahaji often changed his loyalty between the 


ZA 


=Q- Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Nizamshahi of Anmadnagar, the Adilshah of Bijapur and the Mughals, but always kept 
his jagir (fiefdom) at Pune and his small army. 


UPBRINGING 


Shivaji was devoted to his mother Jijabai, who was deeply religious. His studies of the 
Hindu epics, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, also influenced his lifelong 
defence of Hindu values. He was deeply interested in religious teachings, and 
regularly sought the company of Hindu saints. Shahaji, meanwhile had married a 
second wife, Tuka Bai from the Mohite family. Having made peace with the Mughals, 
ceding them six forts, he went to serve the Sultanate of Bijapur. He moved Shivaji and 
Jijabai from Shivneri to Pune and left them in the care of his jagir administrator, Dadoji 
Konddeo, who has been credited with overseeing the education and training of young 
Shivaji. 

Many of Shivaji's comrades, and later a number of his soldiers, came from the Maval 
region, including Yesaji Kank, Suryaji Kakade, Baji Pasalkar, Baji Prabhu Deshpande 
and Tanaji Malusare. Shivaji traveled the hills and forests of the Sahyadri range with 
his Maval friends, gaining skills and familiarity with the land that would prove useful in 
his military career. Shivaji's independent spirit and his association with the Maval 
youths did not sit well with Dadoji, who complained without success to Shahaji. 


In 1639, Shahaji was stationed at Bangalore, which was conquered from the Nayaks 
who had taken control after the demise of the Vijayanagara Empire. He was asked to 
hold and settle the area. Shivaji was taken to Bangalore where he, his elder brother 
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Sambhaji, and his half brother Ekoji | were further formally trained. He married Saibai 
from the prominent Nimbalkar family in 1640. As early as 1645, the teenage Shivaji 
expressed his concept for Hindavi Swarajya (Indian self-rule), in a letter. 


CONFLICT WITH BIJAPUR ; 
In 1645, the 15-year-old Shivaji bribed or persuaded Inayat Khan, the Bijapuri 
commander of the Torna Fort, to hand over possession of the fort to him. The Maratha 
Firangoji Narsala, who held the Chakan fort, professed his loyalty to Shivaji, and the 
fort of Kondana was acquired by bribing the Bijapuri governor. On 25 July 1648, 
Shahaji was imprisoned by Baji Ghorpade under the orders of Bijapuri ruler 
Mohammed Adilshah, in a bid to contain Shivaji. 

According to Sarkar, Shahaji was released in 1649 after the capture of Jinji secured 
Adilshah's position in Karnataka. During these developments, from 1649-1655 
Shivaji paused in his conquests and quietly consolidated his gains. After his release, 
Shahaji retired from public life, and died around 1664-1665 in a hunting accident. 
Following his father's release, Shivaji resumed raiding, and in 1656, under 
controversial circumstances, killed Chandrarao More, a fellow Maratha feudatory of 
Bijapur, and seized the valley of Javali, near present-day Mahabaleshwar, from him. In 
addition to the Bhonsale and the More families, many others including Sawant of 
Sawantwadi, Ghorpade of Mudhol, Nimbalkar of Phaltan, Shirke, Mane and Mohite 
also served Adilshahi of Bijapur, many with Deshmukhi rights. Shivaji adopted 
different strategies to subdue these powerful families such as marrying their 
daughters, dealing directly with village Patil to bypass the Deshmukhs, or fighting 
them. ; 
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Adilshah was displeased at his losses to Shivaji's forces, which his vassal Shahaji 
disavowed. Having ended his conflict with the Mughals and having a greater ability to 
respond, in 1657 Adilshah sentAfzal Khan, a veteran general, to arrest Shivaji. Before 
engaging him, the Bijapuri forces desecrated the Tulja Bhavani Temple, holy to 


Shivaji's family, and the Vithoba temple at Pandharpur, a major pilgrimage site for the 
Hindus. 


Pursued by Bijapuri forces, Shivaji retreated to Pratapgad fort, where many of his 
colleagues pressed him to surrender. The two forces found themselves ata stalemate, 
with Shivaji unable to break the siege, while Afzal Khan, having a powerful cavalry but 
lacking siege equipment, was unable to take the fort. After two months, Afzal Khan 
sen! an envoy to Shivaji suggesting the two leaders meet in private outside the fort to 
parley. 

The two met in a hut at the foothills of Pratapgad fort on 10 November 1659. The 
arrangements had dictated that each come armed only with a:sword, and attended by 
one follower. Shivaji, either suspecting Afzal Khan would arrest or attack him, or 
secretly planning to attack himself, wore armour beneath his clothes, concealed a 
bagh nakh (metal "tiger claw") on his leftarm, and had a dagger in his right hand. 


Accounts vary on whether Shivaji or Afzal Khan struck the first blow: Maratha 
chronicles accuse Afzal Khan of treachery, while Persian-language records attribute 
the treachery to Shivaji. In the fight, Afzal Khan's dagger was stopped by Shivaji's 
armour, and Shivaji's weapons inflicted mortal wounds on the general; Shivaji then 
fired a cannon to signal his hidden troops to attack the Bijapuri army. In the ensuing 
Battle of Pratapgarh fought on 10 November 1659, Shivaji's forces decisively 
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defeated the Bijapur Sultanate's forces.'citation needed’ More than 3,000 soldiers of 
the Bijapur army were killed and one sardar of high rank, two sons of Afzal Khan and 
two Maratha chiefs were taken prisoner. 

After the victory, a grand review was held by Shivaji below Pratapgarh. The captured 
enemy, both officers and men, were set free and sent back to their homes with money, 
food and other gifts. Marathas were rewarded accordingly. 

Until 1657, Shivaji maintained peaceful relations with the Mughal Empire. Shivaji 
offered his assistance to Aurangzeb.who then, was the Mughal viceroy of the Deccan 
and son of the Mughal emperor, in conquering Bijapur in return for formal recognition 
of his right to the Bijapuri forts and villages under his possession. Dissatisfied with the 
Mughal response, and receiving a better offer from Bijapur, he launched a raid into the 
Mughal Deccan. Shivaji's confrontations with the Mughals began in March 1657, 
when two of Shivaji's officers raided the Mughal territory near Ahmednagar. This was 
followed by raids in Junnar, with Shivaji carrying off 300,000 hun in cash and 200 
horses. Aurangzeb responded to the raids by sending Nasiri Khan, who defeated the 
forces of Shivaji at Ahmednagar. However, Aurangzeb's countermeasures against 
Shivaji were interrupted by the rainy season and his battle of succession with his 
brothers for the Mughal throne following the illness of the emperor Shah Jahan. 


now the Mughal emperor, 
with an army. numbering over 450,000 along 


with a powerful artillery division in January 1660 to attack Shivaji in conjunction with 
Bijapur’s army led by Siddi Jauhar. Shaista Khan, with his better-equipped and 
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-provisioned army of 80,000 seized Pune. He also took the nearby fort of Chakan, 
besieging it for a month and a half before breaching the walls.[64] Shaista Khan 
pressed his advantage of having a larger, better provisioned and heavily armed 
Mughal army and made inroads into some of the Maratha territory, seizing the city of 
Pune and establishing his residence at Shivaji's palace of Lal Mahal. 


In April 1663, Shivaji launched a surprise attack on Shaista Khan in Pune, along with a 
small group of men. After gaining access to Khan's compound, the raiders were able to 
kill some of his wives; Shaista Khan escaped, losing a finger in the melee. The Khan 
took refuge with the Mughal forces outside of Pune, and Aurangzeb punished him for 
this embarrassmentwith a transfer to Bengal. 


In retaliation for Shaista Khan's attacks, and to replenish his now-depleted treasury, in 
1664 Shivaji sacked the port city of Surat, a wealthy Mughal trading centre. 


TREATY OF PURANDAR 


The attacks on Shaista Khan and Surat enraged Aurangzeb. In response he sent the 
Rajput Mirza Raja Jai Singh | with an army numbering around 15,000 to defeat Shivaji. 
Throughout 1665, Jai Singh's forces pressed Shivaji, with their cavalry razing the 
countryside, and their siege forces investing Shivaji's forts. The Mughal commander 
succeeded in luring away several of Shivaji's key commanders, and many of his 
cavalrymen, into Mughal service. By mid-1665, with the fortress at Purandar besieged 
and near capture, Shivaji was forced to come to terms with Jai Singh. 


In the Treaty of Purandar, signed between Shivaji and Jai Singh on 11 June 1665, 
Shivaji agreed to give up 23 of his forts, keeping 12 for himself, and pay compensation 
of 400,000 gold hun to the Mughals. Shivaji agreed to become a vassal of the Mughal 
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empire, and to send his son Sambhaji, along with 5,000 horsemen, to fight for the 
Mughals in the Deccan as a mansabdar. 


ARREST IN AGRA AND ESCAPE 

In 1666, Aurangzeb summoned Shivaji to Agra (though some sources instead state 
Delhi), along with his nine-year-old son Sambhaji. Aurangzeb's plan was to send 
Shivaji to Kandahar, now in Afghanistan, to consolidate the Mughal empire's 
northwestern frontier. However, in the court, on 12 May 1666, Aurangzeb made Shivaji 
stand behind mansabdars (military commanders) of his court. Shivaji took offence and 
stormed out of court, and was promptly placed under house arrest under the watch of 
Faulad Khan, Kotwal of Agra. 

Shivaji's position under house arrest was perilous, as Aurangzeb's court debated 
whether to kill him or continue to employ him, and Shivaji used his dwindling funds to 
bribe courtiers to support his case. Orders came from the emperor to station Shivaji in 
Kabul, which Shivaji refused. Instead he asked for his forts to be returned and to serve 
the Mughals as a mansabdar; Aurangzeb rebutted that he must surrender his 
remaining forts before returning to Mughal service. Shivaji managed to escape from 
Agra, likely by bribing the guards, though the emperor was never able to ascertain a 
he escaped despite an investigation. Popular legend says that Shivaji smugg e 
himself and his son out of the house in large baskets, claimed to be sweets to be gifted 
to religious figures in the city. 


PEACE WITH THE MUGHALS ’ 
After Shivaji's escape, hostilities with the Mughals ebbed, with Mug 


hal sardar Jaswant 
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Singh acting as intermediary between Shivaji and Aurangzeb for new peace 
proposals. During the period between 1666 and 1668, Aurangzeb conferred the title of 
raja on Shivaji. Sambhaji was also restored as a Mughal mansabdar with 5,000 
horses. Shivaji at that time sent Sambhaji with general Prataprao Gujar to serve with 
the Mughal viceroy in Aurangabad, Prince Mu'azzam. Sambhaji was also granted 
territory in Berar for revenue collection. Aurangzeb also permitted Shivaji to attack the 
decaying Adil Shahi; the weakened Sultan Ali Adil Shah II sued for peace and granted 
the rights of sardeshmukhi and chauthai to Shivaji. 


RECONQUEST 


The peace between Shivaji and the Mughals lasted until 1670. At that time Aurangzeb 
became suspicious of the close ties between Shivaji and Mu'azzam, who he thought 
might usurp his throne, and may even have been receiving bribes from Shivaji. Also at 
that time, Aurangzeb, occupied in fighting the Afghans, greatly reduced his army in the 
Deccan; many of the disbanded soldiers quickly joined Maratha service. The Mughals 
also took away the jagir of Berar from Shivaji to recover the money lent to him a few 
years earlier. In response, Shivaji launched an offensive against the Mughals and 


recovered a major portion of the territories surrendered to them in a span of four 
months. 


Shivaji sacked Surat for second time in 1670; the English and Dutch factories were 
able to repel his attack, but he managed to sack the city itself, including plundering the 
goods of a Muslim prince from Mawara-un-Nahr who was returning from Mecca. 
Angered by the renewed attacks, the Mughals resumed hostilities with the Marathas, 
sending a force under Daud Khan to intercept Shivaji on his return home from Surat, 
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butwere defeated in the Battle of Vani-Dindori near present-day Nashik. 


In October 1670, Shivaji sent his forces to harass the English at Bombay; as they had 
refused to sell him war materiel, his forces blocked English woodcutting parties from 
leaving Bombay. In September 1671, Shivaji sent an ambassador to Bombay, again 
seeking materiel, this time for the fight against Danda-Rajpuri. The English had 
misgivings of the advantages Shivaji would gain from this conquest, but also did not 
want to lose any chance of receiving compensation for his looting their factories at 
Rajapur. The English sent Lieutenant Stephen Ustick to treat with Shivaji, but 
negotiations failed over the issue of the Rajapur indemnity. Numerous exchanges of 
envoys followed over the coming years, with some agreementas to the arms issues in 
1674, but Shivaji was never to pay the Rajapur indemnity before his death, and the 
factory there dissolved at the end of 1682. 


BATTLES OF UMRANI AND NESARI 
In 1674, Prataprao Gujar, the commander-in-chief of the Maratha forces, was sent to 
push back the invading force led by the Bijapuri general, Bahlol Khan. Pratapraos 
forces defeated and captured the opposing general in the battle, after cutting-off their 
water supply by encircling a strategic lake, which prompted Bahlol Khan to sue Dr 
peace. In spite of Shivaji's specific warnings against doing SO, Prataprao release 
Bahlol Khan, who started preparing for a fresh invasion. 

Shivaji sent a displeased letter to Prataprao, refusing him audience until Bahlol ran 
was re-captured. Upset by his commander's rebuke, Prataprao found Bahloi s = 
and charged his position with only six other horsemen, leaving his main force be ino ; 
Prataprao was killed in combat; Shivaji was deeply grieved on hearing of Prataprao'S 
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death, and arranged for the marriage of his second son, Rajaram, to Prataprao's 
daughter. Anandrao Mohite became Hambirrao Mohite, the new sarnaubat 
(commander-in-chief of the Maratha forces). Raigad Fort was newly built by Hiroji 
Indulkar as a capital of nascent Maratha kingdom. 


CORONATION 


Shivaji had acquired extensive lands and wealth through his campaigns, but lacking a 
formal title he was still technically a Mughal zamindar or the son of a Bijapuri jagirdar, 
with no legal basis to rule his de facto domain. Akingly title could address this and also 
prevent any challenges by other Maratha leaders, to whom he was technically equal. it 
would also provide the Hindu Marathas with a fellow Hindu sovereign in a region 
otherwise ruled by Muslims. 


Controversy erupted amongst the Brahmins of Shivaji's court: they refused to crown 
Shivaji as a king because that status was reserved for those of tne kshatriya (warrior) 
varna in Hindu society. Shivaji was descended from a line of headmen of farming 
villages, and the Brahmins accordingly categorised him as being of the shudra 
(cultivator) varna. They noted that Shivaji had never had a sacred thread ceremony, 
and did not wear the thread, which a kshatriya would.[88] Shivaji summoned Gaga 
Bhatt, a pandit of Varanasi, who stated that he had found a genealogy proving that 
Shivaji was descended from the Sisodia Rajputs, and thus indeed a kshatriya, albeit 
one in need of the ceremonies befitting his rank. To enforce this status, Shivaji was 
given a sacred thread ceremony, and remarried his spouses under the Vedic rites 
expected of a kshatriya. However, following historical evidence, Shivaji's claim to 
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Rajput, and specifically Sisodia ancestry may be interpreted as being anything from 
tenuous at best, to inventive in a more extreme reading. ese Ae 
n May Shivaji performed penance for not observing Kshatriya rites £t 
A ara healt for so long. Then he was invested by Gaga Bhatta WiSe 
sacred thread. On insistence of other Brahmins, Gaga Bhatta dropped the on cae 
and initiated Shivaji in a modified form of the life of the twice-born, nets Ppi 
him on a par with the Brahmans. Next day, Shivaji made atonement for ies Le 
he committed in his own lifetime. Two learned Brahmans pointed on eo y 3 ae 
conducting his raids, had burnt cities which resulted in the death o) a a oie ae 
women and children, and now could be cleansed of this sin for aoe a Do 
8,000, and Shivaji paid this amount.[95] Total expenditure Meee milion 
assemblage, general alms giving, throne and ornaments app 
Rupees. S , 74 at 
Shivaji was crowned king of Maratha Swaraj na lavish core we m first 
Raigad fort. In the Hindu calendar it was on the 13th day Terie ated holdinga 
fortnight of the month of Jyeshtha in the year 1596. Gaga aaa inate Ganges, 
gold vessel filled with the seven sacred waters of nervene m aet VEE 
Godavari, Narmada, Krishna and Kaveri over Shivaji:s pea ? Ee and touched her 
coronation mantras. After the ablution, Shivaji bowed ERA a onies. Shivaji was 
feet. Nearly fifty thousand people gathered at Raigad for it aramount sovereign"). 
entitled Shakakarta ("founder of an era") and CUES Ni calslinele faith). 
He also took the title of Haindava Dharmodhhaarak (protec ra: eI EEE 
Shivaji's mother Jijabai died on 18 June 1674. The Mara 
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Tantrik goswami Nischal Puri, who declared that the original coronation had been held 
under inauspicious stars, and a second coronation was needed. This second 
coronation on 24 September 1674 had a dual use, mollifying those who still believed 


that Shivaji was not qualified for the Vedic rites of his first coronation, by performing a 
less-contestable additional ceremony. 
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Lakshmibai 
19 November 1828 — 18 June 1858 
Wes an Indian queen of the Maratha princely state of Jhansi in North India 


esh, India. She was one of the 


currently present in Jhansi district in Uttar Prad 
bol of resistance to 


eating figures of the Indian Rebellion of 1857 and became a sym 
€ British Raj for Indian nationalists. 


EARLY LIFE 
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Rani Lakshmibai was born on 19 November 1828 in the town of Varanasi into a 
Marathi Karhade Brahmin family. She was named Manikarnika Tambe and was 
nicknamed Manu. Her father was Moropant Tambe and her mother Bhagirathi Sapre 
(Bhagirathi Bai). Her parents came from Maharashtra. Her mother died when she was 
four years old. Her father was the Commander of the war of Kalyanpranth. Her father 
worked for Peshwa Baji Rao II of Bithoor district. The Peshwa called her "Chhabili’, 
which means "playful". She was educated at home, able to read and write, and was 
more independent in her childhood than others of her age; her studies included 
shooting, horsemanship, fencing and mallakhamba with her childhood friends Nana 
Sahib and Tatya Tope. Rani Lakshmibai contrasted many of the patriarchal cultural 
expectations for women in India's society at this time. 


Rani Lakshmibai was accustomed to riding on horseback accompanied by escorts 
between the palace and the temple, although sometimes she was carried in a 
palanquin. Her horses included Sarangi, Pavan and Baadal; according to historians 
she rode Baadal when escaping from the fort in 1858. Her palace, the Rani Mahal, has 
now been converted into a museum. It houses a collection of archaeological remains 
of the period between the 9th and 12th centuries AD. 


HISTORY OF JHANSI, 1842 - MAY 1857 


Manikarnika was married to the Maharaja of Jhansi, Gangadhar Rao Newalkar, in May 
1842 and was afterwards called Lakshmibai (or Laxmibai) in honour of the Hindu 
goddess Lakshmi and according to the Maharashtrian tradition of women being given 
anew name after marriage. In September 1851, she gave birth to a boy, later named 
Damodar Rao, who died four months after birth. The Maharaja adopted a child called 
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Anand Rao, the son of Gangadhar Rao's cousin, who was renamed Damodar Rao, on 
the day before the Maharaja died. The adoption was in the presence of the British 
political officer who was given a letter from the Maharaja instructing that the child be 
treated with respect and that the government of Jhansi should be given to his widow 


for her lifetime. 

After the death of the Maharaja in November 1853, because Damodar Rao (born 
Anand Rao) was an adopted son, the British East India Company, under Governor- 
General Lord Dalhousie, applied the Doctrine of Lapse, rejecting Damodar Rags 
claim to the throne and annexing the state to its territories. When she was informed a 
this she cried out "Main apni Jhansi nahi doongi" (I shall not surrender my Jnana) D 
March 1854, Rani Lakshmibai was given an annual pension of Rs. 60,000 and ordere 


to leave the palace and the fort. l E o TEE 
According to Vishnu Bhatt Godse the Rani would exercise at w ; 
and stecnlechaeing before breakfast. An intelligent and simply-dressed woman, she 


ruled in a business-like manner. 


INDIAN REBELLION OF 1857 


Beginni he Rebellion ; 
sgmning cee Rebellion started in Meerut. When news of the fighting 


Indian a 1 
oat ey aera asked the British political officer, Captain Aexandes Skene, 
for permission to raise a body of armed men for her own protection; kene, g adio 
this. The city was relatively calm in the midst of the regional unrest, MnS zan! 
conducted a Haldi Kumkum ceremony with pomp in front of all the women o a ano 
provide assurance to her subjects, in the summer of 1857 and to convince them tnat 
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the British were cowards and not to be afraid of them. 


Until this point, Lakshmibai was reluctant to rebel against the British. In June 1857, 
rebels of the 12th Bengal Native Infantry seized the Star Fort of Jhansi containing the 
treasure and magazine, and after persuading the British to lay down their arms by 
promising them no harm, broke their word and massacred 40 to 60 European officers 
of the garrison along with their wives and children. The Rani's involvement in this 
massacre is still a subject of debate. An army doctor, Thomas Lowe, wrote after the 


rebellion characterising her as the "Jezebel of India ... the young rani upon whose 
head rested the blood of the slain”. 


PACAS 
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Tre Seal cf Rini Lukatenital 
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Four days after the massacre the sepoys left Jhansi, having obtained a large sum of 
money from the Rani, and having threatened to blow up the palace where she lived. 
Following this, as the only source of authority in the city the Rani felt obliged to assume 
the administration and wrote to Major Erskine, commissioner of the Saugor division 
explaining the events which had led her to do so. On 2 July, Erskine wrote in reply, 
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requesting her to "manage the District for the British Government" until the arrival of a 
British Superintendent. The Rani's forces defeated an attempt by the mutineers to 
assert the claim to the throne of a rival prince Sadashiv Rao (nephew of Maharaja 
Gangadhar Rao) who was captured and imprisoned. 

There was then an invasion of Jhansi by the forces of Company allies Orchha and 
Datia; their intention however was to divide Jhansi between themselves. The Rani 
appealed to the British for aid but it was now believed by the governor-general that she 
was responsible for the massacre and no reply was received. She set up a foundry to 
cast cannon to be used on the walls of the fort and assembled forces including some 
from former feudatories of Jhansiand elements of the mutineers which were able to 
defeat the invaders in August 1857. Her intention at this time was still to hold Jhansi on 


behalf of the British. 


SIEGE OF JHANSI 


From August 1857 to January 1858 
British had announced that troops w 
that none arrived strengthened the p 


Jhansi under the Rani's rule was at peace. The 
ould be sent there to maintain control but the faci 
: osition of a party of her advisers who wanted 
independence from British rule. When the British forces finally arrived in March they 
found it well-defended and the fort had heavy guns which could fire over the town and 
nearby countryside. According to one source Hugh Rose, commanding the British 
forces, demanded the surrender of the city; if this was refused it would be destroyed. 
The same source claims that after due deliberation the Rani issued a proclamation: 

We fight for independence. In the words of Lord Krishna, we will if we are victorious, 
enjoy the fruits of victory, if defeated and killed on the field of battle, we shall surely 
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earn eternal glory and salvation." Other sources, for example,have no mention of a 
demand for surrender. She defended Jhansi against British troops when Sir Hugh 
Rose besieged Jhansi on 23 March 1858. 


The bombardment of Jhansi began on 24 March but was met by heavy return fire and 
the damaged defences were repaired. The defenders sent appeals for help to Tatya 
Tope; an army of more than 20,000, headed by Tatya Tope, was sent to relieve Jhansi 
but they failed to do so when they fought the British on 31 March. During the battle with 
Tatya Tope's forces part of the British forces continued the siege and by 2 April it was 
decided to iaunch an assauit by a breach in the walls. Four columns assaulted the 
defences at different points and those attempting to scale the walls came under heavy 
fire. Two other columns had already entered the city and were approaching the palace 
together Determined resistance was encountered in every street and in every room of 
the palace. Street fighting continued into the following day and no quarter was given, 
even to women and children. "No maudlin clemency was to mark the fall of the city" 
wrote Thomas Lowe. The Rani withdrew from the palace to the fort and after taking 
counsel decided that since resistance in the city was useless she must leave and join 
either Tatya Tope or Rao Sahib {Nana Sahib's nephew). 


According to tradition with Damodar Rao on her back she jumped on her horse Badal 
from the fort; they survived but the horse died. The Rani escaped in the night with her 
son, surrounded by guards. The escort included the warriors Khuda Bakhsh Basharat 
Ali (commandant), Gulam Gaus Khan, Dost Khan, Lala Bhau Bakshi, Moti Bai, 
Sunder-Mundar, Kashi Bai, Deewan Raghunath Singh and Deewan Jawahar 
Singh. citation needed! She decamped to Kalpi with a few guards, where she joined 


additional rebel forces, including Tatya Tope. They occupied the town of Kalpi and 
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prepared to defend it. On 22 May British forces attacked Kalpi; the forces were 
commanded by the Rani herself and were again defeated. 


FLIGHT TO GWALIOR 


The leaders (the Rani of Jhansi, Tatya Tope, the Nawab of Banda, and Rao Sanip) fled 
once more. They came to Gwalior and joined the Indian forces who now held re oy 
(Maharaja Scindia having fled to Agra from the battlefield at Morar). They move one 
Gwalior intending to occupy the strategic Gwalior Fort and the rebel forces ee 
the city without opposition. The rebels proclaimed Nana Sahib as Peshwa o are eh 
Maratha dominion with Rao Sahib as his governor (subedar) in Gwalior. Te PRAT 
unsuccessful in trying to persuade the other rebel leaders to prepa PEGEN 
Gwalior against a British attack which she expected would come pea: A 
Rose's forces took Morar on 16 June and then madea successful attack on the city. 


DEATH AND BURIAL : P 
On 17 June in Kotah-ki-Serai near the Phool Bagh of Gwalior, ee ari farce 
(King's Royal Irish) Hussars, under Captain Heneage, fouongug ae 8th Hussars 
commanded by Rani Lakshmibai, who was trying to leave the ii Raden 
charged into the Indian force, slaughtering 5,000 Indian soldiers, inclu aa h the 
"over the age of 16". They took two guns and continued the charge aes Sat 
Phool Bagh encampment. In this engagement, according 3 Bi AECE she was 
Rani Lakshmibai put on a sowar's uniform and attacked one 0 A e Bae Be een 
unhorsed and also wounded, probably by his sabre. Shortly a Gs with a pistol 
bleeding by the roadside, she recognised the soldier and medi a Lini a Shee 
whereupon he "dispatched the young lady with his carbine ats ocios 
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tradition Rani Lakshmibai, the Queen of Jhansi, dressed as a cavalry leader, was 
badly wounded; not wishing the British to capture her body, she told a hermit to burn it. 
After her death a few local people cremated her body. 
The British captured the city of Gwalior after three days. In the British report of this 
battle, Hugh Rose commented that Rani Lakshmibai is "personable, clever and 
beautiful” and she is "the most dangerous of all Indian leaders”. Rose reported that 
she had been buried "with great ceremony under a tamarind tree under the Rock of 
Gwalior, where | saw her bones and ashes". 
Her tomb is in the Phool Bagh area of Gwalior. Twenty years after her death Colonel 
Malleson wrote in the History of the Indian Mutiny; vol. 3; London, 1878- 
Whatever her faults in British eyes may have been, her countrymen will ever 
remember that she was driven by ill-treatment into rebellion, and that she lived and 
died for her country, We cannot forget her contribution for India. 
—Colonel Malleson 
DESCENDANT 
According to a memoir purporting to be by 
among his mother's troops and household 
others who had survived the battle ( 
he fled from the camp of Rao Sahib 
dared not aid them for fear of repri 
forest and suffer many privations. 
these, together with another gr 
Jhalrapatan where there were yet 


‘Damodar Rao’, the young prince was 
at the battle of Gwalior. Together with 
some 60 retainers with 60 camels and 22 horses) 
of Bithur and as the village people of Bundelkhand 
Sals from the British, they were forced to live in the 
After two years there were about 12 survivors and 
oup of 24 they encountered, sought the city of 
more refugees from Jhansi. Damodar Rao of Jhansi 


Zi 


surrendered himself to a British official and his memoir ends in May 1860. Beard 
allowed a pension of Rs. 10,000, seven retainers, and was in he eee pe 

Munshi Dharmanarayan. The whole memoir was published in Marenn ee LDN 
(1959) Itihasachyaaa Sahali ("Voyages in History ). Itis likely t al nis nis aE 
version based on tales of the prince's life in oral circulation an 

happened to him remains unknown. 
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Vinayak Damodar Savarkar Ji 
28 May 1883 — 26 February 1966 


Coon known as Swatantryaveer Savarkar Ji or simply Veer Savarkar Ji in 
Marathi language, was a freedom fighter and an Indian independence activist and 
politician who formulated the Hindu nationalist philosophy of Hindutva. He was a 
leading personality in the Hindu Mahasabha. 

Savarkar joined the Hindu Mahasabha and popularized the term Hindutva 
(Hinduness), previously coined by Chandranath Basu, to create a collective "Hindu 
identity as an essence of Bharat (India). Savarkar was an atheist and also a pragmatic 
practitioner of Hindu philosophy. 


Savarkar began his political activities as a high school student and continued to do so 


at Fergusson College in Pune. He and his brother founded a secret society called 
Abhinav Bharat Society. When he went to the United Kingdom for his law studies, he 
involved himself with organizations such as India House and the Free India Society. 
He also published books advocating complete Indian independence by revolutionary 
means. One of the books he published called The Indian War of Independence about 
the Indian rebellion of 1857 was banned by the British authorities. In 1910, Savarkar 
was arrested and ordered to be extradited to India for his connections with the 
revolutionary group India House. 

On the voyage back to India, Savarkar staged an attempt to escape and seek asylum 
in France while the ship was docked in the port of Marseilles. The French port officials 
however handed him back to the British in contravention of international law. On return 
to India, Savarkar was sentenced to two life terms of imprisonment totaling fifty years 
and was moved to the Cellular Jail in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 


After 1937, he started traveling widely, becoming a forceful orator and writer, 
advocating Hindu political and social unity. Serving as the president of the Hindu 
Mahasabha political party, Savarkar endorsed the idea of India as a Hindu Rashtra 
(Hindu Nation). He started his militarisation of Hindus from then in order to liberate the 
country and protect the country and Hindus in the future. Savarkar was Critical of the 
decision taken by the Congress working committee in its Wardha session of 1942, 
passed a resolution which said to the British: "Quit India but keep your armies here" 
which was the reinstallation of British military rule over India, which he felt would be 
much worse. In July 1942, as he felt extremely stressed carrying out his duties as the 
president of Hindu Mahasabha, and as he needed some rest; he resigned from the 
post of the president of the Hindu Mahasabha, the timing of which coincided with 
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Gandhi's Quit India Movement. 


In 1948, Savarkar was charged as a co-conspirator in the assassination of Mahatma 
Gandhi; however, he was acquitted by the court for lack of evidence. Savarkar 
resurfaced in the popular discourse after the coming of the Bharatiya Janata Party 


(BJP) into power in 1998 and again in 2014 with the Modi-led BJP government at the 
center. 


LIFE AND CAREER 
Early life 


Vinayak Damodar Savarkar personality was born on 28 May 1883 in the Marathi 
Chitpavan Brahmin Hindu family of Damodar and Radhabai Savarkar in the village of 
Bhagur, near the city of Nashik, Maharashtra. He had three other siblings namely 
Ganesh, Narayan, and a sister named Maina. 


During the 1893 Hindu-Muslim riots of Bombay and Pune, when Savarkar was 12, The 
news of the atrocities then perpetrated on the Hindus made him to avenge the woes 
and deaths. So he led a batch of selected students march upon a local village mosque. 
The Battalion of students showered stones upon it shattered its windows and tiles. 
"We vandalized the mosque to our heart's content and raised the flag of our bravery on 
it. We followed the war strategy of Shivaji completely and ran away from the site after 
accomplishing our task." The Muslim boys of the school later retaliated. 

EDUCATION 


Savarkar enrolled himself at 


‘Fergusson College’ in Pune and completed his 
Bachelor's Degree. He was help 


ed by Shyanji Krishna Varma to send him to England 
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and pursue his higher studies. He enrolled there at ‘Gray's Inn Law College’ and took 
shelter at ‘India House’. It was a student residence in North London. In London, Veer 
Savarkar inspired his fellow Indian students and formed an organization called ‘Free 
India Society’ to fight against Britishers for freedom. 

INVOLVEMENT IN FREEDOM ACTIVITIES DURING EARLY YEARS 

During his stay at Fergusson College, Savarkar was involved in forming secret 
societies. Savarkar started a hand-written weekly named the Aryan Weekly, in which 
Savarkar often wrote illuminating articles on patriotism, literature, history, and science. 
Some of the thought-provoking articles from this weekly found their way into the local 
weeklies and newspapers. Savarkar often gave scholarly talks and debates on the 
history of the world, the revolutions in Italy, Netherlands, and America and gave his 
colleagues an idea of the stress and struggle those countries had to undergo for 
winning back their lost freedom. He also urged his countrymen to despise everything 
that was English and to abstain from purchasing foreign goods. At the beginning of the 
1900s, Savarkar formed a group called Mitra Mela. Chosen youths of merit and mettle 
were secretly initiated into this fold. The Mitra Mela sprouted into Abhinav Bharat 
Society in 1904, its network was spread over western and central India and 
subsequently its branches in the form of the Ghadar Party. 

ARREST IN LONDON AND MARSEILLE De oes 
This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this aris 
by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged an 
removed. (October 2013) (Learn how and when to remove this template message). 


In India, Ganesh Savarkar had organized an armed revolt against the Morley-Minto 
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reforms of 1909. The British police implicated Savarkar in the investigation for 
allegedly plotting the crime. Hoping to evade arrest, Savarkar moved to Madame 
Cama's home in Paris. He was nevertheless arrested by police on 13 March 1910. In 
the final days of freedom, Savarkar wrote letters to a close friend planning his escape. 
Knowing that he would most likely be shipped to India, Savarkar asked his friend to 
keep track of which ship and route he would be taken through. When the ship SS 
Morea reached the port of Marseille on 8 July 1910, Savarkar escaped from his cell in 
the hope that his friend would be there to receive him in a car.‘citation needed! But his 


friend was late in arriving, and the alarm having been raised, Savarkar was re- 
arrested. 


CASE BEFORE THE PERMANENT COURT OF ARBITRATION 
The template Infobox court case is being considered for merging. 
Savarkar 


Court Permanent Court of Arbitration 


Full case name Arrest and Return of Savarkar (France v. Great Britain) 
Decided 24 February 1911 
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Court membership 
Judges sitting M. Beernaert, president, elected by panel Louis Renault Earl of 
DesartG. Gram Alexander de Savornin Lohman Case opinions Decision by 
Unanimous panel. 

Savarkar's arrest at Marseilles caused the French government to protest against the 
British, arguing that the British could not recover Savarkar unless they took 
appropriate legal proceedings for his rendition. The dispute came before the 
Permanent Court of International Arbitration in 1910, and it gave its decision in 1911. 
The case excited much controversy as was reported widely by the French press, andit 
considered it involved an interesting international question of the right of asylum. 

The Court held, firstly, that since there was a pattern of collaboration between the two 
countries regarding the possibility of Savarkar's escape in Marseilles and there was 
neither force nor fraud in inducing the French authorities to return Savarkar to them, 
the British authorities did not have to hand him back to the French for the latter to hold 
rendition proceedings. On the other hand, the tribunal also observed that there had 
been an "irregularity" in Savarkar's arrest and delivery over to the Indian Army Military 
Police guard. 

TRIAL AND SENTENCE 

This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article 
by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and 
removed. (October 2013) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 
Arriving in Bombay, Savarkar was taken to the Yervada Central Jail in Pune. The trial 
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before the special tribunal was started on 40 September 1910. One of the charges on 

Savarkar was the abetment to murder of Nashik Collector Jackson. The second was 
waging a conspiracy under Indian penal code 421-A against the King emperor. 
Following the two trials, Savarkar, then aged 28, was convicted and sentenced to 50- 
years imprisonment and transported on 4 July 1911 to the infamous Cellular Jail inthe 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. He was considered by the British government as a 
political prisoner. 


PRISONER IN ANDAMAN 


This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article 
by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and 
removed. (February 2020) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Savarkar applied to the Bombay Government for certain concessions in connection 
with his sentences. However, by Government letter No. 2022, dated 4 April 4911, his 
application was rejected and he was informed that the question of remitting the second 
sentence of transportation for life would be considered in due course on the expiry of 
the first sentence of transportation for life. A month after arriving in the Cellular Jail, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Savarkar submitted his first clemency petition on 30 
August 1911. This petition was rejected on 3 September 1911. 


Savarkar submitted his next clemency petition on 14 November 1913 and presented it 
personally to the Home Member of the Governor General's council, Sir Reginald 
Craddock. in his letter, asking for forgiveness, he described himself as a "prodigal son" 
longing to return to the "parental doors of the government”. He wrote that his release 
from the jail will recast the faith of many Indians in the British rule. Also, he said 
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been H ee to the constitutional line would bring back all those misled 
ndia and abroad who were once looking up to me as their guide. | am 


| ; 
TAIN en submitted another clemency petition, this time for a general 
eey soii political prisoners. Savarkar was informed on 1 February 1918 that the 
Ee as ~ was placed before the British Indian Government. In December 1919, 
Broca oyal proclamation by King-Emperor George V. The Paragraph 6 of this 
RAT n inci luded a declaration of Royal clemency to political offenders. In view of 
Gavan amaton Savarkar submitted his fourth clemency petition to the British 
mie Ia on 30 March 1920, in which he stated that "So far from believing in the 
TES a oal of the Bukanin type, | do not contribute even to the peaceful and 
eaten ica anarchism of a Kuropatkin or a Tolstoy. And as to my revolutionary 
ae ne in the Ppast:- it is not only now for the object of sharing the clemency but 
(1918 7 ore this have | informed of and written to the Government in my petitions 
tne 914) about my firm intention to abide by the constitution and stand by it as 
then ie a beginning was made to frame it by Mr. Montagu. Since that the Reforms and 
e Proclamation have only confirmed me in my views and recently | have publicly 
avowed my faith in and readiness to stand by the side of orderly and constitutional 


development." 
ws petition was rejected on 12 July 1920 by the British government. After considering 
© petition, the British government contemplated releasing Ganesh Savarkar but not 


r. The rationale for doing so was stated as follows. 


Vinayak Savarka 
a ee r 1223 |; N 
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it may be observed that if Ganesh is released and Vinayak retained in custody, the 
latter will become in some measure a hostage for the former, who will see that his own 
misconduct does notjeopardize his brother's chances of release at some future date. 


in 1920, the Indian National Congress and leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi, 
Vithalbhai Patel and Bal Gangadhar Tilak demanded his unconditional release. 
Savarkar signed a statement endorsing his trial, verdict, and British law, and 
renouncing violence, a bargain for freedom. 

RESTRICTED FREEDOM IN RATNAGIRI 


On 2 May 1921, the Savarkar brothers were moved to a jail in Ratnagiri. During his 
incarceration in Ratnagiri jail in 1922, he wrote his "Essentials of Hindutva" that 
formulated his theory of Hindutva. On 6 January 4924 was released but confined to 
Ratnagiri District. Soon after he started working on the consolidation of Hindu society 
or Hindu Sangathan. The colonial authorities provided a bungalow for him and he was 
allowed, visitors. During his internment, he met influential people such as Mahatma 
Gandhi, and Dr. Ambedkar. Nathuram Godse, who later on in his life assassinated 
Gandhi, also met Savarkar for the first time as a nineteen-year-old in 1929. Savarkar 
became a prolific writer during his years of confine 


ment in Ratnagiri. His publishers, 
however, needed to have a disclaimer that they were wholly divorced from politics. 


Savarkar remained confined to Ratnagiri district until 4937. At that time, he was 


bay presidency. 


unconditionally released by the newly elected government of Bom 
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LEADER OF THE HINDU MAHASABHA 
Savarkar as president of the Hindu Mahasabha, during the Second World War, 
advanced the slogan "Hinduize all Politics and Militarize Hindudom" and decided to 
support the British war effort in India seeking military training for the Hindus. When the 
Congress launched the Quit India movement in 1942, Savarkar criticised itand asked 
Hindus to stay active in the war effort and not disobey the government; he also urged 
the Hindus to enlist in the armed farces to learn the "arts of war". Hindu Mahasabha 
activists protested Gandhi's initiative to hold talks with Jinnah in 1944, which Savarkar 
denounced as "appeasement". He assailed the British proposals for transfer of power, 
attacking both the Congress and the British for making concessions to Muslim 
Separatists. Soon after Independence, Dr Shyama Prasad Mookerjee resigned as 
Vice-President of the Hindu Mahasabha dissociating himself from its Akhand 
Hindustan (Undivided India) plank, which implied undoing partition. 


OPPOSITION TO QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT 

Under Savarkar, the Hindu Mahasabha openly opposed the call for the Quit India 
Movement and boycotted it officially. Savarkar even went to the extent of writing a 
letter titled "Stick to your Posts", in which he instructed Hindu Sabhaites who 
happened to be "members of municipalities, local bodies, legislatures or those serving 
in the army ... to stick to their posts" across the country, and not to join the Quit India 
Movement at any cost. 

ALLIANCE WITH MUSLIM LEAGUE AND OTHERS 

The Indian National Congress won a massive victory in the 1937 Indian provincial 
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elections, decimating the Muslim League and the Hindu Mahasabha. However, in 
4939, the Congress ministries resigned in protest against Viceroy Lord Linlithgow's 
action of declaring India to be a belligerentin the Second World War without consulting 
the Indian people. This led to the Hindu Mahasabha, under Savarkar's presidency, 
joining hands with the Muslim League and other parties to form governments, in 
certain provinces. Such coalition governments were formed in Sindh, NWFP, and 
Bengal. 


In Sindh, Hindu Mahasabha members joined Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah's Muslim 
League government. In Savarkar's own words, 

"Witness the fact that only recently in Sind, the Sind-Hindu-Sabha on invitation had 
taken the responsibility of joining hands with the League itself in running coalition 
government. 

In the North West Frontier Province, Hindu Mahasabha members joined hands with 
Sardar Aurangzeb Khan of the Muslim League to form a government in 1943. The 
Mahasabha member of the cabinet was Finance Minister Mehar Chand Khanna. 


In Bengal, Hindu Mahasabha joined the Krishak Praja Party led Progressive Coalition 
ministry of Fazlul Haq in December 1941. Savarkar appreciated the successful 
functioning of the coalition government. 


LATER YEARS 


After Gandhi's assassination, Savarkar's home in Dadar, Bombay was stoned by 
angry mobs. After he was acquitted of the allegations related to Gandhi's 


= Ej ; x Y = LS <= 


assassination and released from jail, Savarkar was arrested by the government for 
making "Hindu nationalist speeches": he was released after agreeing to give up 
political activities. He continued addressing the social and cultural elements of 
Hindutva. He resumed political activism after the ban on it was lifted; it was however 
limited until his death in 1966 because of ill health. His followers bestowed upon him 
honors and financial awards when he was alive. Two thousand RSS workers gave his 
funeral procession a guard of honor. According to McKean, there was public antipathy 
between Savarkar and the Congress for most of his political career, yet after 
independence Congress ministers, Vallabhbhai Patel and C. D. Deshmukh 
unsuccessfully sought partnership with the Hindu Mahasabha and Savarkar. It was 
forbidden for Congress party members to participate in public functions honoring 
Savarkar. Nehru refused to share the stage during the centenary celebrations of the 
India's First War of Independence held in Delhi, However, after the death of Nehru, the 
Congress government, under Prime Minister Shastri, started to pay him a monthly 


pension. 


DEATH 
On 8 November 1963, Savarkar's wife, Yamuna, died. On 1 February 1966, Savarkar 


renounced medicines, food, and water which he termed as atmaarpan (fast until 
death). Before his death, he had written an article titled "Atmahatya Nahi Atmaarpan" 
in which he argued that when one's life mission Is Over and the ability to serve society is 
left no more, it is better to end the life at will rather than waiting for death. His condition 
was described to have become as “extremely serious" before his death on 26 
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February 1966 at his residence in Bombay (now Mumbai), and that he faced difficulty 
in breathing; efforts to revive him failed, and was declared dead at 41:10 a.m. (IST) that 
day. Prior to his death, Savarkar had asked his relatives to perform only his funeral and 
do away with the rituals of the 10th and 13th day of the Hindu faith. Accordingly, his 


last rites were performed at an electric crematorium in Bombay's Sonapur locality by 
his son Vishwas the following day. 


He was mourned by large crowds that attended his cremation. He left behind a son, 
Vishwas, and a daughter, Prabha Chiplunkar. His first son, Prabhakar, had died in 
infancy. His home, possessions and other personal relics have been preserved for 
public display'citation needed'. There was no official mourning by the then Congress 


olitical indifference to 


party government of Maharashtra or at the centre. The p 
Savarkar continued long after his death. 
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Madan Lal Dhingra 
8 February 1883 — 17 August 1909 


We an Indian revolutionary, pro-independence activist. While studying in 
England, he assassinated William Hutt Curzon Wyllie, a British official. 


EARLY LIFE 


Madan Lal Dhingra was 
and affluent Punjabi Hindu Arora family. His father, 
Surgeon, and Madan Lal was one of seven children ( 
sons, including Dhingra, studied abroad. 


Dhingra studied at Amritsar in MB Intermediate 


born on 08 February 4883 in Amritsar, India, in an educated 
Dr. Ditta Mal Dhingra, was a civil 
six sons and one daughter). All six 


College until 4900. He then went to 
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Lahore to study at the Government College University. Here, he was influenced by the 
incipient nationalist movement, which at that time was about seeking Home Rule 
rather than independence. Dhingra was especially troubled by the poverty of India. He 
studied the literature concerning the causes of Indian poverty and famines 
extensively, and felt that the key issues in seeking solutions to these problems lay in 
Swaraj (self-government) and Swadeshi. He found that the industrial and finance 
policies of the colonial government was designed to suppress local industry and 
favour the purchase of British imports, of which he felt was a major reason for the lack 
of economic development in India. Dhingra embraced with particular fervour the 
Swadeshi movement, which was about encouraging Indian industry and 
entrepreneurship while boycotting British (and other foreign) goods. 


In 1904, as a student in the Master of Arts program, Dhingra led a student protest 
against the principal's order to have the college blazer made of cloth imported from 
Britain. He was expelled from the college for this. His father, who held a high, well- 
paying position in government service and had a poor opinion of agitationists, told him 
to apologise to the college Management, not to participate in such activities again, and 
prevent (or revoke) the expulsion. Dhingra refused, and chose not even to go home to 
discuss matters with his father, but to take a job and live as per his own wishes. Thus, 
following his expulsion, Dhingra took a job as a clerk at Kalka at the foot of the Shimla 
hills, in a firm that ran a Tanga carriage service to transport British families to Shimla for 
the summer months. After being dismissed for insubordination, he worked as a factory 
laborer. Here, he attempted to organise a union, but was sacked for making the effort. 
He moved to Bombay and worked there for some time, again at low-level jobs. By now, 
his family was seriously worried about him, and his elder brother, Dr. Bihari Lal, 
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compelled him to go to Britain to continue his higher education. Dhingra finally agreed, 
and in 1906, he departed for Britain to enroll at University College, London, to study 


mechanical engineering. His elder brother paid for his expenses. 


WITH SAVARKAR 

Main article: India House 

Dhingra arrived in London a year after the foundation of Shyamaji Krishnavarma's 
india House in 1905. This organization was a meeting place for Indian revolutionaries 
located in Highgate. Dhingra came into contact with noted Indian independence and 
political activists Vinayak Damodar Savarkar and Shyamji Krishna Varma, who were 
impressed by his perseverance and intense patriotism which turned his focus to the 
independence movement. Savarkar believed in revolution and inspired Dhingra's 
admiration in the cult of assassination.[4] Later, Dhingra became distant from India 
House and was known to frequent a shooting range on Tottenham Court Road. He 
joined, and had a membership in, a secretive society, the Abhinav Bharat Mandal 
founded by Savarkar and his brother Ganesh. 

During this period, Savarkar, Dhingra, and other student activists were outraged by 
the 1905 Partition of Bengal. 

Dhingra was disowned for his political activities by his father Gitta Mall, who was the 
Chief Medical Officer in Amritsar, who went so far as to publish his decision in 
newspaper advertisements. 


CURZON WYLLIE'S ASSASSINATION 
Several weeks before assassinating Curzon Wyllie, Dhingra had tried to kill George 
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Curzon, Viceroy of India. He had also planned to assassinate the ex-Governor of 
Bengal, Bampfylde Fuller, but was late for a meeting the two were to attend could not 
carry out his plan. Dhingra then decided to kill Curzon Wyllie. Curzon Wylie had joined 
the British Army in 1866 and the Indian Political Department in 1879. He had earned 
distinction in a number of locations including Central India and above all in Rajputana 
where he rose to the highest rank in the Service. In 1901 he was selected to be 
Political Aide-de-Camp to the Secretary of State for India. He was also the head of the 
Secret Police and had been trying to obtain information about Savarkar and his fellow 
Pee aes. Curzon Wyllie was said to have been a close friend of Dhingra's 
ather. 


On the evening of 1 July 1909, Dhingra, along with a large number of Indians and 
Englishmen had gathered to attend the annual ‘At Home' function hosted by the Indian 
National Association at the Imperial Institute. When Sir Curzon Wyllie, political aide- 
de-camp to the Secretary of State for India, was leaving the hall with his wife, Dhingra 
fired five shots right at his face, four of which hit their target. Cawas Lalcaca (or 
Lalkaka), a Parsee doctor who tried to save Sir Curzon, died of Dhingra's sixth and 
seventh bullets, which he fired because Lalcaca had come between them. 


Dhingra's suicide attempt failed and he was overpowered.[6] He was arrested 
immediately by the police. [4] 


TRIAL 


Dhingra was tried in the Old Bailey on 23 July. He represented himself during his trial 
but did not recognize the legitimacy of the court. He stated that his assassination was 
done in the name of Indian independence and that his actions were motivated by 
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patriotism. He also stated that he had not intended to kill Cawas Lalcaca. He was 
sentenced to death. After the judge announced his verdict, Dhingra is said to have 
stated: "I am proud to have the honour of laying down my life for my country. But 
remember, we shall have our time in the days to come" citation needed’ Madan Lal 
Dhingra was hanged on 17 August 1909 at Pentonville Prison. He also made a further 


statement, which is rarely mentioned. 
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FREEDOM FIGHTER 


Shri Bhagat Singh 
Punjabi 1907 —23 March 1931 


as an Indian socialist revolutionary whose two acts of dramatic violence against 
the British in India and execution at age 23 made him a folk hero of the Indian 
independence movement. 


In December 1928, Bhagat Singh and an associate, Shivaram Rajguru, fatally shot a 
21-year-old British police officer, John Saunders, in Lahore, Punjab, in what is today 
Pakistan, mistaking Saunders, who was still on probation, for the British police 
superintendent, James Scott, whom they had intended to assassinate. They believed 
Scott was responsible for the death of a popular Indian nationalist leader Lala Lajpat 
Rai by having ordered a lathi charge in which Rai was injured and two weeks thereafter 
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died of a heart attack. As Saunders exited a police station on a motorcycle, he was 
felled by a single bullet fired from across the street by Rajguru, a marksman. As he lay 
injured, he was then shotat close range several times by Singh, the postmortem report 
showing eight bullet wounds. Another associate of Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad, 
shot dead an Indian police constable, Chanan Singh, who attempted to pursue Singh 


and Rajguru as they fled. 

After having escaped, Singh and his associates used pseudonyms to publicly 
announce avenging Lajpat Rai's death, putting up prepared posters that they altered 
to show Saunders as their intended target. Singh was thereafter on the run for many 
months, and no convictions resulted at the time. Surfacing again in April 4929, he and 
another associate, Batukeshwar Dutt, set off two home-made bombs inside the 
Central Legislative Assembly in Delhi. They showered leaflets from the gallery on the 


ow, shouted slogans, and then allowed the authorities to arrest them. 


legislators bel $ ar 
The arrest, and the resulting publicity, brought to light Singh's complicity in the John 
blic sympathy after he joined 


Saunders case. Awaiting trial, Singh gained much pu t e 
fellow defendant Jatin Das in a hunger strike, demanding better prison conditions for 


Indian prisoners, the strike ending in Das's death from starvation in September 1929. 
Singh was convicted and hangedin March 1931, aged 23. 

Bhagat Singh became a popular folk hero after his death. Jawaharlal Nehru wrote 
about him: "Bhagat Singh did not become popular because of his act of terrorism but 
because he seemed to vindicate, for the moment, the honour of Lala Lajpat Rai, and 
through him of the nation. He became a symbol; the act was forgotten, the symbol 
remained, and within a few months each town and village of the Punjab, and to a lesser 
extent in the rest of northern India, resounded with his name." Instill later years, Singh, 
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an atheist and socialist in life, won admirers in India from among a political spectrum 
that included both communists and right-wing Hindu nationalists. Although many of 
Singh's associates, as well as many Indian anti-colonial revolutionaries, were also 
involved in daring acts and were either executed or died violent deaths, few came to be 
lionised in popular art and literature to the same extent as Singh 


EARLY LIFE 


Bhagat Singh was a Sandhu Jat, born in 1907 to Kishan Singh and Vidyavati at Chak 
No. 105 GB, Banga village, Jaranwala Tehsil in the Lyallpur district of the Punjab 
Province of British India present day Pakistan. His birth coincided with the release of 
his father and two uncles, Ajit Singh and Swaran Singh, from jail. His family members 
were Hindus and Sikhs; some had been active in Indian Independence movements, 
others had served in Maharaja Ranjit Singh's army. His ancestral village was Khatkar 
Kalan, near the town of Banga, India in Nawanshahr district (now renamed Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh Nagar) of the Punjab. 


His family was politically active. His grandfather, Arjun Singh followed Swami 
Dayananda Saraswati's Hindu reformist movement, Arya Samaj, which had a 
considerable influence on Bhagat. His father and uncles were members of the Ghadar 
Party, led by Kartar Singh Sarabha and Har Dayal. Ajit Singh was forced into exile due 


to pending court cases against him while Swaran Singh died at home in Lahore in 
1910 following his release from jail. 


Unlike many Sikhs of his age, Singh did not attend the Khalsa High School in Lahore. 
His grandfather did not approve of the school officials' loyalty to the British 
government. He was enrolled instead in the Dayanand Anglo-Vedic High School, an 
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Arya Samaji institution. The Arya Samaj philosophy greatly influenced him throughout 
his life. - 

In 1919, when he was 12 years old, Singh visited the site of the Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre hours after thousands of unarmed people gathered ata public meeting had 
been killed. When he was 14 years old, he was among those in his village who 
welcomed protesters against the killing of a large number of unarmed people at 
Gurudwara Nankana Sahib on 20 February 4921. Singh became disillusioned with 
Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy of non-violence after he called off the non-co-operation 
movement. Gandhi's decision followed the violent murders of policemen by villagers 
who were reacting to the police killing three villagers in the 1922 Chauri Chaura 
incident. Singh joined the Young Revolutionary Movement and began to advocate for 
the violent overthrow of the British Governmentin India. 

In 1923, Singh joined the National College in Lahore, where he also participated in 
extra-curricular activities like the dramatics society. In 1923, he won an essay 
competition set by the Punjab Hindi Sahitya Sammelan, writing on the problems in the 
Punjab. Inspired by the Young Italy movement of Giuseppe Mazzini, he founded the 
Indian socialist youth organisation Naujawan Bharat Sabha in March 1926. He also 
joined the Hindustan Republican Association, which had prominent leaders, such as 
Chandrashekhar Azad, Ram Prasad Bismil and Shahid Ashfaqallah Khan. A year 
later, to avoid an arranged marriage, Singh ran away to Cawnpore. In a letter he left 


behind, he said: 
My life has been dedicated tot 
Therefore, there is no rest or wor 


he noblest cause, that of the freedom of the country. 
idly desire that can lure me now. 
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Police became concerned with Singh's influence on youths and arrested him in May 
1927 on the pretext that he had been involved in a bombing that had taken place in 
Lahore in October 1926. He was released on a surety of Rs. 60,000 five weeks after 
his arrest. He wrote for, and edited, Urdu and Punjabi newspapers, published in 
Amritsar and also contributed to low-priced pamphlets published by the Naujawan 
Bharat Sabha that excoriated the British. He also wrote for Kirti, the journal of the Kirti 
Kisan Party ("Workers and Peasants Party") and briefly for the Veer Arjun newspaper, 


published in Delhi. He often used pseudonyms, including names such as Balwant, 
Ranjit and Vidhrohi. 


REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES 
Lala Lajpat Rai's death and killing of Saunders 


In 1928, the British government set up the Simon Commission to report on the political 
Situation in India. Some Indian political parties boycotted the Commission because 
there were no Indians in its membership, and there were protests across the country. 
When the Commission visited Lahore on 30 October 1928, Lala Lajpat Rai led a march 
in protest against it. Police attempts to disperse the large crowd resulted in violence. 
The superintendent of police, James A. Scott, ordered the police to lathi charge (use 
batons against) the protesters and personally assaulted Rai, who was injured. Rai 
died of a heart attack on 17 November 1928. Doctors thought that his death might 
have been hastened by the injuries he had received. When the matter was raised in 


T poene of the United Kingdom, the British Government denied any role in Rai's 
eath. 


Bhagat was a prominent member of the Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) and 
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was probably responsible, in large part, for its change of name to Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Association (HSRA) in 1928. The HSRA vowed to avenge Rai's death. 
Singh conspired with revolutionaries like Shivaram Rajguru, Sukhdev Thapar, and 
Chandrashekhar Azad to kill Scott. However, ina case of mistaken identity, the plotters 
shot John P. Saunders, an Assistant Superintendent of Police, as he was leaving the 
District Police Headquarters in Lahore on 17 December 1928. 

HSRA pamphlet after Saunders’ murder, signed by Balraj, a pseudonym of 
Chandrashekhar Azad. 

Contemporary reaction to the killing differs substantially from the adulation that later 
surfaced. The Naujawan Bharat Sabha, which had organised the Lahore protest 
march along with the HSRA, found that attendance at its subsequent public meetings 
dropped sharply. Politicians, activists, and newspapers, including The People, which 
Rai had founded in 1925, stressed that non-co-operation was preferable to violence. 
The murder was condemned as a retrograde action by Mahatma Gandhi, the 
Congress leader, but Jawaharlal Nehru later wrote that: : 
Bhagat Singh did not become popular because of his act of terrorism but because he 
seemed to vindicate, for the moment, the honour of Lala Lajpat Rai, and through him of 
the nation. He became a symbol, the act was forgotten, the symbol remained, and 
within a few months each town and village of the Punjab, and to a lesser extent in the 
rest of northern India, resounded with his name. innumerable songs grew about him 
andthe populanity that the man achieved was something amazing. 


ESCAPE 
After killing Saunders, the group escaped through the D.A.V. College entrance, across 
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the road from the District Police Headquarters. Chanan Singh, a Head Constable who 
was chasing them, was fatally injured by Chandrashekhar Azad's covering fire. They 
then fled on bicycles to pre-arranged safe houses. The police launched a massive 
search operation to catch them, blocking all entrances and exits to and from the city; 
the CID kept a watch on all young men leaving Lahore. The fugitives hid for the next 
two days. On 19 December 1928, Sukhdev called on Durgawati Devi, sometimes 
known as Durga Bhabhi, wife of another HSRA member, Bhagwati Charan Vohra, for 
help, which she agreed to provide. They decided to catch the train departing from 
Lahore to Bathinda en route to Howrah (Calcutta) early the next morning. 

Singh and Rajguru, both carrying loaded revolvers, left the house early the next day. 
Dressed in western attire (Bhagat Singh cut his hair, shaved his beard and wore a hat 
over cropped hair), and carrying Devi's sleeping child, Singh and Devi passed as a 
young couple, while Rajguru carried their luggage as their servant. At the station, 
Singh managed to conceal his identity while buying tickets, and the three boarded the 
train heading to Cawnpore (now Kanpur). There they boarded a train for Lucknow 
since the CID at Howrah railway station usually scrutinised passengers on the direct 
train from Lahore. At Lucknow, Rajguru left separately for Benares while Singh, Devi 


ane the infant went to Howrah, with all except Singh returning to Lahore a few days 
ater. 


1929 ASSEMBLY INCIDENT AND ARREST 


For some time, Singh had been exploiting the power of drama as a means to inspire 
the revolt against the British, purchasing a magic lantern to show slides that enlivened 
his talks about revolutionaries such as Ram Prasad Bismil who had died as a result of 
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the Kakori conspiracy. In 1929, he proposed a dramatic act to the HSRA intended to 
gain massive publicity for their aims. Influenced by Auguste Vaillant, a French 
anarchist who had bombed the Chamber of Deputies in Paris, Singh's plan was to 
explode a bomb inside the Central Legislative Assembly. The nominal intention was to 
protest against the Public Safety Bill, and the Trade Dispute Act, which had been 
rejected by the Assembly but were being enacted by the Viceroy using his special 
powers; the actual intention was for the perpetrators to allow themselves to be 
arrested so that they could use court appearances as a stage to publicise their cause. 


The HSRA leadership was initially opposed to Bhagat's participation in the bombing 
because they were certain that his prior involvement in the Saunders shooting meant 
that his arrest would ultimately result in his execution. However, they eventually 
decided that he was their most suitable candidate. On 8 April 1929, Singh, 
accompanied by Batukeshwar Dutt, threw two bombs into the Assembly chamber 
from its public gallery while it was in session. The bombs had been designed not to kill, 
but some members, including George Ernest Schuster, the finance member of the 
Viceroy's Executive Council, were injured. The smoke from the bombs filled the 
Assembly so that Singh and Dutt could probably have escaped in the confusion had 
they wished. Instead, they stayed shouting the slogan "Inquilab Zindabad!" (“Long 
Live the Revolution") and threw leaflets. The two men were arrested and subsequently 


moved through a series of jails in Delhi. 


ASSEMBLY CASE TRIAL 
According to Neeti Nair, associate professor of history, “public criticism of this terrorist 


action was unequivocal." Gandhi, once again, issued strong words of disapprovai of 
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their deed. Nonetheless, the jailed Bhagat was reported to be elated, and referred to 
the subsequent legal proceedings as a "drama". Singh and Dutt eventually responded 
to the criticism by writing the Assembly Bomb Statement: 

We hold human life sacred beyond words. We are neither perpetrators of dastardly 
outrages ... nor are we ‘lunatics’ as the Tribune of Lahore and some others would have 
it believed ... Force when aggressively applied is 'violence’ and is, therefore, morally 


unjustifiable, but when itis used in the furtherance of a legitimate cause, it has its moral 
justification. 


The trial began in the first week of June, following a preliminary hearing in May. On 12 
June, both men were sentenced to life imprisonment for: "causing explosions of a 
nature likely to endanger life, unlawfully and maliciously." Dutt had been defended by 
Asaf Ali, while Singh defended himself. Doubts have been raised about the accuracy 
of testimony offered at the trial. One key discrepancy concerns the automatic pistol 
that Singh had been carrying when he was arrested. Some witnesses said that he had 
fired two or three shots while the police sergeant who arrested him testified that the 
gun was pointed downward when he took it from him and that Singh "was playing with 
it." According to an article in the India Law Journal, the prosecution witnesses were 


coached, their accounts were incorrect, and Singh had turned over the pistol himself. i 
Singh was given a life sentence. 


ARREST OF ASSOCIATES 


In 1929, the HSRA had set up bomb factories in Lahore and Saharanpur. On 15 April 
1929, the Lahore bomb factory was discovered by the police, leading to the arrest of 
other members of HSRA, including Sukhdev, Kishori Lal, and Jai Gopal. Not long after 
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this, the Saharanpur factory was also raided and some of the conspirators became 
informants. With the new information available, the police were able to connect the 
three strands of the Saunders murder, Assembly bombing, and bomb manufacture 
Singh, Sukhdev, Rajguru, and 21 others were charged with the Saunders murder. 


HUNGER STRIKE AND LAHORE CONSPIRACY CASE 


Singh was re-arrested for murdering Saunders and Chanan Singh based on 
substantial evidence against him, including statements by his associates, Hans Raj 
Vohra and Jai Gopal. His life sentence in the Assembly Bomb case was deferred until 
the Saunders case was decided. He was sent to Central Jail Mianwali from the Delhi 
jail. There he witnessed discrimination between European and Indian prisoners. He 
considered himself, along with others, to be a political prisoner. He noted that he had 
received an enhanced diet at Delhi which was not being provided at Mianwali. He led 
other Indian, self-identified political prisoners he felt were being treated as common 
criminals in a hunger strike. They demanded equality in food standards, clothing, 
toiletries, and other hygienic necessities, as well as access to books and a daily 
newspaper. They argued that they should not be forced to do manual labour or any 
undignified work in the jail. 

The hunger strike inspired a rise in public support for Singh and his colleagues from 
around June 1929. The Tribune newspaper was particularly prominent in this 
movement and reported on mass meetings in places such as Lahore and Amritsar. 
The government had to apply Section 144 of the criminal code in an attempt to limit 


gatherings. 
Jawaharlal Nehru met Singh and the other strikers in Central Jail Mianwali. After the 
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meeting, he stated: 


| was very much pained to see the distress of the heroes. They have staked their lives 
in this struggle. They want that political prisoners should be treated as political 
prisoners. | am quite hopeful that their sacrifice would be crowned with success. 


Muhammad Ali Jinnah spoke in support of the strikers in the Assembly, saying: 


The man who goes on hunger strike has a soul. He is moved by that soul, and he 
believes in the justice of his cause ... however much you deplore them and, however, 
much you say they are misguided, it is the system, this damnable system of 
governance, which is resented by the people. 


The government tried to break the strike by placing different food items in the prison 
cells to test the prisoners’ resolve. Water pitchers were filled with milk so that either the 
prisoners remained thirsty or broke their strike; nobody faltered and the impasse 
continued. The authorities then attempted force-feeding the prisoners but this was 
resisted. With the matter still unresolved, the Indian Viceroy, Lord Irwin, cut short his 
vacation in Simla to discuss the situation with jail authorities. Since the activities of the 
hunger strikers had gained popularity and attention amongst the people nationwide, 
the government decided to advance the start of the Saunders murder trial, which was 
henceforth called the Lahore Conspiracy Case. Singh was transported to Borstal Jail, 
Lahore, and the trial began there on 10 July 1929. In addition to charging them with the 
murder of Saunders, Singh and the 27 other prisoners were charged with plotting a 
conspiracy to murder Scott, and waging a war against the King. Singh, still on hunger 
strike, had to be carried to the court handcuffed on a stretcher; he had lost 14 pounds 
(6.4 kg) from his original weight of 133 pounds (60 kg) since beginning the strike. 


- 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


see 


i = 


The government was beginning to make concessions but refused to move on the core 
issue of recognising the classification of "political prisoner”. In the eyes of officials, if 
someone broke the law then that was a personal act, nota political oné, and they were 
common criminals. By now, the condition of another hunger striker, Jatindra Nath Das, 
lodged in the same jail, had deteriorated considerably. The Jail committee 
recommended his unconditional release, but the government rejected the suggestion 
and offered to release him on bail. On 13 September 1929, Das died after a 63-day 
hunger strike. Almost all the nationalist leaders in the country paid tribute to Das’ 
death. Mohammad Alam and Gopi Chand Bhargava resigned from the Punjab 
Legislative Council in protest, and Nehru moved a successful adjournment motion in 
the Central Assembly as a censure against the "inhumane treatment" of the Lahore 
prisoners. Singh finally heeded a resolution of the Congress party, and a request by his 
father, ending his hunger strike on 5 October 1929 after 116 days. During this period, 
Singh's popularity among common Indians extended beyond Punjab. 

Singh's attention now turned to his trial, where he was to face a Crown prosecution 
team comprising C. H. Carden-Noad, Kalandar Ali Khan, Jai Gopal Lal, and the 
prosecuting inspector, Bakshi Dina Nath. The defence was composed of eight 
lawyers. Prem Dutt Verma, the youngest amongst the 27 accused, threw his slipper at 
Gopal when he turned and became a prosecution witness in court. As a result, the 
magistrate ordered that all the accused should be handcuffed. Singh and others 
refused to be handcuffed and were subjected to brutal beating. The revolutionaries 
refused to attend the court and Singh wrote a letter to the magistrate citing various 
reasons for their refusal. The magistrate ordered the trial to proceed without the 
accused or members of the HSRA. This was a setback for Singh as he could no longer 
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use the trial as a forum to publicise his views. 
SPECIAL TRIBUNAL 


To speed up the slow trial, the Viceroy, Lord Irwin, declared an emergency on 1 May 
1930 and introduced an ordinance to set up a special tribunal composed of three high 
court judges for the case. This decision cut short the normal process of justice as the 
only appeal after the tribunal was to the Privy Council located in England. 

On 2 July 1930, a habeas corpus petition was filed in the High Court challenging the 
ordinance on the grounds that it was ultra vires and, therefore, illegal; the Viceroy had 
no powers to shorten the customary process of determining justice. The petition 
argued that the Defence of India Act 1915 allowed the Viceroy to introduce an 
ordinance, and set up such a tribunal, only under conditions of a breakdown of law- 
and-order, which, it was claimed in this case, had not occurred. However, the petition 
was dismissed as being premature. 

Carden-Noad presented the government's charges of conducting robberies, and the 
illegal acquisition of arms and ammunition among others. The evidence of G. T. H. 
Hamilton Harding, the Lahore superintendent of police, shocked the court. He stated 
that he had filed the first information report against the accused under specific orders 
from the chief secretary to the governor of Punjab and that he was unaware of the 
details of the case. The prosecution depended mainly on the evidence of P. N. Ghosh, 
Hans Raj Vohra, and Jai Gopal who had been Singh's associates in the HSRA. On 10 
July 1930, the tribunal decided to press charges against only 15 of the 18 accused and 
allowed their petitions to be taken up for hearing the next day. The trial ended on 30 
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September 1930. The three accused, whose charges were withdrawn, included Dutt 
who had already been given alife sentence in the Assembly bomb case. 

The ordinance (and the tribunal) would lapse on 31 October 1930 as it had not been 
passed by the Central Assembly or the British Parliament. On 7 October 1930, the 
tribunal delivered its 300-page judgement based on all the evidence and concluded 
that the participation of Singh, Sukhdev, and Rajguru in Saunder's murder was 
proven. They were sentenced to death by hanging. Of the other accused, three were 
acquitted (Ajoy Ghosh, Jatindra Nath Sanyal and Des Raj), Kundan Lal received 
seven years’ rigorous imprisonment, Prem Dutt received five years of the same, and 
the remaining seven (Kishori Lal, Mahabir Singh, Bijoy Kumar Sinha, Shiv Verma, 
Gaya Prasad, Jai Dev and Kamainath Tewari) were all sentenced to transportation for 
life. 


APPEAL TO THE PRIVY COUNCIL 

In Punjab province, a defence committee drew up a plan to appeal to the Privy Council. 
Singh was initially against the appeal but later agreed to it in the hope that the appeal 
would popularise the HSRA in Britain. The appellants claimed that the ordinance 
which created the tribunal was invalid while the government countered that the 
Viceroy was completely empowered to create such a tribunal. The appeal was 
dismissed by Judge Viscount Dunedin. 


REACTIONS TO THE JUDGEMENT 
After the rejection of the appeal to the Privy Council, Congress party president Madan 
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Mohan Malviya filed a mercy appeal before Irwin on 14 February 1931. Some 
prisoners sent Mahatma Gandhi an appeal to intervene.[44] In his notes dated 19 
March 1931, the Viceroy recorded: 


While returning Gandhiji asked me if he could talk about the case of Bhagat Singh 
because newspapers had come out with the news of his slated hanging on March 
24th. It would be a very unfortunate day because on that day the new president of the 
Congress had to reach Karachi and there would be a lot of hot discussion. | explained 
to him that! had given a very careful thought to it but | did not find any basis to convince 
myself to commute the sentence. It appeared he found my reasoning weighty. 

The Communist Party of Great Britain expressed its reaction to the case: 


The history of this case, of which we do not come across any example in relation to the 
political cases, reflects the symptoms of callousness and cruelty which is the outcome 


of bloated desire of the imperialist government of Britain so that fear can be instilled in 
the hearts of the repressed people. 


Aplan to rescue Singh and fellow HSRA inmates from the jail failed. HSRA member 
Durga Devi's husband, Bhagwati Charan Vohra, attempted to manufacture bombs for 
the purpose, but died when they exploded accidentally. 

EXECUTION 


Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev were sentenced to death in the Lahore conspiracy case 
and ordered to be hanged on 24 March 1931. The schedule was moved forward by 11 
hours and the three were hanged on 23 March 1931 at 7:30 pm[68] in the Lahore jail. It 
is reported that no magistrate at the time was willing to supervise Singh's hanging as 
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was required by law. The execution was supervised instead by an honorary judge, who 
also signed the three death warrants, as their original warrants had expired. The jail 
authorities then broke a hole in the rear wall of the jail, removed the bodies, and 
secretly cremated the three men under cover of darkness outside Ganda Singh Wala 
village, and then threw the ashes into the Sutlej river, about 10 kilometres (6.2 mi) from 
Ferozepore. 
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Shivaram Hari Rajguru 
24 August 1908 — 23 March 1931 


WW an Indian revolutionary from Maharashtra, known mainly for his involvement 
in the assassination of a British Raj police officer. He also fought for the 
independence of India and On 23 March 1931 he was hanged by the British 
governmentalong with Bhagat Singh and Sukhdev Thapar. 


EARLY LIFE 


Rajguru was born on 24 August 1908 at Khed to Parvati Devi and Harinarain Rajguru 
in a Marathi Deshastha Brahmin family. Khed was located at the bank of river Bheema 
near Pune (present-day Pune). His father died when he was only six years old and the 
responsibility of family fell on his elder brother Dinkar. He received primary education 
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at Khed and later studied in New English High School in Poona. He joined Seva Dal at 
a young age. He attended training camp conducted by Dr. N.S. Hardikar at 
Ghatprabha. 


REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES 

He was a member of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association, who wanted 
India to be free from British rule by any means necessary. 

Rajguru became a colleague of Bhagat Singh and Sukhdev, and took part in the 
assassination of a British police officer, J. P. Saunders, at Lahore on 17 December 
4928. Their actions were to avenge the death of Lala Lajpat Rai who had died a 
fortnight after being hit by police while on a march protesting the Simon Commission. 
Rai's death resulted from the police action. 

The three men and 21 other co-conspirators were tried under the provisions of a 
regulation that was introduced in 1929 specifically for that purpose. All three were 
convicted of the charges. 
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Scheduled for hanging on 24 March, three freedom fi es were hanged a day earlier 
on 23 March 1931. They were'cremated at Hussainiwala at the banks of the Sutlej river 
in the Ferozepur district of Punjab. 
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Sukhdev Thapar 
15 May 1907 — 23 March 1931 


as an Indian revolutionary. A senior member of the Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Association, he participated in several actions alongside Bhagat 
Singh and Shivaram Rajguru, and was hanged by the British authorities on 23 March 


1931 at the age of 23. 

EARLY LIFE 

= Sukhdev Thapar was born in Ludhiana, Punjab, British India on 15 May 1907 to 
Ramlal Thapar and Ralli Devi. He was from valimiki cast. 

» hewas brought up by his uncle LalaAchintram after the death of his father. 
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REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES 
HSRA 


Sukhdev was a member of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association 
(HSRA), and organised revolutionary cells in Punjab and other areas of North 
India. He was the chief of Punjab unit of HSRA and instrumental in taking 
decisions. 

Sukhdev participated in numerous revolutionary activities such as a prison hunger 
strike in 1929: he is best known for his assaults in the Lahore Conspiracy Case 
(1929-30). He is best remembered for his involvement in the assassination of 
Deputy Superintendent of Police, J. P. Saunders, on 17 December 1928, by 
Bhagat Singh and Shivaram Rajguru, undertaken in response to the violent death 
of the veteran leader Lala Lajpat Rai. 


LAHORE CONSPIRACY CASEjEDIT] 
= Sukhdev was the prime accused in the Lahore Conspiracy Case of 1929, whose 


Official title was "Crown versus Sukhdev and others.” The first information report 
(FIR) of the case, filed by Hamilton Harding, senior superintendent of police, in the 
court of R.S. Pandit, the special magistrate in April 1929, mentions Sukhdev as 
accused number 1. It describes him as Swami alias villager, son of Ram Lal, caste 
Thapar valmiki. After the Central Assembly Hall bombings in New Delhi (8 April 
1929), Sukhdev and his accomplices were arrested, convicted, and sentenced to 
death. 

On 23 March 1931, Thapar was hanged in Lahore jail, along with Bhagat Singh and 


Shivaram Rajguru. Their bodies were secretly cremated at the banks of the River 
Sutlej. 
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Ashfaquila Khan 
22 October 1900 — 19 December 1927 


W= a freedom fighter in the Indian independence movement. 


EARLY LIFE 

Khan was born in Shahjahanpur, United Provinces of British India to Shafiquilah Khan 
and Mazharunissa. He was bom ina Muslim Pathan family of Khyber tribe. He was the 
youngest among his six siblings. 

In 1920, Mahatma Gandhi launched his Non-cooperation movement against the 
British rule in India. But after the Chauri Chaura incident in 1922, Mahatma Gandhi 
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decided to withdraw the call for this movement. 


At that point, many young people including Khan felt depressed. That is when Khan 
decided to form an organization with like-minded freedom fighters which resulted in 
the formation of Hindustan Republican Association in 1924. This association's 
purpose was to organize armed revolutions to achieve a free India. ' 


KAKORI TRAIN ROBBERY 
Main article: Kakori conspiracy 


To give a boost to their movement and buy arms and ammunition to carry out their 
activities, the revolutionaries of Hindustan Socialist Republican Association organised 
a meeting on 8 August 1925 in Shahjahanpur. After a lot of deliberation, it was decided 
to loot the government treasury carried in the trains. On 9 August 1925, Khan and 
other revolutionaries, namely Ram Prasad Bismil, Rajendra Lahiri, Thakur Roshan 
Singh, Sachindra Bakshi, Chandrashekar Azad, Keshab Chakravarty, Banwari Lal, 
Murari Lal Gupta, Mukundi Lal, and Manmathnath Gupta looted the train carrying 
British government money in Kakori near Lucknow. 


A month passed after the train robbery, and yet none of the train robbers were 
arrested. Although the British government had spread a large investigative net. On the 
morning of 26 September 1925, Bismil was caught by the police and Khan was the 
only one untraced by the police. He went into hiding and moved to Banaras from Bihar, 
where he worked in an engineering company for ten months. He wanted to move 
abroad to learn engineering to further help the freedom struggle and so he went to 
Delhi to find ways to move out of the country. He took the help of one of his Pathan 
friends who was also his classmate in the past. This friend, in turn, betrayed him by 


—— —<—— = 256 


> v 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


4 


~ * , o, - 


informing the police about his whereabouts and on the morning of 17 July 1926 police 
came to his house and arrested him. 

Khan was detained in the Faizabad jail and a case was filed against him. His brother 
Riyasatullah Khan. was his legal counsel. While in jail, Ashfaquila Khan recited the 
Quran and started saying his prayers regularly and during the Islamic month of 
Ramadan strictly fasted. The case for the Kakori dacoity was concluded by awarding 
death sentence to Bismil, Khan, Rajendra Lahiri and Thakur Roshan Singh. The 
others were given life sentences. 


DEATH AND LEGACY 

Khan was put to death by hanging on 19 December 1927 at Faizabad jail. This 
revolutionary man became a martyr and a legend among his people due to his love for 
the motherland, his clear thinking, unshakeable courage, firmness and loyalty. 
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SARDAR BAJ SINGH 
(died 1716), also known as Baj Bahadur, was a Sikh general, 
governor, scholar and martyr from present-day India. 


FAMILY 

Singh was born in a Bal Jat family native to Mirpur Patti, a village in Amritsar district of 
the Punjab. 

ATTACK ON SIRHIND à 

In the battle of Sirhind fought at Chappar Chiri in May 1710, Baj Singh was in 
command of the right wing of Banda Singh's army. He faced Nawab Wazir Khan in the 


battle striking his horse down with a lance. This led to the fall of Sarkar-e-Sirhind. 
Sardar Baj Singh became first governor of Khalsa Raj after this battle. 
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EXECUTION 

He was executed on 9 June 1716 on the outskirts of Delhi; on the bank of the Yamuna 
river along with his seven brothers and Banda Singh Bahadur. 

BRAVE FEAT DURING EXECUTION 

It said by the writers of the Mughal court in their memoirs, that at Baj Singh's execution, 
the Mughal emperor Farrukhsiyar asked tauntingly where is the brave Baj Singh 
whom whole Mughal army feared, where is his bravery now? Baj Singh was shackled, 
but replied "I am Baj Singh. You have tied my feet and hands in iron chains, open one 
of them | will let you know of my bravery." Then his feet were freed, but with his hands 
still tied. Baj Singh snatched the sword of a nearby soldier and killed 16 men on the 


spot while the emperor fled. 

BATTLES FOUGHT BY BAJ SINGH 

a Battle of Sonipat 

= Battle of Samana 

= Battle of Sadhaura 

= Battle of Chappar Chiri 

= Battle of Jammu 

a Battle of Jalalabad (1710) 

= Battle of Lohgarh 

= Battle of Gurdas Nangal or Siege of Gurdaspur 
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National Heroes 


BRIGADIER MOHAMMAD USMAN 
15 July 1912 - 3 July 1948 


British India 
Dominion of India 
British Indian Army 
Indian Army 
1934-1948 


- 
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Rank : A Brigadier 
Unit : %& 10th Baluch Regiment 
4 Dogra Regiment 
Commands Held : 50 Para Brigade 
77 Para Brigade 
14/10 Baluch 
Battles/Wars : Indo-Pakistani War of 1947 


ohammad Usman was born in Bibipur, Mau district, United Provinces, British 

India on July 15, 1912 to Jamilun Bibi and Mohammad Faqooq Khunambir. 
Usman and his younger brothers, Subhan and Gufran, were educated at Harish 
Chandra Bhai School, Varanasi. At the age of 12, he had jumped into a well to rescue a 
drowning child. 
Usman later made up his mind to join the Army, and despite the limited opportunities 
for Indians to get commissioned ranks and despite intense competition, he succeeded 
in gaining admission to the prestigious Royal Military Academy Sandhurst (RMAS). 
He entered RMAS in 1932, was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant and appointed 
to the Unattached List for the Indian Army on 1 February 1934. He was attached in 
India to the 1st battalion of the Cameronians on 12 March 1934 for a year 
At the end of his year with the Cameronians, on the 19 March 1935, he was appointed 
to the Indian Army and posted to the Sth battalion of the 10th Baluch Regiment (5/10 
Baluch).Later in the year he saw active service on the -North-West Frontier of India 
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during the Mohmand campaign of 1935.He qualified as a 1st class interpreter in Urdu 
in November 1935. 


Usman was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant on 30 April 1936 and Captain on 31 
August 1941. By April 1944, he was a temporary Major. He served in Burma and was 
mentioned in dispatches as a temporary Major in the London Gazette 27 September 


1945. He commanded the 14th battalion of the 10th Baluch Regiment (14/10 Baluch) 
from April 1945 to April 1946 


During the partition of India, Usman, being a Muslim officer in the Baluch Regiment, 
was under intense pressure from the Pakistani leadership to opt for the Pakistan Army. 
However, despite the fact he was promised a future position as the Pakistan Army 
Chief, he was unconvinced. When the Baluch Regiment was allotted to Pakistan, 
Usman was transferred to the Dogra Regiment. 


INDO-PAKISTANI WAR OF 1947 


In 1947 Pakistan sent tribal irregulars into the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir in 
an attempt to capture it and accede it to Pakistan. Usman, then commanding the 77th 
Parachute Brigade, was sent to command the 50th Parachute Brigade, which was 
deployed at Jhangar in December 1947. On 25 December 1947, with the odds 
stacked heavily against the brigade, Pakistani forces captured Jhangar. Located at 
the junction of roads coming from Mirpur and Kotli, Jhangar was of strategic 
importance. On that day Usman took a vow to recapture Jhangar — a feat he 
accomplished three months later, but at the cost of his own life. 


In January-February 1948 Usman repulsed fierce attacks on Nowshera and Jhangar, 
both highly strategic locations in Jammu and Kashmir. During the defence of 


= 262 


e A eana 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


~ . , 2, - 
¢ y a 


Nowshera against overwhelming odds and numbers, Indian forces inflicted around 
2000 casualties on the Pakistanis (about 1000 dead and 1000 wounded) while Indian 
forces suffered only 33 dead and 102 wounded. His defence earned him the nickname 
Lion of Nowshera. Pakistani forces then announced a sum of Rs 50,000 as a prize for 
his head. Unaffected by praise and congratulations, Usman continued to sleep on a 
mat laid on the floor as he had vowed that he would not sleep on a bed till he 
recaptured Jhangar, from where he had had to withdraw in late 1947. 


The then Lieutenant General K M Cariappa (later General and Chief of Army Staff and 
years after retirement made Field Marshal), who had taken over as Western Army 
Commander, brought his tactical headquarters forward to Jammu to oversee the 
conduct of two important operations, namely the capture of Jhangar and Poonch. The 
operations commenced in the last week of February 1948. The 19th Infantry Brigade 
advanced along the northern ridge, while the 50th Parachute Brigade cleared the hills 
dominating the Nowshera-Jhangar road in the south. 

The enemy was eventually driven from the area, and Jhangar was recaptured. 
Pakistan brought its regular forces into the fray in May 1948. Jhangar was once again 
subjected to heavy artillery bombardment, and many determined attacks were 
launched on Jhangar by the Pakistan Army. However, Usman frustrated all their 
attempts to recapture it. It was during this defence of Jnangar that Usman was killed 
on July 3, 1948, by an enemy 25-pounder shell. He was 12 days short of his 36th 
birthday. His last words were "I am dying but let not the territory we were fighting for fall 
for the enemy”. For his inspiring leadership and great courage, he was awarded the 


Maha Vir Chakra posthumously. 
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Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and his Cabinet colleagues attended the 
funeral of Usman — “the highest ranking military commander till date” to lay down his 
life in the battlefield. He was given a state funeral of a martyr. An Indian journalist, 
Khwaja Ahmad Abbas, wrote about his death, "a precious life, of imagination and 
unswerving patriotism, has fallen a victim to communal fanaticism. Brigadier Usman's 
brave example will be an abiding source of inspiration for Free India" Usman was 
awarded the Maha Vir Chakraposthumously, 


PERSONAL LIFE 


Usman was a teetotaller and remained a bachelor throughout his life. He used to 
donate a large part of his salary to support poor children and pay for their education. 
MEMORIAL 


Usman is buried in a grave in the Jamia Millia Islamia campus in New Delhi. 
Upender Sood, a film director, has produced a film on life of Usman. 


His birth centenary was celebrated in 2012 by the Indian Army at Jhajjar, HaryanaA 


Paramotor Expedition was organized by Gorkha Training Centre in the memory of 
Brigadier Usman. 
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BRIGADIER RAJINDER SINGH 
14 June 1899 - 26/27 October 1947 


he Government of India should designate 26 October as Martyrs' Day in memory 
of the unsung war hero tribute Brigadier Rajinder Singh. 
Snapshot 
= As Maharaja Hari Singh of Jammu and Kashmir signed the Instrument of 
Accession to India on this day, 70 years ago, Brigadier Rajinder Singh defended a 
state under siege. 
What better tribute can we pay this unsung war hero other than declaring 26 
October as Martyrs’ Day. 
The date, 26 October, does not stir anything significant in the minds and hearts of the 
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majority of this country. It is not a special birthday or a religious holiday that is etched in 
the conscience of India. One has to do a Google search to realise that 70 years ago, 
Maharaja Hari Singh of Jammu and Kashmir signed the Instrument of Accession to 
India as the region was under siege from Pakistani forces. The accord mobilised the 
Indian Army to repel the invaders weeks after the nation gained Independence 


The story that many won't find through a Google search, however, is that of Brigadier 
Rajinder Singh and his band of warriors who died defending the Kashmir valley. He 
was martyred the same day Maharaja Hari Singh signed that historic document 
uniting Jammu and Kashmir with India, a sacrifice that honoured the simple words of 
that contract. Brigadier Singh was the first recipient of the Mahavir Chakra in 
Independent India, yet this warrior is barely known to the nation he served, let alone 
outside the Jammu region. On the seventieth anniversary of his martyrdom, the nation 
must recognise the service of this brave soldier who defended not just the Kashmir 


valley in India's first war with Pakistan but the entire nation — 26 October should be 
declared as Martyrs’ Day. 


On 21 October 1947, Pakistani forces besieged Jammu and Kashmir after Maharaja - 
Hari Singh declared independence. They tried to take control of the region by force, 
hoping that the dominant Muslim community would support them. They entered 


Kashmir via Baramulla and targeted the Sikh and Kashmiri pandits, committing rape, 
murder and arson in a bid to ‘purge’ the land. 


Under siege, on 22 October 1947, Maharaja Hari Singh ordered Brigadier Singh, who 
served as the chief of army staff of Jammu and Kashmir, to defend the state “till the last 
man and the last bullet”. Maharaja Hari Singh's son, Dr Karan Singh, in an interview 
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remembers the day the order was given. In fact, he was present in the room when 
Maharaja Hari Singh gave that historic command. “It was a worrying situation,” he 
says. “Brig Rajinder Singh was given an order by my father and he just saluted and 
walked away.” 

Brigadier Singh gathered 110 soldiers and moved to Muzaffarabad to counter the 
invading force of over 6,000 militiamen. He used guerrilla tactics to delay their 
advance, blowing up the Uri bridge and stalling them in Mahura and Rampur, inflicting 
heavy casualties. For four days, Brigadier Singh and his brave jawanshindered the 
progress of the Pakistani invaders. This may have been the first time in contemporary 
military history where an army chief personally led soldiers in combat. 

As Brigadier Singh and his men fought, on 26 October, Maharaja Hari Singh signed 
the Instrument of Accession joining the Union of India. The Indian military rushed in to 
back Brigadier Singh; however, just hours away from his position, he was ambushed 
at Buniyar and fatally wounded. He had held fort and repelled the invaders long 
enough for the Indian Army to push them back, saving thousands from a brutal 
onslaught. He carried out his orders to the letter, setting an unparalleled example of 
courage and patriotism. “If Brig Rajinder Singh had not stopped the Pakistani 
invaders, if he didn't sacrifice his life, Kashmir may not have been a part of India,” says 
Dr Karan Singh. 

For the people of Jammu, Brigadier Singh is known as the ‘Immortal Dogra' and the 
‘Saviour of Kashmir’. He hailed from the Duggar or the Dogra people of Jammu, a 
community deeply entrenched in the armed forces of India for several generations. He 
continues to be an inspiration for people across Jammu, and almost every household 


- ` `n z 2 A = Z 2 a 
F <6. Nanaji Deshmukh aen eA Digiti y eGan 


` . . bar? - 
-z ——— aa Wy —— <> ee 


> 


has one or two members serving in the armed forces, many defending the border and 
the Kashmir valley. i 


The day 26 October is commemorated as a ‘Black Day' by separatists in the Kashmir 
valley, as they rage against the armed forces and the Indian Union. Not only Jammu, 
- Ladakh and Kashmir, but the entire nation should honour the sacrifice of India's first 
war hero as a strong counter to the separatist narrative. A celebration of his life and 
service will send a strong message to our brave serving jawans who battle terrorists 
and stone-pelters to defend the country. Brigadier Singh's sacrifice is the reason why 
Indians claim Kashmir to be an integral part of the country. He is a symbol of India's 
commitment to fight and die for Kashmir. His memory makes the separatist call 
meaningless —a fool's dream that history has denied and the future will never allow. 


The Government of India should designate 26 October as Martyrs’ Day. We must 
remember the will and the sacrifice that has kept the Union of India together. Our 
history is a testimony to how our country is a more enduring force than the blind fury of 
the misguided and the resolve of the cowards. Even as tensions abound in the 
Kashmir valley, the soil is laden with the blood and spirit of heroes like Brigadier Singh 
and will never accede to those who would see its beauty burn just to rule over ashes. 
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Second Lieutenant Arun Khetarpal, PVC 
14 October 1950 — 16 December 1971 


Bar in Pune, Maharashtra, was an officer of the Indian Army and a posthumous 
recipient of the Param Vir Chakra, India's highest military decoration for valour in 
face of the enemy. He was martyred in action in the Battle of Basantar in the Battlefield 
of Shakargarh during the Indo-Pakistan War of 1971 where his actions earned him his 


honour 


EARLY LIFE 

_ Arun Khetarpal was born in Pune, Maharashtra on 14 October 1950. His family 
belonged to Sargodha, Pakistan, and had migrated to India after partition as refugees. 
His father Lt Col (later Brigadier) M. L. Khetarpal was a Corps of Engineers officer 
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serving in the Indian Army and his family traced a long history of military service. 
Attending The Lawrence School, Sanawar, he distinguished himself both as an able 
student and sportsman and was the school prefect. Khetarpal joined the National 
Defence Academy in June 1967. He belonged to Foxtrot Squadron where he was the 
Squadron Cadet Captain of the 38th Course. His NDA No was 7498/F/38. He 
subsequently went on tojoin the Indian Military Academy. In June 1971, Khetarpal was 
commissioned into the 17 Poona Horse. 

1971 WAR 

Main article: Battle of Basantar 


During the Indo-Pakistan War of 1971, the 17 Poona Horse was assigned to the 
command of the 47th Infantry Brigade of the Indian Army. Through the duration of the 
conflict, the 47th Brigade saw action in the Shakargarh sector in the Battle of Basantar. 
Battle of Basantar 


Among the tasks set for the 47th Brigade was to establish a bridgehead across the 
River Basantar. By 21:00 hours of 15 December, the brigade had captured its 
objectives. However, the place was extensively mined, which prevented the 
deployment of the tanks of the Poona Horse, and the engineers clearing the mines 
were halfway through their tasks when Indian troops at the bridge-head reported 
alarming enemy armour activity, asking for immediate armour support. It was at this 
critical juncture that the 17 Poona Horse decided to push through the mine-field. The 


omen was able to link-up with the infantry at the bridge-head by first light the next 
ay. 
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At 08:00 hours on 16 December, Pakistani armour launched the first of their counter- 
attacks under the cover of a smokescreen at the pivot of the 17th Poona Horse at 
Jarpal. At 08:00 hours, the Pakistani 13th Lancers, equipped with the then state-of- 
the-art US-made 50 ton Patton tanks, launched the first of their counter-attacks under 
the cover of a smokescreen at 'B' Squadron, The Poona Horse, at Jarpal. Its squadron 
commander urgently called for reinforcements. Arun Khetarpal, who was in ‘A’ 
squadron and was stationed close by with his Centurion tank troop, responded with 
alacrity, as did the rest of his regiment. The first counter-attack was decimated by 
accurate gunnery, coolness by Indian tank troop and individual tank commanders 
from the CO, Lt Col Hanut Singh down to its troop leader, Arun Khetarpal. The 13th 
Lancers desperately launched two more squadron-level counter-attacks and 
managed to achieve a breakthrough. 

Khetarpal rushed to meet the Pakistani armour and launched right into the Pakistani 
attack. With his troop, he was able to run over the enemy advance with his tanks. 
However, the commander of the second tank was killed in this attack. Alone in charge, 
Khetarpal continued his attack on the enemy strongholds. The enemy fought very 
bravely and did not retreat even after taking losses. Disappointed by his failure so far, 
he desperately attacked the incoming Pakistani troops and tanks, knocking out a 
Pakistani tank in the process. However Pakistani forces regrouped and counter- 
attacked. In the ensuing tank battle, Lt. Arun Khetarpal with his 2 remaining tanks 
fought off and destroyed 10 tanks before he was killed in action. 
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The skirmish however took its toll on the lieutenant as he was hit by enemy fire, but 
instead of abandoning the tank he fought on destroying one final tank before he was 
finally overwhelmed. However, his actions had denied a vital breakthrough for 
Pakistani forces and instead put the Indians in a stronger position in the Shakargarh 


bulge. His final words over the radio to a superior officer who had ordered him to 
abandon his burning tank were, 


"No, Sir, | will not abandon my tank. My main gun is still working and | will get these 
bastards." 


Then he set about destroying the remaining enemy tanks. The last enemy tank, which 
he shot, was barely 100 metres from his position. At this stage, his tank received a 
second hit and he was seriously injured. The officer met his death trying to deny the 
PakistaniArmy its desired breakthrough. 

Khetarpal's body and his tank, named "Famagusta", were later captured by Pakistan 
and eventually returned to the Indian military. This tank is on display back in India now. 

For his conspicuous bravery and extreme gallantry in the face of fierce and 
unrelenting attacks and assaults by the enemy (the Pakistani military), Khetarpal was 
honoured with India's most-prestigious and highest-standard military medal for 
courage and gallantry, the Param Vir Chakra, posthumously. 

Arun Khetarpal's body was cremated on 17 December near the Samba district and his 
ashes were sent to his family, who were unaware of his death until 26 December. 


HONORARY CAPTAIN BANA SINGH 


ee 6 January 1949 
Allegiance a Republic of India 
Service/branch : gel Indian Army 
Years of Service 5 1969-2000 
Rank 2 Honorary Captain 
Service : JC-155825 
Unit : 8 JAK LI 
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Battles/Wars : Siachen Conflict 
Operation Meghdoot 
Operation Rajiv 

Awards. : m Param Vir Chakra 


Subedar Major and Honorary Captain Bana Singh, PVC (6 January 1949) is a retired 
Indian soldier and a recipient of the nation's highest military award, the Param Vir 
Chakra. He has held the ranks Naib Subedar, Subedar, Subedar Major and Honorary 
Captain in the Indian Army. As a Naib Subedar, he led the team which conquered the 
highest peak in the Siachen area as part of Operation Rajiv. The peak was named as 
"Bana Post" in his honour 


EARLY LIFE 
Bana Singh was born into a Sikh family in Kadyal in Jammu and Kashmir on 6 January 
1949. His father was a farmer and his uncles were soldiers in the Indian Army. 


He enrolled in the Indian Army on 6 January 1969 into the 8th Battalion of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Light Infantry (JAK LI). He was trained at the High Altitude Warfare 
Schoolin Gulmarg and also at another school at Sonamarg. 

OPERATION RAJIV 

Main article: Operation Rajiv 


In 1987, the strategically important Siachen area had been infiltrated by the Pakistani 
forces. The Pakistanis had captured an important position; which they called "Quaid 
post" (from Quaid-e-Azam, the title of Muhammad Ali Jinnah). The post was located at 
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a height of 6500 metres on the highest peak in the Siachen Glacier area (the peak was 
later renamed to "Bana Top" by the Indians, in honour of Bana Singh). From this 
feature the Pakistanis could snipe at Indian army positions since the height gave a 
clear view of the entire Saltoro range and Siachen glacier. The enemy post was 
virtually an impregnable glacier fortress with ice walls, 457 metres high, on either side. 


On 18 April 1987, the Pakistanis from Quaid Post fired on the Indian troops at Point 
Sonam (6,400 m), killing two soldiers. The Indian Army then decided to evict the 
Pakistanis from the Post. Naib Subedar Bana Singh was posted in Siachen on 20 April 
1987, as part of the 8th JAK LI regiment, which was given the task of capturing the 
Quaid Post. On 29 May, a JAK LI patrol led by Second lieutenant Rajiv Pande made at 
an unsuccessful attempt of capturing the post, resulting in deaths of 10 Indian 
soldiers. After a month of preparation, the Indian Army launched a fresh operation to 
capture the post. This operation, called "Operation Rajiv" in honour of 2/Lt Rajiv 
Pande, was headed by Major Varinder Singh. 

Starting on 23 June 1987, Major Varinder Singh's task force launched multiple attacks 
to capture the post. After initial failures, the S-member team led by Nb Sub Bana Singh 
successfully captured the Quaid post on 26 June 1987. Nb Sub Bana Singh and his 
fellow soldiers, including Chuni Lal, climbed the steep 457 m high wali ofice. The team 
approached the Quaid Post from an unexpected direction, using a longer and more 
difficult approach than the other teams. There was a blizzard, resulting in poor 
visibility, which gave cover to the Indian soldiers. After reaching the top, Nb Sub Bana 
Singh found that there was a single Pakistani bunker. He lobbed a grenade into the 
bunker and closed the door, killing those inside. The two sides also got involved in a 
hand-to-hand combat, in which the Indian soldiers bayoneted some of the Pakistani 
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soldiers outside the bunker. A few Pakistani soldiers jumped off the peak. Later, the 
Indians found six dead bodies of Pakistani soldiers. 

On 26 January 1988, Nb Sub Bana Singh was awarded the Param Vir Chakra, the 
highest wartime gallantry medal in India for his bravery during Operation Rajiv. The 
peak which he captured was renamed Bana Top in his honour. At the time of the Kargil 
War, he was the only PVC awardee who was still serving in the Army. 


PARAM VIR CHAKRA CITATION 
The Param Vir Chakra citation on the Official Indian Army Website reads as follows: 
NB SUB BANASINGH 8 JAK LI (JC-155825) 


Naib Subedar Bana Singh volunteered to be a member of a task force constituted in 
June 1987 to clear an intrusion by an adversary in the Siachen Glacier area at an 
altitude of 21,000 feet. The post was virtually an impregnable glacier fortress with ice 
walls, 1500 feet high, on both sides. Naib Subedar Bana Singh led his men through an 
extremely difficult and hazardous route. He inspired them by his indomitable courage 
and leadership. The brave Naib Subedar and his men crawled and closed in on the 
adversary. Moving from trench to trench, lobbing hand grenades and charging with the 
bayonet, he cleared the post all intruders. 


Nb Subedar Bana Singh displayed the most conspicuous gallantry and leadership 
under the most adverse conditions. 


AFTER RETIREMENT 
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31 October 2000. The Jammu & Kashmir Government gave him a pension of % 166 
per month. Bana Singh protested against the low amount, pointing out that the 
neighbouring states of Punjab and Himachal Pradesh provided a monthly pension 
above % 10,000 to the Param Vir Chakra winners. In October 2006, the Punjab 
Government led by Captain Amarinder Singh announced a cash award of 7 1,000,000 
for him. The cheque was presented to Bana Singh by Amarinder's successor Parkash 
Singh Badal in March 2007.[13] The Punjab Government also offered him % 
2,500,000, a monthly allowance of % 15,000 and a 25-acre plot (Worth Crores), if he 
moved to Punjab. However, he refused the offer, saying that he is a resident of J&K. 
The J&K Government named a stadium in the RS Pura area of Jammu after him, and 
sanctioned an amount of Rs 5,000,000 for its development in 2010. However, in 2013, 
The Tribune reported that the funds had not been released, and the Bana Singh 
Memorial Stadium was in a poor shape.[15Bana Singh's son Rajinder Singh joined the 
Indian Army in 2008, at the age of 18. 
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MAJOR SOMNATH SHARMA 
31 January 1923 - 3 November 1947 
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Sekar like Major Somnath Sharma are 
not born every day. The sacrifice of this 
heroic warrior must forever be remembered 
with gratitude by the country he died 
protecting. On his 69th death anniversary, we 
remember and salute India's first Param Vir 
Chakra recipient. 
“The enemy is only 50 yards from us. We are 
a heavily outnumbered. We are under 
Major Somnath Sharma's PVC Citation devastating fire. | shall not withdraw an inch 
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but will fight to the last man and the last round.” — Major Somnath Sharma, India's First 
Param Vir Chakra. 

The legacy of Indian Army's heroes is as vast and varied as India itself. Among the 
many brave hearts who have laid down their lives for their motherland is a man whose 
actions in the battlefield transcended heroism. Today, on his 69th death anniversary, 
Defence Minister Manohar Parikkar will be visiting Kashmir to pay homage to this 
unbelievably courageous soldier. 

This is the story of India's first Param Vir Chakra recipient, Major Somnath Sharma. 


Major Somnath Sharma 
PHOTO SOURCE : Major Somnath Sharma was born on 31 January 1923 at Dadh in 
the Kangra district of Himachal Pradesh. His father, Major Sharma's family had a long 
tradition of military service — his uncle, Captain K D Vasudeva, had died defending a 
bridge on the River Slim against the Japanese during the Malayan Campaign in World 
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War ll. Vasudeva's gallantry had made it possible for hundreds of his jawans to cross 
over to safety, a fact that greatly influenced Major Sharma throughout his career. 


Deeply inspired by his father and uncle, Som (as his friends and family called him) had 
already decided that he would join the Indian Army when he was still a child. After 
completing his schooling from Sherwood College in Nainital, he enrolled at the Prince 
of Wales Royal Military College in Dehradun before joining the Royal Military College 
at Sandhurst. On February 22, 1942, Somnath Sharma was formally commissioned 
into the 8th Battalion, 19th Hyderabad Regiment (later 4th Battalion, Kumaon 
Regiment) of the Indian Army (then British Indian Army). 


During his early career, he served under Colonel K S Thimmayya (the only Indian to 
command an Infantry brigade in battle during the World War II and Chief of the Army 
Staff, 1957-1961) during the Arakan Operations in Burma. For meritorious action in 
the face of the enemy, Somnath Sharma was awarded a 'Mention-in-Despatches'. 


Somnath Sharma was serving as a Major in the Delta Company of 4th Kumaon 
regiment when the Pakistani invasion of Jammu and Kashmir began on October 22, 
1947. By the next morning, the first troops and equipment had begun being airlifted 
from Delhi's Palam airport to Srinagar. Major Sharma's company too was airlifted to 
Srinagar on October 31, 1947.Amar Nath Sharma, was a Major General in the Indian 
Army who later became the first director general of India's Armed Medical Services. 
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Indian troops landing at the Srinagar airport on October 27, 1947. 


PHOTO SOURCE :Atthat time, Major Sharma's right hand was ina plaster cast due to 
a fracture he had suffered while playing hockey. Though he was advised rest due to his 
injury, the major insisted on being with his company in the battlefield and was given 
permission to command his unit. Their mission was simple — hold the valley of 
Kashmir, repel all invaders, defend the newly independent state of India. 

Two days later on November 3, the enemy had reached Badgam, a small town just a 
few miles away from the Srinagar airfield. On learning this, Brigadier L.P. Bogey' Sen, 
commander of the 161 Infantry Brigade in Srinagar, immediately dispatched Major 
Sharma and his company to Badgam. 

Major Somnath Sharma reached Badgam at first light on November 3 and ensured 
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that his troops took up a fighting position immediately. Enemy movement had been 
seen near the Badgam village but Major Sharma surmised that the movement in 
Badgam village was meant to divert attention while the real attack would come from 
the west. He was right. 


It was 2:30 PM in the afternoon when a 500-strong force of tribal lashkars (raiders ), 
supported by powerful mortars, attacked the 50 Indian jawans of Major Sharma's 
company. Surrounded by the enemy from three sides, 4 Kumaon began sustaining 
heavy casualties from the ensuing mortar bombardment. Outnumbered by 7 to 1, 
Sharma immediately sent a request to Brigadier 'Bogey' Sen for reinforcements. 

Major Somnath Sharma knew the importance of holding onto his position. The 
Srinagar airfield was the only lifeline the Army had between the Kashmir Valley and the 


rest of India — had the enemy seized the airfield, they would have been able to block 
the induction of Indian troops into the Valley by air. 2 


Realising the gravity of the Situation, he ran from post to post, often exposing himself 
oda 


nger as he urged his company to fight bravely. Two forward platoons had already 
fallen but Major Sharma ensured tha iti 
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The enemy are only 50 yards from us. We are heavily outnumbered. We are under 
devastating fire. | shall not withdraw an inch but will fight to the last man and the last 
round,’ 

Soon after, Major Somnath Sharma was martyred in a mortar shell explosion, fighting 
till his last breath to stem the tide of the enemy advance. However, his sacrifice did not 
go in vain. Inspired by their leader's gallantry and tenacity, the soldiers continued to 
fight the enemy for six hours after Major Sharma had been killed. 


Pa 


Major Somnath Sharma (centre) 
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NAIB SUBEDAR CHUNI LAL 
THE HIGHEST DECORATED SOLIDER OF J&K 


Birth Name k Chuni Lal 
Born 5 6 March 1968 
Bhaderwah, Jammu and Kashmir, India 
Died : 24 June, 2007 (aged 39 Kupwara District, 
Jammu and Kashmir, India 
Service/Branch : isl Indian Army 
Years of Service : 1984-2007 
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â Naib Subedar 


Rank 

Service Number - : = JC-593527 

Unit ; 8 JAKLI 

Battles/Wars : Siachen Conflict 
Operation Meghdoot 
Operation Rajiv 
Kargil War 
Operation Vijay 
Kashmir Insurgency 

Awards . Eam Ashok Chakra 


æE VirChakra 
mmm SenaMedal 


N aib Subedar Chuni Lal AC VrC SM, was an Indian Army soldier of 8th battalion 
The Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry (8 JAK LI). He was born in Bhaderwah, 
and lived in Bhaar village in Doda district of Jammu. Decorated with Vir Chakra and 
Sena Medal (Gallantry), JC-593527, Lal was killed on 24 June 2007 ina militant flush- 
out operation in Kashmir's Kupwara sector. These militants, all of whom were also shot 
dead, were trying to cross the Line of Control (LoC) and enter Indian territory. The 
success of this militant flush-out operation, which claimed his life, earned him the 
highest peacetime military decoration awarded for valor, courageous action or self- 
sacrifice away from the battlefield, the Ashok Chakra. 
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in 1984, Lal joined the 8th Battalion, The Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry Regiment. 
In 1987, he volunteered and participated in an operation to capture the Bana Post, 
located at 21,153 feet in the Siachen Glacier, for which he was awarded the Sena 
Medal (Gallantry). During June 1987, the 8th JAK LI, was deployed in the Siachen 
area. It was then found that a large number of Pakistani infiltrators had intruded over 
the Siachen Glacier. The ejection of these infiltrators was difficult but necessary and a 
special task force was constituted for this purpose. Chuni Lal and other soldiers of the 
unit such as Naib Subedar (later Sub Maj and Hony Capt) Bana Singh volunteered to 
join this force. The Pakistani intrusion had taken place at a height of 6500 metres at the 
highest peak in the Siachen Glacier area. From this feature the Pakistanis could snipe 
at Indian army positions since the height gave them a clear view of the entire Saltoro 
range and Siachen glacier. The Pakistanis called this post ‘Quaid post’ after their 
founder Quaid-e-azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah. The enemy post was a glacier fortress 
with ice walls, 457 metres high, on either side. On 26 June 1987, Naib Subedar Bana 
Singh led Chuni Lal and other men through an extremely difficult and hazardous route. 
These men crawled and closed in on the adversary and cleared the post of all 
intruders. This operation was named as Operation Rajiv and Nb Sub Bana Singh was 
awarded Param Vir Chakra for courage and bravery. 


In 1999, in the Poonch sector of Jammu and Kashmir during Operation Rakshak, he 
fought an attempted intrusion by the Pakistan Army and was instrumental in killing 12 
meses and saved the post from enemy capture. He was awarded the Vir Chakra, for 
gallantry. 
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He also did two tenures with the United Nations Peace Keeping Force in Somalia and 
Sudan. Display of exemplary courage by his team in Sudan won his unit a UN citation 
for valour. 

On 24 June 2007, Lal was in charge of a post in Kupwara, Jammu and Kashmir. The 
post was at height of 14,000 feet where visibility on that cloudy night was just 5 metres 
and temperature was minus 5 degrees. Around 3:30am, he detected some movement 
across the fence on the Line of Control and decided to check it. He deployed his 
soldiers at the LoC. An exchange of fire followed, which continued for almost an hour. 
Nb Sub Chuni Lal and his soldiers surrounded the whole area and searched for their 
assailants till dawn. Finally as Nb Sub Chunni Lal and his team were approaching to 
search a sketchy bushy patch, they were suddenly fired upon. The men continued to 
close‘on to the area where their attackers were hiding and killed two of them on the 
spot. In the gunfire, two army soldiers were seriously wounded and lay close to where 
their attackers hid. With disregard to his personal safety, Chuni Lal crawled towards 
the wounded men and pulled them to safety thus saving their lives. Anticipating more 
hidden attackers, he continued to search the area. His anticipation proved right and he 
saw a third attacker trying to escape. Nb Sub Chuni Lal charged at him with his 
weapon and killed him. Unfortunately, an exchange fire from the attacker split opened 
Nb Sub Chunni Lal's abdomen and he began to lose lot of blood. He took cover behind 
a rock, continued to fire and did not allow the other attackers to break the cordon. 
Under his leadership the two remaining attackers were also killed. 

Chuni Lal had lost a large volume of blood and died by the time a helicopter could airlift 
him to nearest Army Hospital. For his actions in battle, Nb Sub Chuni Lal was 
posthumously awarded the Ashok Chakra on 15 August 2007 for saving the lives of his 
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fellow men, displaying most conspicuous bravery, demonstrating battle field 
leadership and laying down his life to protect the country. 


Nb Sub Chuni Lal is survived by his wife, Mrs Chinta Devi, and three children - son and 


two daughters. His wife, Mrs Chinta Devi received his Ashok Chakra medal from the 
President of India at the Republic Day Paradeof 26 January 2008. 
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Sena Medal Wound Medal Special Service Siachen Glacier 
Medal Medal 


Sainya Seva High Altitude Videsh Seva 


50th Anniversary of 


Medal Medal Medal Independence 
Medal 
20 Years Long 9 Years Long United Nations United Nations 
Service Medal Service Medal Medal - Somalia Medal - Congo 
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‘ BALRAJ MADHOK 
25 February 1920 — 2 May 2016 


Wz an Indian political activist and politician from Jammu. Originally an activist of 
the nationalist organisation Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), he later 
worked as a politician in the Bharatiya Jan Sangh (BJS). Madhok was instrumental in 
launching the RSS in the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir and later the political 
party Jammu Praja Parishad for representing the interests of Jammu Hindus. He 
eventually rose to become the president of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh and led its 
successful contest in the general election of 1967. He resigned from the party 
afterwards due to political differences with Atal Bihari Vajpayee and L. K. Advani. 
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EARLY LIFE 


Madhok came from a Jammu-based Khatri family with Arya Samaj leanings. His father 
Jagannath Madhok was from Jallen in the Gujranwala district of West Punjab, and 
worked as an official in the Government of Jammu and Kashmir in the Ladakh division. 
Balraj Madhok was born in Skardu, Baltistan and spent early childhood at Jallen. He 
studied in Srinagar, the Prince of Wales College in Jammu and the Dayanand Anglo- 


Vedic College (DAV College) in Lahore, graduating with B. A. Honours in History in 
1940. 


PERSONAL LIFE 


He married Kamla, who was a professor at the Delhi University. He had two daughters. 


He died at the age of 96 on 2 May 2016. He was unwell for some time and had been 
admitted to the All India Institute of Medical Sciences in New Delhi for a month. His 
death was condoled by many including the Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi and 
several others including Lal Krishna Advani. Prime Minister Modi visited Madhok's 
residence to pay his last respects. 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR 


While studying in Jammu, Madhok joined the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
in 1938, which he found to be close to the Arya Samaj way of thinking. He became a 
pracharak (full-time worker) for the RSS in 1942 and was appointed as a worker for 
Jammu. He is said to have worked in this position for about eight months building up 
the RSS network. He then moved to Srinagar in 1944 as alecturer in history at the DAV 
College and continued to work as an RSS organiser. He established the RSS network 
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in the Kashmir Valley. When the Hindu refugees started arriving in Srinagar after the 
Partition, they also joined the RSS branches. Mehr Chand Mahajan, the Prime 
Minister of Kashmir from 15 October 1947, was the Chairman of the managing society 
of the DAV College. 

After the state joined India and Sheikh Abdullah was appointed as the Head of 
Emergency Administration in the Kashmir Valley, Madhok moved back to Jammu. He 
worked to form the Praja Parishad party, founded in November 1947, in collaboration 
with Hari Wazir. Prem Nath Dogra also joined later. The party demanded the complete 
unification of Jammu and Kashmir with India, in opposition to the loose autonomy 
negotiated between Abdullah and Nehru (later embodied in the Article 370). Madhok 
was extended from Jammu and Kashmir by Sheikh Abdullah as a result of his political 
stance. 

Madhok moved to Delhi in 1948 and started teaching at the Panjab University College, 
which was established for the education of refugees from West Punjab. Later, he was 
alecturer of history at the DAV College in Delhi affiliated to the Delhi University. 


In 1951, Madhok launched the student union of the Sangh Parivar, viz., the Akhil 
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad. 


BHARATIYA JANA SANGH 
In 1951, Madhok joined Shyama Prasad Mookerjee in the formation of what later 
become the political party of the Sangh Parivar, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh. The 
Bengal branch of the Jana Sangh was established by Mookerjee on 23 April 1951 and 
the Panjab and Delhi branch was established by Madhok a month later, on 27 May 
4951. Madhok served as the secretary ofthe Panjab branch and later, a member of the 
TSS a aaa <i A 
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Working Committee of the national organisation.[ He was part of the RSS-dominated 
Working Committee of the Jana Sangh in 1954, which ensured the ouster of the 
traditional politician wing led by the President M. C. Sharma. The Delhi branch of the 
party was dissolved and then reconstituted with RSS pracharaks at the helm. Madhok 


continued to be active in the Delhi branch of Jana Sangh, and won the Lok Sabha seat 
for Delhi in 1961. 


In 1966-67, Madhok rose to become the President of the Jana Sangh.[9] He led the 
party in the general election of 1967, when the party won 35 seats in the Lok Sabha, its 
highest tally. Madhok tried to create a coalition of rightist forces along with the 
Swatantra Party. He saw the split in the Congress party in 1969 as an opportunity to 
expand the roje of Jana Sangh. However, the strategy was opposed by A. B. Vajpayee, 
who represented the hardline RSS faction inside the party. Madhok denounced what 
he called the party's ‘leftist’ leanings and the influence of the RSS on its functioning. 


His stand led to his marginalisation in the party. In 1973, L. K: Advani, who became the 
president, expelled Madhok from the party for three years 


Madhok was arrested during the Emergency and was imprisoned for 18 months, 
(1975-1977). He joined the Janata Party, into which Jana Sangh merged, but 
resigned in 1979 and tried to revive Jana Sangh under the name Akhil Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh. However, the party was not successful. 


In an interview with the Hindustan Times in 2010 on the occasion of his 90th birthday, 


he claimed that his then opponent Indira Gandhi had offered him the post of a central 
Minister in 1980 on her return to power. 


LATER CAREER 


Right from his expulsion in 1973, Madhok remained a pungent critic of Bharatiya 

Janata Party leaders Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Lal Krishna Advani and their policies. 

During his last years, he resided in the New Rajinder Nagar area of New Delhi. The 

road where his house is located stands named as Jagannath Madhok Lane. 

WORKS 

Madhok has authored over thirty books. Agood number of them were on the Kashmir 

conflict: 

= Kashmir Problem: A Story of Bungling (Bharti Sahitya Sadan, 1952) 

a Kashmir: Centre of NewAlignments (Deepak Prakashan, 1963) 

a Kashmir: The Storm Center of The World (A. Ghosh, Texas, 1992) 

= AStory of Bungling in Kashmir (Young Asia Publications, 1972) 

=` Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh: Problem & Solution (Reliance Publishing House, 

1987) 

= Kargil and Indo-Pak Relations 

SOME ON HINDU NATIONALISM: 

= Indian Nationalism (Bharati Sahitya Sadan, 1969) 

» Indianisation? What, Why and How (S. Chand, 1970) 

AND OTHERS ON GENERAL POLITICAL AFFAIRS: 

= Hindustan on the Cross Roads (Mehta Brothers, Lahore, 1946) 
Rn aac 
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Political Trends in India (S. Chand, 1959) 
Portrait of a Martyr: Biography of Shyama Prasad Mukerjee 


India's Foreign Policy & National Affairs (Bharatiya Sahitya Sadan, 1969) 
Murder of Democracy (S. Chand, 1973) 


Reflections of a Detenu (Newman Group, 1978) 


Stormy Decade: Indian Politics, 1970-1980 (Indian Book Gallery, 1980) 

Punjab problem, the Muslim connection (Hindu World Publications, 1985) 

HE ALSO WROTE IN HINDI: 

= Jeet Ya Haar (in Hindi) 

= Jindgi Ka Safar parts 1,2 and3 (in Hindi) 

Christophe Jaffrelot has included extracts from Indianisation? What, Why and How in 
his Hindu Nationalism -A Reader. 
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stepmother extended her arms to bestow the motherly love but she also passed away. 
EARLY LIFE 


As he was the only descendant his father Pandit Anant Ram, who was one of the 
courtiers of Maharaja Ranbir Singh of Dogra Dynasty was appointed as the custodian 
of Kashmir Property in Lahore, now in Pakistan. "Master Prem" spent his early life in 
Lahore residing in Raja Dyan Singh Mansion and studying in a nearby primary school 
and then in a Model School where he passed Matric in 1904. He was very good at 
studies as well as in sports. On annual sports day, the Lieutenant Governor of Punjab 
endorsed his capabilities and showered a lot of appreciation and awards for his talent 
in sports (athletic events and football), literature, languages, and mathematics. After 
schooling, he joined Forman Christian College in Lahore and remained there from 
1904 to 1908. 

GOVERNMENT SERVICE 


He passed the degree of Bachelor of Arts (BA) in 1908 and got training in the Revenue 
Department. His first posting was in Akhnoor in Jammu and Kashmir as Tehsildar in 
1909, in 1910 upgraded to Assistant Settlement Officer at Udhampur, and shortly in 
1912, he was bestowed with the power of "Munsif" and sent to Jammu. Soon he was 
elevated to Secretary of Governor of Kashmir and posted as "Wazire Wazart" (Deputy 
Commissioner) at Mirpur. In1914 he was chosen as Lent Officer (personal Secretary) 
of then Yuvraj Hari Singh who was destined to become the ruler of the state as a 
successor of Maharaja Pratap Singh for 12 years. During this period, he acquainted 
himself with the prince's nature, his likings, dislikings, knowledge, valour, and other 


virtue. Future Maharaja often spent some time in hunting in the nearby jungle where 


Pandit Ji used to accompany him and thus was able to read his highness thoroughly 
and at the same time, Pandit Prem Nath Dogra left an indelible impression of his high 
charactered personality on the Princess mind. Pandit Ji, per his name, was very kind 
and always ready to help others at any moment, place, and individual irrespective of 
any caste, creed. Yuvraj Hari Singh was not an autocratic loving individual but 
intended to respect democratic values. Bhaderwah and Kishtwar of Jammu province 
are beautiful places which are equated and called Mini Kashmir. Nature has lavished it 
with all alluring, fascinating, and marvelous resources, that can bewitch any nature- 
loving individual. The natives of this place fell prey to dreadful venereal diseases, bad 
habits, and moral degradation further superadded with famine erupted at that time. 
Pandit Ji impressed upon the Government to take these problems ona priority basis 
and at the administrative level on war footage. He visited these places on several 
occasions and managed to send medical, food, all other help to the grassroots levelas 
a result the Government and people were highly. impressed by the services rendered 
by him and furthermore Pandit Ji recommended a proposal for financial help and 
scholarship for the needful people which was gladly accepted by the Government. The 
reflection of this deed came later when the people of this area reciprocated to call by 
Pandit Ji in the "Praja Parishad” movement against anti-national activities of Sheik 
Mohammad Abdullah. After passing 12 years with Maharaja Hari Singh, he was 
appointed as Settlement Commissioner and then p 
termed as Deputy Commissioner) in Muzaffarabad. Those were the days of the Round 
Table Conference organized by the British Government with Indian political leadership 
for constitutional reforms in India in 4931, where Maharaja delivered a speech in 
favour of India's independence which was not liked by the British Government. A 
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conspiracy was hatched out to destabilize Maharaja's Government where Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah an educated youth and budding Muslim leader along with his 
companion were chosen as instrument to instigate Muslim majority population against 
Maharaja and Hindus which resulted in communal riots. Muslim crowd targeted Hindu 
minorities and Police fired upon the Muslim mob killing many persons however Pandit 
Ji controlled the situation very elegantly. Without any lathi and bullet, he saved the 
town of Muzaffarabad from violence and anarchy. The essence of this episode 
although praised by Sheik Mohammad Abdullah but disapproved by some courtiers of 
Maharaja who were at the helm. They hatched a plan to dislodge Pandit Ji and 
compelled him to retire from the services. Being an apostle of love and peace Pandit 
Prem Nath Dogra never showed any grudge and hatred against these people. The 
destiny had some other important social and service work that was to be done by great 
persons like Pandit Ji. 

SOCIAL WORK 


Pandit Prem Nath Dogra dedicated himself to the service of the downtrodden, poor, 
Dalit, and proletariat part of society. He endeavored for uplifting the poverty-stricken 
persons and infusing the moral values of humanity in the upper class and reminding 
them of their duties documented and well enshrined in Indian culture, towards the 
deprived group of the society. He was an instrument in establishing ‘Brahman Mukhya 
Mandal’ which is now called "Brahman Pritinidhi Sabha". His doctrine was for 
Brahmans not to be contented with BHIKHYA or DAN from the society but do efforts, 
gain knowledge, and endeavor for the welfare of the society and state. He emphasized 
that Sanatan Dharm Sabha is meant to work for boosting social, religious, cultural and 
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educational aspects of Hindu society. He invited the scholars of "Hindu Darshan" from 
various parts of the country to enlighten the natives to excel in the proper and right 
direction. The great Hindu festivals were celebrated by the initiative of the 
Governmentand the general public used to enjoy them as spectators. He inculcated in 
the public mind that it was not always that they would get the support of the 
Government. With his efforts and inspiration, the social festivals became more 
attractive and meaningful when every person, family, and the group took an active 
part. He gave a thought that the temple should not only bea worship place but should 
have teaching facilities, library, playground and Vyayamshala. 


First RSS 'Shakha' was opened in 4940 by youth from Sialkot in Dewan Mandir by 
Keshav Kapoor. Hundreds and thousands of person school-going children, college 
students, teenagers’ shopkeepers, middle aged joined the organization which 
imparted the sense and consciousness of patriotism and duties towards the country 
and society. In a short time, it spread in all parts of Jammu province and partly in 
Kashmir. Pandit Ji also joined RSS and took the charge as Sangchalak (Chief) and 
during this time India was divided on the altar of bloodshed and massacre. A lot of 
refugees from Pakistan migrated to India including Jammu and Kashmir. Relief 
committees naming "State Relief committee” and "Punjab Relief committee" were 
established, to help the hapless people day and night on one side and tackling and 


fighting the miscreants on the other side. 


PRAJA PARISHAD 
National Conference was a major mass-based political party with social ramifications 
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in Kashmir province and started to send its tentacles in Jammu province, although 
some persons defected to form Muslim Conference in the Jammu division where 
Jammu was devoid of the political outfit of its people. The first semi-political party 
emerged naming "Hindu Sikh Nojwan Sabha" for cow protection movement but closed 
due to some reasons, then came "Hindu Rajya Sabha" but vanished. Jammu Hindus 
were desperate for a political party that could watch Jammu as well as Hindu 
community interests. Praja Parishad was a political party mainly active in Jammu 
province. It was founded in November 1947 by the Rashtriya Sawyam Sevak Sangh 
(RSS) activist Professor Balraj Madhok after several political discussions with Pandit 
Prem Nath Dogra after which Praja Parishad served as the main opposition party in 
the state. It maintained close ties with Bhartiya Jana Sangh during its lifetime and 
merged with the latter in 1963. Its main activity was to campaign for the total 
integration of Jammu and Kashmir with India and oppose the special status granted to 
the state under Article 370. On the other hand, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and 
National Conference wanted a country within the country. In a later period, sheik 
conspired to drift away from Indian dominion itself. Under the leadership of Pandit 
Prem Nath Dogra in 1949, Praja Parishad started its agitation for one country, one flag, 
and one chief against the National Conference Government. The Sheikh Government 
took swift action and arrested 294 agitators including Pandit Ji, its president and 
Professor Balraj Madhok was sent outside the state. Tyranny and discrimination of the 
Sheikh didn't stop here, a larger area with a bigger population of Jammu was allotted 
30, and Kashmir was blessed with 40 assembly seats for 1951 elections. Praja 
Parishad initially contested 28 out of 30 seats. Ironically 13 candidates were rejected 
and Praja Parishad boycotted the election leading to the shift of all 70 seat to National 
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Conference. Pandit Ji became the source of inspiration for all youths of Jammu 
province. On 15 January 4952, students staged a demonstration against the hoisting 
of the state flag alongside the Indian Union flag due to which they were penalized and 
giving rise to a big procession on 8 February. The military was called out and a 72-hour 
curfew was imposed. Pandit Ji was arrested and brought to Srinagar jail. N. 
Gopalaswami Ayyangar, the Indian Cabinet Minister in charge of Kashmir affairs, 
came down to broker peace, which was resented by Sheikh Abdullah. In 1952 
November the party undertook a disobedience campaign against the Government 
charging it for spreading communalism, favoritism for Kashmiris and Muslims, and 
sacrificing the interests of minorities and other communities. The agitation was well 
supported by Jana Sangh which sacrificed its President Shyama Prasad Mukherjee 
on 23rd June 1953. Further Sheikh was arrested by the Govt of India in August on 
grounds of anti-national activities. After the end of the agitation, Pandit Ji remained 
busy in strengthening the party and dedicated himself on the lines of his previous 
principles. He remained MLA and later became president of Bhartiya Jana Sangh. On 
21 March 1972, he breathed his last after from cancer and before his death, he made a 


public trust and dedicated all his property to the noble cause. 
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SH. DAYA KRISHAN KOTWAL (SHER-E-DODA) 
29.04.1927 — 09.04.2013 


h. Daya Krishan Kotwal Ji was born on 29” of April 1927 at village Udrana of Tehsil 

Bhaderwah District Doda in Jammu region of J&K. He did his matriculation from 
Shri Amar Singh High School Bhaderwah in 1943 and thereafter he went to Delhi 
where his father Late Sh. Hari Lal Kotwal was working. At Delhi, he joined Rashtriya 
Swam Sevak Sangh (RSS) and was first to start RSS's Shakha at Shahdara Delhi. He 
attended his first RSS Camp at Mathura U.P. 
He came back to his native place Bhaderwah in 1946 and started RSS Shakha at his 
village Udrana (Bhaderwah) with like mined youth and thereafter within short span of 
period, extended the network of Shakhas across length and breadth of erstwhile Doda 
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District. During this period, he urged the people to maintain age old traditions of 
communal harmony at any cost and to shun the habits of smoking and drinking and 
was instrumental in bringing about reformations in society in matters of customs and 
caste. 

He was one of the founding members of Praia Parishad in J&K State who staunchly 
advocated and advanced the ideology of Late Sh. Shyma Prasad Mukherjee and Pt. 
Prem Nath Dogra -EK VIDHAN- EK-NISHAN-EK PARDHAN. 

In Bhaderwah (Doda region), he alongwith his associates successfully led the 
agitation of 1952-53 for complete integration of Jammu and Kashmir with India. During 
this period he remained underground and organised demonstration against the than 
Govt of Sheikh Abdullah in the State. His Village Udrana (Bhaderwah) became the hub 
of nationalist youth, young and old men and women and even school going children 
who were ever ready to make any sacrifice. Such was his personality among 
administration that the then Govt ordered his capture dead or alive. The most chanted 


slogan of that agitation was “Galo Sare Nizam Ko Ek Dhaka Aur Do, Girti Abdullah 


Sarkar Ko Ek Dhaka Aur Do”. During the period of agitation of 1952/53, J&K forces 


(Militia) in order to capture Kotwal Daya Krishan Ji dead or alive encircled the village 
of Udrana (Bhaderwah) nerve centre of agitation in the dead of night but faced stiff 
resistance from Cadre/locals who were defending the village since long expecting the 
crackdown. Untold atrocities were committed an unarmed men, women, young and 
old and even children were not spared. When J&K Militia reached the House of Kotwal 
Ji, he jumped from 1“ floor brandishing his weapon and fired few shots in the air and 
jumped into Neeru Nallah (River) which was in spate. J&K Militia fired Volley of bullets 
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but luckily none hit the Kotwal Ji. In the wee hours of morning, he was found by the side 
of bank of Neeru Nallah (River) by his associates who took him to his house and for 
days he was treated for the wounds he suffered during the escape. One noble Govt. 
Doctor, Sh. Shiv Saran Gupta used to treat him during this period. After the arrest of 
Sheikh Mohd Abdullah, G. M Bakshi through his local leaders offered him the post of 
Excise and Taxation Officer little knowing his loyalty and integrity to the cause and 
nation. 

During Emergency Days (1975) he remained underground and successfully moulded 
public opinion against Emergency. He Courted arrest only when instructed by the 
Party High Command. In the year 1984, the then State Govt. headed by G. M Shah 
detained him under Public Safety Act (PSA). The Then Govt. offered him release on 
Parole but he declined the offer. He was kept at Srinagar Central Jail. PSA was 
quashed by the Advisory Board as it found nothing wrong in raising slogan “Bharat 
Mata Ki Jai”. 

On the onset of terrorism in J&K State, Kotwal Ji worked tirelessly day & night in 
erstwhile District Doda to maintain the age old traditions of communal harmony and 
strengthened the nationalist forces. It was due to his tireless efforts along with his 
associates that no migration of Minority Hindus took place in the district Doda at the 
peak of Militancy. He started Save Doda agitation against PAK sponsored militancy in 
J&K State. 

He was instrumental in formation of village Defence Committees (VDCs) which 
successfully thwarted the evil designs of anti nationals and terrorists in districts Doda 
regarding migration of minorities from the District. 
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Sh. D. K. Kotwal Ji was elected to State Legislative Council in 1996 and was first BJP 
leader to be elected to this house. He remained President of Pradesh BJP of J&K 
State w.e.f 1997 to 2002. He resigned from the presidentship owning moral 
responsibility for the debacle of BUP Party in election of 2002. Even though he was 
asked to continue as president by the then National President of BJP, but he did not 
agree to take back his resignation such were his morals. 

He remained active in public life till his last breath. He breathed his last on 9” of April- 
2013 in AIIMS New Delhi. His death was widely mourned by all the leaders irrespective 
of Party affiliation. He was close associate of late Sh. Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ji Former 
P.M., Sh. L.K. Advani Ji, Present Prime Minister Sh. Narendra Modi Ji and Late Sh. 
Kedar Nath Sawhney Ji. Sh. L. K. Advani Ji described his death as an “irreparable” 
mu. Digitized by eGangotri 


loss for the party workers and people of Jammu and Kashmir. He worked for the 
country's unity and played an important role in strengthening the BJP especially in 
North India. “His life upheld the values of honesty “& probity” said Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
the then Union Health Minister and now Rajya Sabha M.P. 
His selfless and tireless efforts bore fruit when 4 out of 5 assembly seats in erstwhile 
Districts Doda were bagged by BJP astonishing the Political Pandits who thought that 
BJP can never win in erstwhile District Doda. Regarding him it can aptly be said:- 
“Hazaro Saal Nargis Apni Be Nuri Pe Roti Hai, Badi Mushkal Se Hota Hai 
Chaman Mein Deedavar Paida”. 
Chander Shekhar Kotwal 
(Senior BJP Leader) 
S/o Late Sh. Daya Krishan Kotwal 
Bhaderwah-Doda 
9622054577 
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THAKUR BALDEV SINGH 
4918 - 25" August 2008 


hakur Baldev Singh nursed strong views on different issues and never remained 

reticent for reflecting his feelings about the burning problems of the times he lived 
in. He was mild mannered, honest in approach and reasonably well educated with 
L.L.B. Degree from the Punjab University, Lahore in his kitty. Throughout his political 
career, he remained involved in ameliorating the morbid conditions of the unprivileged 
classes of the society and particularly of his native place Hiranagar-Jammu. He 
belonged to that group of selfless politicians who had vision, intelligence and the urge 
to transform the socio-economic and political scenario prevalentat that time. 
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Thakur Baldev Singh Jasrotia was born at Poona, Maharashtra in 1918 where his 
father Subedar Major Narain Singh Jasrotia was posted in the army. Baldev Singh 
grew up in an atmosphere with patriotic and nationalistic feelings that prevailed in the 
country at that time. 


Thakur Baldev Singh joined Praja Parishad and remained its active members to raise 

awareness about the Sheikh Abdullah's misdemeanour when he was appointed the 

stoep Administrator of Jammu and Kashmir State by Maharaja Hari Singh on 5 
arch, : 
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onerous responsibility to educate the people about the developments that had vitiated 
the atmosphere. Pt. Prem Nath Dogra was the undisputable leader of this agitation 
with along record of selfless service to the people. 

Thakur Baldev Singh should be honoured and saluted for having the stamina and 
courage to defy for the abrogation of Article 370 and urged for the complete application 
of the Indian Constitution in the state. He along with Pt. Prem Nath Dogra and other 
senior leaders of Praja Parishad refused to accept the concept of two Prime stormy 
agitations in 1952 against the Sheikh Abdullah's regime and brought it into lime light at 
national level. 

Thakur Baldev Singh was arrested in 1949 andin 1952 for conducting the movement. 


Thakur Baldev Singh served as the President of the Rajput Sabha, Jammu and 
headed the Bharatiya Jana Sangh in 1967. He was elected to the 6” Lok Sabha from 
Jammu-Poonch Parliamentary Constituency in 1977 as an independent candidate. 
He was elected to Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly in 1980 and 1987 
respectively on BJP's ticket from his home town constituency, Hiranagar. Later on he 
was appointed the President of the BJP unit in Jammu and Kashmir and in addition he 
served as amember of the National Executive Council of the Party. 

Former BJP MP, Thakur Baldev Singh died on 25” August 2008 after a prolonged 
illness at the age of 90 and is survived by three sons and three daughters. 

If any politician who comes closer to personify India’s patriotism, itwas Thakur Baldev 
Singh whose refrain of national security was his forte. For his long durability in state's 
politics was due to his easy accessibility with masses and his close touch with his well 
wishers. 
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SH. VAID VISHNU DUTT JI 
1" November, 1927 - 27” November, 2001 


e was born on 1" November, 1927 and did his matriculation in 1942 from 
Government High School, Udhampur, there after he Joined RSS. 


He was popularly known as VaidJi among the masses because of his profession 
i.e. Ayurvedic Doctor. ; 


He suffered Jailin 1952-53 agitation. 


Acted as a active volunteer to help in the rehabilitation of refuges from POJK / 
Punjab. 


Won the municipal committee election in the year1956 and became councillor of 


Fought the Jammu Municipality Elections second time in 1972 and won the 
elections & was elected as Chairman of JMC. 

In 1975 during the emergency period, he led successfully the underground 
movement to oppose the oppressive and inhuman policies of the Government. 
Later courted arrest suffered. 

In 1989, he was inducted into the BJP as central working committee member. 

With the advent of militancy in Kashmir, he was appointed as Chairman J&K 
Sahitya Simiti and was instrumental in providing relief in cash and kind to the 
ousted Kashmiri Hindus to the tune of 6 to 7 crores in the early 1990's. 

In 1995, he became the President of BJP J&K State and continued as President till 
1997. 

He fought the election to the Lok Sabha in 1996 but lost to the congress candidate. 
Again in1996, he fought the Assembly election from Jammu East constituency and 
won the election by thumping majority. 

In 1998, he fought the election of Lok Sabha from Jammu-Poonch constituency on 
BJP ticket won the elections by the margin of 1,27,000 votes. 

In 1999, when the Vajpayee Govt. fell by one vote, he was again nominated by the 
BJP to fight the election from Jammu-Poonch constituency and won the election by 
the margin of 1,42,000 votes. 

He passed away on 27" November, 2001 after brief illness in his second tenure as 
Member of Parliament. 
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RISHI KUMAR KOUSHAL 
Bron September 5, 1926 


Rist Kumar Koushal was born on September 5, 1926 in Reasi town of Reasi 
district. His father Master Ramdass Lakhanpal was a social activist and worked 
for the welfare of his people with support from Koushal's mother Uma Devi. Rishi 
Kumar Koushal's grandmother Rajhan Devi was also politically active before the 
independence. Politics and social work ran in the blood of Koushal and all other family 
members. ` 

Lefthome atthe age of 15 (i.e. 1941 )and joined RSS in Jammu. 


He was one of the towering personalities of Jammu and who fought for the cause of his 
people throughout his life. Before his political career, he served the RSS for about 8 
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years and held prestigious positions in the organization. 
He was closely associated with provincial and local Sanatan Dharam Sabha activities 
and was a staunch supporter of “Bhartiyata” preached by Swami Vivekananda and Dr. 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee. He was also imprisoned nine times for two anda half years 
in connection with Praja Parishad and Jan Sangh's political activism in the State. 
Sheikh Abdullah never liked this personally and decided to take revenge by declaring 
Reasi (earlier the largest district of J&K) a Tehsil under Udhampur district. Koushal 
and the people of Reasi relented and eventually started a 91 days agitation on the 
ground against the government. He also pledged that he won't cut his hair and beard 
until Reasi's district status is restored. 

Another interesting fact which only a few know is that Koushal had pledged to himself 
and his wife that he will sleep on the ground till the time J&K's Prime Minister position 
was not changed back to Chief Minister. 

They all opposed article 370, by stating that a single country cannot have two 
constitutions, two prime ministers, two flags and national emblems. 

Late Rishi Kumar Koushal was first time elected to the Legislative Assembly in the 
year 1962 and re-elected consecutively as such in 1972 and 1977 from Reasi 
Constituency as a BJS Candidate. He was the first one to win a legislative assembly 
election from Reasi. The veteran leader had a distinguished political career and was 
known as the true leader of the masses. He not only worked for his Constituency but 
was known for extending his helping hand besides using his good offices for the 
redressal of grievances faced by the common man. He always adopted the human 
approach rather than political considerations while working for the people. He also 
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worked in rehabilitating and providing relief to the up-rooted. people of Rajouri and 
Reasi Tehsils. 


The services rendered by the late leader for the cause of his Constituency in particular 
and State, in general, will always be remembered by the generation to come. 


While abrogation of article 370 was his dream-like many other senior leaders. 


Sd/ 
Raman Koushal (Son) 
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PROF. SH. CHAMAN LAL GUPTA 
1934 - 2021 


Ber on 13” April 1934 in a village Kaleeth Tehsil Akhnoor Distt. Jammu in a well to 
do family. He had his formal education in Jammu and Allahabad. Having 
‘completed his post graduation in Physics from the university of Allahabad in 1958, he 
spent four years in Gujarat as Pracharak of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. In 1962, 
he was appointed Lecturer in Gandhi Memorial College Jammu. Due to his Political 
inclination and commitments, he was transferred frequently-first to sopor college in 
1969 and then to Degree college, Udhampur in 1971 where he resigned from the post 
of Professor to join active politics in 1972. 

He was elected the same year to the Legislative Assembly, J&K. Between 1973 to 
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1980, he remained General Secretary of the Pradesh unit of the Bhartiya Jan Sangh 
in J&K. He was also State General Secretary of BJP during 1980 to 1989. In 1987, he 
was elected to the Legislative Assembly for the second time. Prof. Gupta also 
remained State President of BJP for two terms between 1990-95. In 1975,during the 
days of Emergency, he remained underground and after his arrest he was imprisoned 
along with other Leaders of Jan Sangh. 


Prof. Gupta played a significant role in the rehabilitation of refugees. In Kashmir as a 
consequence of terrorist activities thousands of families migrated from Kashmir 
Valley. Similarly in the terrorist hit Doda District Prof. Gupta took an active role in 
providing relief to the militancy hit victims. Prof. Gupta, at this juncture, launched 
“Doda Bachao Andolan” to counter the evil designs of terrorists. Over 50000 
Satyagrahis and several National Leaders actively participated in this “Andolan”, after 


which Distt.Doda was handed over to Army and about two thousand Village Defence 
Committees were framed to fight the terrorists. 


Prof. Gupta was widely travelled person. He was interested in reading and writing. 


Married to smt.Rekha Gupta on 6” May 1961,Prof. Gupta survived with two sons- Anil 
and Vikas and a daughter-Meenakshi. 


He was elected as Lok Sabha member thrice from Udhampur Constituency and also 
remained Minister of State in the NDA Govt. led by Shri Atal Behari VajPayee and held 


different portfolios including the MOS Defence. Prof. Gupta was also elected to the 
State Assembly thrice from Jammu City. 


He retired from politics due to health and breathed his last 18th May 2021 after 
prolonged illness. 
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SH. BHAGWAT SWAROOP 
22 May 1925 - 29 October 2018 


Hes from Rahon in Punjab, Shri Bhagwat Sawrop came to Jammu after his 
graduation as a RSS Parchark in mid forties and served in various capacities, 
masay the organising Secretary in the Praja Parishad/Bharatiya Jana sangh and then 
P. 

His dedicated services were the longest for over 60 years and that too without any 
Political ambition of getting-elected to any Constitutional or Govt. body. For this self- 
less service Bhagwat enjoyed great respect amongst the activists. 

Bhagwat's services in Praja Parishad /Bharatiya Jana Sangh/Bharatiya Janta Party 
can be observed unmatched as a humble worker with great dedication starting from 
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early forties till the early years of the new century. He was a person who always tried to 
keep the activist united when ever and where ever there were fissures. He had played 
great role in building the organisation of the nationalists and was arrested in 1952-53 
ina police raid at a hide out and was put under interrogation for months. 


Such personality do not come here in real life nither know on can didication 
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SHRI TIKA LAL TAPLOO 
4930-13 September 1989 


| t was broad daylight when sky came under the dark clouds with the assassination of 
Pt. Tika Lal Taploo who was voice of Kashmiri Pandits in the valley of Kashmir. The 
tember 1989 with the brutal bullets of gun fired 


terrorists silenced this voice on 13 Sep 
by terrorists signaling Kashmiri Pandits to remain calm or face the same 


consequences. This was considered the start of terrorism in Kashmir. 

This noble soul was born iun 1930. He did his Matriculation in 1945 from Punjab 
University and M.A LLB from Aligarh Muslim University. Pt. Tika Lal Taploo joined 
Kashmir Bar in 1957 and was taking leading role in promotion of Justice. He was 
enrolled as an Advocate of High Court on April 1971. He was a RSS activist and was 
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arrested so many times while fighting the cause of the people in Kashmir. He was not 


charging anything to his poor clients and was pleading their case in court irrespective 
of religion. 


In 1975 when internal Emergency had gripped the whole nation, on the call of Lok 
Sangagh Samiti formed by various national parties under the leadership of Lok Nayak 
Jaya Prakash Narayan. 


Tika Lal Taploo courted arrest at his 
friends. 

Pt. Tika Lal Taploo was a 
Bhartiya Janta Party. 
politician. 


toric Lal Chowk in Srinagar with some of his 


politican and rose to high office of Vice-President of Pradesh 
He was a fearless, transparent, honest and aan upright 
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Justice Mehr Chand Mahajan 
23 December 1889 - 5 April 1967 


(1889-1967) was the third Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of India. Prior to that he 
was the Prime Minister of the state of Jammu and Kashmir during the reign of 
Maharaja Hari Singh and played a key role in the accession of the state to India. He 
was the Indian National Congress nominee on the Radcliffe Commission that defined 
the boundaries of India and Pakistan. 

Justice Mahajan made his name as an accomplished lawyer, a respected judge, and 
an influential politician. As a judge he was incisive and forthright and had many leading 


judgements to his credit. 
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EARLY LIFE[EDIT] 


Mehr Chand Mahajan was born on 23 December 1889 at Tika Nagrota in the Kangra 
district of Punjab, British India (now In Himachal Pradesh). His father, Lala Brij Lal, was 
an advocate, who later established a reputed legal practice at Dharmsala. 

After completing middle school, Mahajan went to study in the Government College, 
Lahore, graduating in 1910. He enrolled in M.Sc. Chemistry, but switched to law 
following persuasion from his father. He earned an LL.B. degree in 1912. 


CAREER AS ALAWYER[EDIT] 


Mahajan started his career as a lawyer in 1913 in Dharamsala, where he spent a year 
practising. He spent the next four years (1914-1918) as a lawyer in Gurdaspur. He 
then practiced law in Lahore from 1918 to 1943. During his time there, he served as 
president of the High Court Bar Association of Lahore (1938 to 1943) 


JUSTICE OF PUNJAB HIGH COURT[EDIT] 


He became a Justice in the pre-independence Punjab High Court. While he was 
serving there, the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir called him to -become his Prime 
Minister for the negotiations regarding merger with India. 


PRIME MINISTER OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR[EDIT] 


Mahajan visited Kashmir on invitation of the Maharani in September 1947 and was 
asked to be the Prime Minister of Jammu and Kashmir which he accepted. On 15 
October 1947, Mahajan was appointed the Prime Minister of Jammu & Kashmir and 
played a role in the accession of the state to India. Jammu & Kashmir acceded to India 
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in October 1947 and Mahajan thus became the 1st Prime Minister of the Indian state of 
Jammu and Kashmir, serving in that post until 5 March 1948. 
CHIEF JUSTICE, SUPREME COURT OF INDIA[EDIT] 
Mahajan took office as the third Chief Justice of India on 4 January 1954. He was the 
head of India's judicial system for almost a year, until his retirement on 22 December 
1954 (mandatory retirement at age 65). Before becoming Chief Justice he served as 
one of the first Judges of the Supreme Court of independent India from 4 October 1948 
to 3 January 1954. 
OTHER POSITIONS OF NOTE[EDIT] 
= Director, Punjab National Bank, 1933-43 
= Pres. D.A.V. College, Managing Committee, 1938-43 
= Fellow and Syndic, Punjab University, 4940-47 
a Judge, Lahore High Court, 1943 
= All India Fruit Products Association Bombay Session, 1945 
= Member, R.|.N. Mutiny Commission, 1946 
= 1947 Dewan of Jammu and Kashmir State 1947-48 
« Judge, East Punjab High Court 
= Punjab Boundary Commission, 1947 
= Syndic, East Punjab University, 1947-50 
= Constitutional Adviser to His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner, 1948 
naji 
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« Hon. Degree of LL.D., Punjab University; 1948 
» Member, Fruit Development Board, Punjab 
Commission on Belgaum (dispute between Karnataka and Maharashtra), 1967. 


Mis ail) 
MAQBOOL SHERWANI 


very year, on its Infantry Day, the Indian Army commemorates saviour of Kashmir 
Mohd Maqbool Sherwani. It has also constructed a Memorial Hall in his name in 
Baramulla town. But that is all. None else observes a day for this saviour whom the 
tribals captured on November 7, 1947 and virtually crucified. 

Highlighting Maqbool's daring deed , his first cousin Ghulam Mohd Sherwani, General 
Secretary, District Congress Committee, Baramulla, says, "Way back in 1947, the 
young Mohd Maqbool Sherwani was just 19 but he single-handedly frustrated the 
f raiders (Kabailis) from Baramulla, thus giving valuable time 


advance of thousands 0 } J ) 
to the Indian Army to land in Srinagar and push back raiders. The raiders put him ona 
wooden cross, nailed him and fired upon 40-15 times. He remained like that for two to 
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three days. His body was brought down only when the Army reached the place.” 


Ghulam Mohd says that when the raiders were heading for Srinagar, Maqbool 
Sherwani misguided the infiltrators on to wrong routes and made them lose four 
precious days so that the Indian army could reach Srinagar for its defence. When 
Maqbool was captured by raiders, the Amir of raiders softly told Maqbool “You are a 
promising young man. We will forgive you if you yourself join us. As proof positive of 
your change of heart, you must tell us the secret position of the militia (state force) and 
Indian troops in Shalteng and also show us the shortest route to the Srinagar 
aerodrome". “No, that shall not be", was the firm reply of the saviour Sherwani. The 
Amir wrote "Sherwani is the traitor; his punishment is death" on a piece of paper in 
Urdu and pasted it on his forehead. The Amir ordered his his men, "Tie his ears and his 


arooping head and arms straight to the posts so that every passer-by can see him.. 
Wena 


On 8th of November, 1947, raiders were driven out of Baramulla. One of the first acts 
of the freed people was to reclaim the dead body of Sherwani and to bury it in the 
graveyard of Juma Masjid of the town with full military honours. 


Since his childhood Maqbool was a dedicated activist of Sheikh Mohd Abdullah. He 
was martyred before he could marry Zeba with whom he was engaged. When 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah visited Kashmir and spoke at Baramulla on his 'two-nation' 
theory Sherwani forced him to come down from the platform and this stopped his 
speech. Ever since the founding of the All Jammu and Kashmir National Conference in 
1939 by Sheikh Abdullah, Maqbool Sherwani had been a staunch supporter of the 
national cause of the forty lakhs of Kashmiris who demanded freedom from the Dogra 
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monarchy. “ But today the Sherwanis are being looked upon as “traitors and branded 
as “Indian agents.. The successive governments have ignored them ," says Ghulam 
Mohd. 

Amir ordered his men, "Tie his ears and his drooping head and arms straight to the 
posts so that every passer-by can see him.. Fire ..." . On 8th of November, 1947, 
raiders were driven out of Baramulla. One of the first acts of the freed people was to 
reclaim the dead body of Sherwani and to bury itin the graveyard of Juma Masjid of the 
town with full military honours.Memorial hall in in the name of Maqbool Sherwani 


was a self centered person who never 
cared for his loyalist workers after getting power . That tradition still continues in the 
National Conference. “When my brother was assassinated, Maqbool's father Mohd 
Abdullah Sherwani met Sheikh Mohd Abdullah and asked for a livelihood for his other 
son. Sheikh Mohd Abdullah did not care," he says. 

Ghulam Mohd is the only person from the Maqbool Sherwani's family who joined 
politics in 1958 when he was serving in the education department. Later, he became 
an active member of Indian National Congress in 1975. Asked about the Kashmir 
problem, he said there would be no end to the ongoing dialogues process being held 
between India and Pakistan and Kashmir would remain depressed. 

He said, “those who visited Pakistan or PoK in private discussion told me that they 
have no love for Pakistan”. Commenting upon the political scenario of the state, he 
said, "Coalition governments in J&K state never worked. When Mir Qasim was 
Congress chief minister, the party was being considered pro-people party and it 
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flourished but after his removal the party slipped into lobbyism. The central leadership 
of Congress is responsible for encouraging lobbyism between Gulam Nabi Azad, 
Union Health Minister, and Prof. Saifudin Souze (State President of Congress)." 

He said that he met Congress President Sonia Gandhi in 2009 with a memorandum of 
the grievances of workers and requested her to set the state committee in order, but'till 
now nothing has happened.’ About the Congress-National Conference alliance, he 


said, "both are cutting each other's roots. The coalition between the two has never 
ever percolated down to grass-roots ." 
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KUSHOK BAKULA RINPOCHE 
21° May 1917 - 4 November 2003 


Te 49"KushokBakula Rinpoche was born on 21* May 1917, in a royal family of a 
village Maarho in Ladakh, as Thupstan Chonjorand was the great-great-great 


grandson of Tsepel Tondup Namgyal, the last independent king of Ladakh. Atan early 
age when he started to show his distinctive aura and qualities and his keen interest in 
monkhood and was later sent to the Phetub Monastery to be ordained as monk. Due to 
his compassionate personality along with calm loving nature, he was later recognized 
by the then Thirteenth Dalai Lama as a reincarnation of Bakula Arhat, one of the 
Sixteen Arhats or the early disciples of the Lord Gautama Buddha. 
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He went to Lhasa (Tibet) at the age of 13 and receive education in the great Drepung 
monastery which was the largest monastic institution in Tibet there he was awarded 
the degree of Geshe Larampa(the highest degree in Buddhist metaphysics) at the age 
of 25 and get his geshe ordination from the 13th Dalia Lama. After returning from Tibet 
he dedicated his life in serving the people of Ladakh for their better future.In the very 
first democratic elections in Ladakh in 1949 the people of Ladakh had elected Bakula 
Rinpochey as their leader and the president of the National Conference Party. He 
served as Minister of State in J&K State Government from 1953 to 1967. He was the 
member of the fourth and the fifth Lok Sabha from 1967 to 1977. He also served as the 
member of the consultative Committees in Indian Parliament for defense, education 
and planning. His role in education was unforgettable, under his guidance the then 
‘Ladakh Buddhist Association’ and 'Ladakh Gompa Association’ were able to establish 
the Buddhist philosophy school in village Choglamsar, now named as Central Institute 
of Buddhist Studies, on 23 October 1959 with only ten students 

In 1949 again with the tireless efforts of BakulaRinpochey the Government of India 
sanctioned scholarships for eighteen Ladakhi novices to obtain modern education al 
Sarnath, and in 1961 another five young monks were sent to study Buddhism in Sri 
Lanka. In 1963 with his effort the Ladakh Institute of Higher Studies was established in 
Delhi with students from various Himalayan regions such as Himachal Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram etc. the school was 
government recognized and also scholarships were sanctioned to the students. 
Bakula Rinpochey during his last years also gave stress on the government of J and K 
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for the need of university in Ladakh in that concern the then (2003) C.M of J&K Mr. 
Mufti Mohammad Syeed during one of his personal visit at Samkar monastery told 
Bakula Rinpochey that steps has been taken to set up a new university campus in Leh. 
In 1968 Bakula Rinpochey was elected unopposed to represent Ladakh in the 
National Parliament in New Delhi. On August 7, 1978,Bakula Rinpochey was 
appointed member of the first Commission on Minorities and served till December dite 
1989. Then from 1990 till 2000 he served as an Indian Ambassador to Mongolia. In 
1986 Bakula Rinpoche was awarded by a prestigious Padma Bushan. He died on 4 


November 2003 in New Delhi. 


SHAHEED BHAGAT AMAR NATH J&K RESERVATION STRUGGLE HERO 
. Tu 1928 - 1970 
At Anan ste aboriginals were made Dalits and forced to live out side 
fe peal entations and lead a life of extreme poverty. They were debarred 
ieee ee worship places. They were not allowed to draw water from wells or, 
ut rales gare ean cloths.”’Juthan’ the discarded food and clothes were the food 
Faas ae ryans Although the Dalits contributed immensely in making history 
Reser i oe puta blanket ban in their writings about Dalits contributions. So they 
cite tary, €ss peoples. In the past 150 years or so, effort by some writers 
pan y rom among Dalits themselves including foreign writers have put in efforts 
e ig out right historic facts in their writings. The undertaken effort is a small step to 
eep on records the contributions made by the Dalits of J&K in their efforts for their 
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own progress and for the empowerment of their brethren in their mother land. This 
shall give in site of the testing times the Dalits have gone through to climb the 
progressive ladder by dint of their sole efforts. The persons on whose life and 
contributions, | have been ina position to lay hand show that Dalits if given chance are 
no way inferior to any other in the society. They have proven their worth in all fields of 
life on the basis of their intelligence and hard working. | am reminded of Baba sahib Dr 
B.R. Ambedkar saying “Those who do not know their history, cannot make history”. 
Thus upper caste induced illiteracy ruined untouchable of every thing. Getting a little 
respite from these men made hurdles, the untouchables have tried to show their worth 
in all fields and this article demonstrates it amply. These people have proven their 
worthiness of being worthy off springs of great Epic Writers Bhagwan Valmik, Ved 
Vaisa, and Father of Indian Constitution Bharat Ratana Baba Sahib Bhimrao 
Ambedkar. One among the glaxy of Dalits who offered their every thing to make their 
fellowmen and women tolive alife of dignity was BhagatAmar Nath ¥ 
While describing conditions of Indian Dalits Jyotiba Phule (1827-1890) the political 
Guru of Bharat Ratana Baba Sahib Dr. Ambedkar said:- 

Lack of education impairs wisdom, Lack of wisdom impairs moral, 

Lack of moralimpairs motion; Lack of motion impairs financial status, 

Lack of finances impaired status of untouchables. 
This short but great meaningful capsule narration, summed up the man made hurdles 
in the path of Dalit progress for very long time. For centuries Dalits (Shudras, Ati- 
Shudras abd women) were not allowed to read and write under the authority of Hindu 
religious texts like Manusmiriti. Even the Ramcharit Manas, the Epic storey of Lord 
Ramma by Goswami Tulsidas proclaims in SundaKanda(Sloka58-3) A drum,a 
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rustic,Suhdra,a beast and a womam’ all these need beating .The Hindu texts carried 
many obnoxious unfounded imaginary things about Dalits, who were rulers prior to the 
Aryan invasion in this land of ancient culture. History shows that First Magdha King, a 
Shudra ,Mahapadma Nanda (450-362 BCE) founded the Nanda dynasty, claimed to 
be “EKRAT” the sole sovereign who destroyed all the ruling princes. He even 
conquered Kilinga much before Ashoka the Great re-conquered, when it was 
independent state. Dalits had given rich cultural heritage, wisdom, agriculture and 
many other progressive measures to Bharat. 

Tenth Sikh Master Guru Gobind Singh Ji said “ Koyi Kisi Ko Raj Na Dehi, Jo Lehi „Nij 
Ball Lehi” means The Kingdoms are won by force and not given in charity” Also Guru 
Ravidas desired to have kingdoms, where every body is fed well, irrespective of 
his/her caste, creed, sex or economic affiliations. He further stressed his people to be 
strong to get their just rights. Guru Ravidas preached forcefully “Pradeen ko Deen 
Kaya, Pradeen bin Deen” meaning the slaves have no religion, they are religion less 
people. Pandavas had to wage war on their kith & kin to get their share in property 
&power caring less for the death of over 20 lacs knights, including their own kith & kin. 
The history is full of such stories, where legitimacy did not work and gave way to 
fierce struggle. 

Dr Ambedkar advocated for Democratic methods to achieve goals. But when 
administration proved deaf to the urgent public interest problems, he too advocated 
the method of Revolutions to solve the problems but in rare of the rarest 
circumstances. Only when there is no way left to Constitutional methods for achieving 
economic & Social objectives, there was a great deal for the unconstitutional methods. 
Baba Sahib B.R Ambedkar believed that without economic & social justice, political 
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national integration and social homogeneity. He advocated 


dients for achieving national integration. 
forcing out the British Crown, but the 


independence will not give 
liberty, equality and fraternity a must ingre 
Although India won freedom in August, 1947 by 
real freedom from the rigid religious fundamentalists & autocratic mind set forces 


remained to be won. The Hindu Religious Texts did not change even an iota of their 
sanctions against their own religion brethren classified as Shudras now clubbed 
together as Scheduled Castes & Scheduled tribes & Other Bach ward Classes. Their 
rights as per the Constitution of Free India adopted in January, 1950 are being 
systematically denied even now. The situation in the country was worst before 
Independence with little change even after political freedom gained in 1947 so the 
Dalits had to wage political struggle to gain the-legitimate rights as per the cannons of 
law. Basically these deprived sections of the Hindu Society were slaves to the British 
slaves. The British slaves got freedom in 1947 & their slaves are still striving to gain itis 
Such a strong wave was raised by. Dr Baba sahib Bhimrao Ambedkar against the 
prevailing inhuman treatments to his people. This inhuman treatment to poor 
downtrodden people had sanction of Hindu religious law Code like Manusmriti. As per 
Manusmriti fourth Verna had only right to work with out asking for any remuneration. 


Even Lord Krishna proclaimed in Geeta “Work, work, selfless work, with out desire for 
any fruit, a way to salvation”. Many Dalit luminaries like Mahatma Jyotirao Phuley, 
Revolutionery Mata Savitribai Phuley, Mahatma Periyar, Birsa Munda Sahib Kanshi 
Ram, Chokhamela, Guru Ravidas, Guru Gadge, Guru Ghasidas Ji, Babu Milkhi Ram 
Amar Saheed Bhagat Amar Nath (J&K) and countless others have sacrificed 
themselves for the sacred cause of Indian Dalits and made indelible mark in history. 

The reservation in services for the S/C's, S/T's was effected with the enactment of the 
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Indian Constitution but this remained illusive in J&K state as long as 1970. So in J&K 
state revolt against this was raised. Babu Milkhi Ram was one among the sate 
subjects who organized fast unto death twice, first at Chhan Rorian in 1955 in & 
second time in Karan Park Jammu in 1957, where a large number of peoples 
participated. It is said 165 pounds of Dalit Blood was lost for the noble cause. Amar 
Shaheed Bhagat Amar Nath blew the bugle in May 1970 which created a strong wave 
in J&K forcing the J&K State to issue Reservation in services SRO in 1970. This 
struggle continued for 63 years in one form or the other & finally J&K Legislature 
passed law in 2010 giving legal teeth to the Rules of Reservation in services. 

The son of soil, Shaheed Bhagat Amarnath(1928 to-1" june1970), was born in 1928 at 
village Champa near Batote Tehsil/Disstt. Ramban in a megh family of Scheduled 
Castes. His Parents were respected Shri Moti Ram and Shrimati Janki Devi. After 
completing his school education upto Middle standard, he joined service in NAC 
Batote and later in the Health department. He got married to Shrimati Shanti Devi at a 
young age. He was blessed with a sonanda daughter. His family still lives at Champa 
-He resigned from the Govt. job and joined social service. He joined Congress party 
and was elected as Cogress Block Presedent and later was made the Secretary of this 
party. He shifted to Jammu to play a wider roll for the Dalit Samaj so he dedicated to 
devote himself for social cause exclusively for down trodden. Since from his 
childhood, he was deeply and highly concerned towards the worst plight of the 
oppressed and exploited people denied human rights. He was very much committed 
and determined to even sacrifice his life for the welfare of persecuted, victimized, 


discriminated, deprived, Suppressed, oppressed, exploited and neglected 
downtrodden masses. 
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In order to upliftment and emancipation of the depressed classes, he came to Jammu 
from his native place with an explicit motive, and objective to secure justice for Dalit 
Samaj of J&K in particular and country over in general. He worked for the Bhartiya 
Depressed Classes league, an all India Origination founded by Babu Jagjivan Rama 
union Minister and later Deputy Prime Minister. The organization had spread its wings 
all over India for the welfare of the Depressed classes peoples. BhagatAmar Nath was 
made President of this Organization in J&K with Chodhary Guran Ditta Mal an MLA 
and Vice Chairman of S/C's Welfare Board as the General Secretary. All other Dalit 
leaders of J&K were its members. A Weekly Urdu News Paper named “PASMANDGI" 
was started from Jammu to raise a forceful voice against denial of the just rights of 
depressed Classes peoples in J&K State. The write ups in Pasmandgi paper helped 
in uniting the Dalit masses. An All India one day convention of the Bhartiya Depressed 
Classes league was held in 1968 in Prade ground Jammu which was presided over by 
Babu Jagjivan Ram and was attended by over 20,000 peoples. Among others Babu 
Jagjivan Ram, Bhagat Amarnath,Pandit Trilochan Dutt addressed the gathering. 
Bhagat Amarnath spoke forcefully pleading for granting of due rights to the 
Depressed Classes persons in recruitments, promotions, in services , grant of 
peiclatehibs to the deserving students up to all levels of education including university 
evel. 
He was already in contact with some Jammu based Praja Parishad leader Pandit 
Prem Nath Dogra Ji and other Dalit leaders i.e Babu Parmanand, Babu Milkhi Ram, 
Bhagat chajju Ram, Pashori lal and Mahasa Nar Singh, Jagat RamAryan ( Kishatwar) 
and others. But the government was not acceding to the just demands of the Dalit 
leaders. He had gained close association & friendship with Ayub Khan, then Health 
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Minister of J&K State. Bhagat Amarnath was earlier follower of Kabir Pant and later 
was initiated as follower of Radha Soami Satsang Beas. He was a complete 
vegetarian and abstained from all intoxicants. 

Since the state Govt was still reluctant to implement the reservation in services in the 
state. Shaheed Bhagat Amar Nath took it very serious and comprehensive note on 
the ill-conceived intention of the state Govtand sohe intensified his non stop agitation 
in the entire Jammu province by leading many processions, demonstrations, public 
meetings for the expeditious redressal of core issue of reservation. An ultimatum with 
deadline was given to state Govt to take remedial measures fast otherwise he shall go 
for fast unto death. Seeing that the state government was not taking his threats 
seriously he under took fast unto death to get conceded the major demand of 
reservation implementation along with certain other core issues. On the day of taking 
the extreme step of stating fast unto death, this writer met him in Karan Park and 
discussed some apprehensions of peoples not prepared fully for such an extreme 
Step and requested him to work in the field for some more time to prepare the masses 
for such a step. 
While addressing my apprehensions he quoted lines from Shaheed Bhagat Singh's 
poem “Chalain ge mere naal deushman be mere, eh bakhari a gal ke muskra ke 
chalangey, jaddo mere Arthi utha ke chalaney gey" meaning after my death, when | 
shall be carried for cremation, even my adversaries shall accompany it, may be with 
joy in their hearts”. 

Shaheed Bhagat Amarnath voluntarily offered himself for the supreme sacrifice and 
resolved to observe silence and subsequently sat on fast unto death on 21-05-1970 in 
Karan park in front of civil secretariat. His health condition deteriorated so he was 
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shifted to SMGS Hospital Jammu. But despite efforts by prominent physician of that 
time Dr. Manhas the condition continued to worsen. Bhagat sahib refused to take any 
medical treatment and this son of the soil Bhagat Amaranth achieved martyrdom on |" 
June 1970 and became" Martyr of Reservation". 
His supreme sacrifice for the cause of the reserva 
consorted efforts and the First Notification No 37 GR of 1970 for reservation in 
services for the Sc's , ST's and OBC's was issued on 28th April 1970 So this 
Notification was earned by paying the precious _ life of Amar Shaheed Bhagat 
Amarnath . Also 165 Ibs of the blood was lost in Karan Park in the under taken fast 
unto death in 1957 and at Chhan Arorian in 1955. After the agitations, fast unto death 
in 1955 and 1957 dalits succeeded to win on their own Assembly Election in 1957 
under the banner of Harijan Mandal & martyrdom of Bhagat Amar Nath in 1970 
proved final blow to Reservation in Services hindrances in J&K State. 


tion forced the government to take 
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VALOUR-VEER BANDA VAIRAGI 
16 August 1670 — 09 June 1716 


[R aput Ramdev, known for his bravery and sense of commitment, lived in a small 
village, Rakore in the state of Poonch. He was known as 'Arrow and Bow' man. In 
Samvat 1727 in the month of Kartik (1670 A.D.) Ramdev was blessed with a son, who 
was later known as Lakshman Dev. He up to be a bold and fearless man, with 
wonderful spark in his eyes and unusual glow on his face. 


Once, he had erroneously killed a deer with an arrow. On being hit, the offspring's she 
was Carrying in her womb came out. Moved by this incident, Lakshman Dev threw 
away his arrow and bow and became a sanyasi. 


He went off to the south and started living like a hermit practising austerity. The fame of 
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pread far and wide in the region and he was now known as 


this young sanyasi s 
nd went into deep meditation. Around the 


Madhav Das Vairagi. He wore saffron robe a 
same time, the cruelty and misdemeanour of Muslims had increased in the northern 
India. In Delhi, for the protection of Hindu Dharma Guru Teg Bahadur sacrificed his life. 
His son Guru Govind Singh's two young sons were brick-laid alive in the wall. Two 
more sons of Guru Govind Singh, both young, laid down their lives in the battle of 
Chamkor Durg. Madhav Das Vairagi already knew about incidents. Í 
Guru Govind Singh preached his followers to take up arms. He laid the foundation of 
'Khalsa Panth' to save 'Dharma'. He took up the task of awakening, preaching and 
organizing people. He was deeply hurt and agitated by the sacrifice ofhis father and 
two young sons. Around that time, Guru Govind Singh met the young sanyasi Madhav 
Das in a small hut on the banks of river Godavari. He was in deep meditation; there 
was a mesmerizing glow on his face which impressed Guru Govind Singh. After a 
while, Vairagi opened his eyes. Both, Guru Govind Singh and Vairagi had a good look 
at each other and a special bonding between the two took place. Guru Govind Singh 
told Vairagi, "You are engrossed in salvation in this isolated place. The nation is on fire, 
temples are being destroyed, children are being brick-laid alive in the walls, women, 
mothers, and daughters are being humiliated, Hindus are being forced to become 


Muslims. Don 't these things 
cause anguish and pain in you? Don't you feel perturbed and shocked? Is your Dogra 
blood at peace in the midst of all thatis happening? Do you prefer deep meditation in 


this isolated place to the pain and suffering your nation, society and community are 
self, Bharat Mata (Mother India) 


passing through? Just think over it and decide for yoursel, Her 
is calling you." Vairagi's face turned red with anger and disbelief. He fell down at the 
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feet ofGuru Govind Singh and said, "I am your servant from now onwards. Please give 
me order and guide me about what is to be done. | am the son of Bharat Mata. | will 
sacrifice everything for the sake of Dharma, nation and Hindu Honour. l'Il not rest in 
peace till all the humiliation that has been heaped on our people is avenged. 


Guru Govind Singh lifted Vairagi and embraced him. He, then came to be known as 
Banda Vairagi. He discarded his dhooni, the smoke ofausterity, gave up his safron 
robe and took up arrow and bow. Anew saviour was bom in him for whom, fighting for 
the honour ofthe nation and religion became his only way of worship and meditation. 
Arms became his companions. 
This is how Guru Gobind Singh taught Vairagi the lesson of Karmyog (action) and 
motivated him to take up arms to protect his faith, religion and the nation. Vairagi was 
36 year old at that time. In the month of Shrawan in Samvat 1764, Vairagi, along with 
his entourage, travelling through Khanda and various other places, reached Hisar, by 
which time he had raised a small group of volunteers to join his mission. 

First of all, he decided to punish the Nawab of Sirhind who had ordered the gruesome 


killing of Guru Gobind Singh's sons. In Jayeshth of Samvat 1764, he attacked Sirhind. 
In the fearsome battle, the brave soldi 


forces of Nawab. Those who surviv 
ammunition. Vairagi took out his sw l 
Nawab 's forces. Seeing Vairagi's total domination in the battle, Sikh army launched its 
fierce attack on the Sirh 

ranks of Pathans. Wazir 


Vairagi 's mission had been achieved. To avenge the brutal killing of the Guru's two 
sons, he ordered that th 
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blackened was paraded in the city in a large procession, h 
thrown into a burning pyre. 

At last, Muslim rulers resorted to intrigue and guile to red 
spread ruinous of differences between Vairagi and the Sikhs. 


eem the situation. They 
In Samvat 1773, a grand 
Amritsar. Vairagi and Sikhs from all over the country joined the 
celebrations. An anti-Vairagi party called’ Tat-Khalsa ‘was formed. 

To hurt and humiliate Vairagi, they looted his people which posed an awilill situation 
before him. He maintained his composure. proceeded cautiously and decided to re- 
organise his force. He made a solemn resolve to attack Lahore and fight a decisive 
battle of his life. To execute his plan, he anchored his forces in Baghbanpura near 
Shalimar Gardens. On learning this development, Suba-Lahore ( Lahore's 


Administrator) Aslam Khan was shaken. 
He tried to get the Tat-Khalsa force on his side and approached them for support. Tat 
Khalsa despatched an army of 5,000 Sikh soldiers under the command of Sardar Mir 
Singh to aid and assist Aslam Khan. Vairagi's army pounced upon Suba's forces and 
inflected a crushing defeat. A large number 0 jers fled away Aslam Khan 
immediately pushed the Tat-Khalsa soldier son the war front. Though Vairagi's forces 
were highly motivated and strong. But when Vairagi saw Sikh soldiers facing him, he 
was shocked. He withdrew his men as his conscienc 


With a heavy heart, Vairagi returned to the fort of Gurdaspur along with his men. In 
ant commander Abdul 


Samvat 1776, a huge force of 30,000 soldiers led by a brilli | 
Samad Khan, proceeded to cursh the forces of Vairagi. Armed groups of soldiers from 
fort. All passages to the fort were 


Lahore and Jalandhar moved towards Gurdaspur 


Baisakhi fair was held in 
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blocked. Vairagi, determined to sacrifice his life, ordered to open all the gates of the 
fort. As soon as the gates were opened, the Muslim army barged into the fort. Vairagi 's 
army surrendered. Vairagi and his deputies were caught and brought to Delhi tied with 
heavy chains. The Kazi of Delhi pressurized Vairagi and his men to accept Islam. But 
none of them succumbed to the pressure. | having failed in his coercive methods, Kazi 


decided to kill 100 people daily and thus commenced the mass slaughter in front of 
Kotwali. 


The peoplẹ of Delhi were stunned to see how Vairagi 's men were laying down their 
lives with smile on their face. On the eight day, it was the turn of Vairagi to be killed and 
a large number of courtiers assembled to witness the scene. Even in the last moments 
of his life, there was Captivating glow 


reached the spot to witness the sacrifice of Vairagi. The King asked Vairagi, "What kind 
of death you would like to have?" Vairagi replied, 


you like. | am Vairagi (a detached person). | am a Hindu having finn faith in the 
immortality of soul. " The Kin 


- Showing gruesome brutality, Vairagi 's son 

rt, still throbbing, was thrown at Vairagi 's 
face. Then the King ordered his men to pierce Vairagi 's body with red hot spikes and 
pull out pieces of flesh. The body of Vairagi was reduced to skeleton. But he did not 
raise acry. 


This grisly sight sent shock waves among the people. The King, then, ordered that 


Vairagibe crushed by the elephant Kas and his order was complied with immediately. 
The news of ghastly manner of Vairagi's death reached far and wide spreading a fresh 
a nm S 
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wave, of awakening amon Sikhs who alienated themselves felt 
d Sikhs joined together once again. 


ashamed and regretted their ac 
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ZORAWAR SINGH KAHLURIA 
September 1784 - 12 December 1841 


VW a general of the Sikh Empire in South Asia. In reference to his legacy of 

conquests in the Himalayas including Ladakh, Tibet, Baltistan and Iskardu as 
General and Wazir (Minister), he has been referred to by historians as "Conqueror of 
Ladakh" and the “Napoleon of India. 


EARLY LIFEAND CAREER 

He was born into a Hindu Dogra fami of Kahlur State in modern-day Himachal 
Pradesh,His family migrated to the Jammu region where, on coming of age, Zorawar 
took up service under Raja Jaswant Singh of Marmathi (modern Doda district). 
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j i d was 
itious Raja Gulab Singh of Jammu ane 
i s employed by the ambitious bee 
Ee ete of the Reasi fort (Bhimgarh fort). hae a 
: z message to the Gulab Singh, Zorawar told him of the Wee E 
AA aisre and boldly presented NE SATE TH to eet 2 
i i ar's since 
Gulab Singh was impressed by Zoraw 
ee de him commissariat officer of 
i i nd his grateful ruler mace ' Aes 
Ales cenah ee RETA later ER governor of Kishtwar and was given 
all fo ' 
title of Wazir (minister). 


i re 
Even though it was a newly conque 
peace; many of the local Rajputs were 


i ble in keeping the 
on Zorawar had no trou 
i ee tad into his army. In 4835 the nearby 


i se of 
‘a Himachal Pradesh) in the cour 
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of Raja Gulab Singh — also at that time, according to the Gulabnama, Kishtwar went 


through a drought that caused a loss of revenue and forced Zorawar to extract money 
through war. 


The Rajputs of Jammu and Himachal have traditionally excelled in mountain fighting; 
therefore Zorawar had no trouble in crossing the mountain ranges and entering 
Ladakh through the source of the Suru River where his 5000 men defeated an army of 
local Botis.'After moving to Kargil and subduing the landlords along the way Zorawar 
received the submission of the Ladakhis — however Tsepal Namgyal, the Gyalpo 
(ruler), sent his general Banko Kahlon by a roundabout route to cut off Zorawar's 
communications. The astute general doubled back to Kartse, where he sheltered his 
troops through the winter. In the spring of 1835 he defeated the large Ladakhi army of 
Banko Kahlon and marched his victorious troops towards Leh. The Gyalpo now 


agreed to pay 50,000 rupees as war-indemnity and 20,000 rupees as an annual 
tribute. 


Alarmed at the gains of the Dogras, the governor of Kashmir, Mehan Singh, incited the 


Ladakhi chieftains to rebel but Zorawar quickly marched back to the Himalayan 
valleys and subdued the rebels, now forcin 


— the Gyalpo was deposed to an estate anda Lada 
made King. But the latter did not prove to be loyal he 
throne in 1838. 
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BALTISTAN CAMPAIGN 


To the nor west of Ladakh, and to t 
Muhammad Shah, the son of the rul 
sought the aid of the Gyalpo and Zorawar a 
nobles allowed Ahmad Shah to imprison 

rebellion against the Dogras. After defeating 
Baltistan in the winter of 1839/40 (Petech, Kingdom of ladakh, p. 144, Datta, Ladakh, 
p. 122 etc. etc.) , adding a large contingent of Ladakhis to his army. 

The advance brigade of 5,000 under Nidhan Singh lost its way in the cold and snow 
and was surrounded by the enemy; many soldiers perished from the cold. Then Mehta 
Basti Ram, a prominent Rajput from Kishtwar, established contact with the main force. 
On their arrival the Botis of Skardu were defeated and forced to flee. They were 


chased to the fort of Skardu which was invested by Zorawar for a few days. One night 
the Dogras scaled the steep mountain behind the fort and after some fighting captured 
the small fort on its crest. From this position the next day they began firing down at the 

ider. Zorawar built a fort on the banks of the 


main fort and forced the Raja to surren 
tof his soldiers. 


he throne for an annual tribute of 7000 rupees, a 
advanced westwards, conquered the fort of 


Astor and took its Darad Raja prisoner. However this Raja was tributary to Mehan 
Singh, the governor of Kashmir, who was alarmed at the Dogra conquests since they 
only expanded the kingdom of Gulab Singh while not bringing any benefit to the 
Lahore durbar. His complaint at Lahore was forwarded to Raja Gulab Singh at Jammu 
and he ordered the Darad Raja to be released. 


he north of Kashmir, lies the region of Baltistan. 
er of Skardu, Raja Ahmad Shah, fled to Leh and 
gainst his father. But some of the Ladakhi 
his son and sought his aid in a general 
the Ladakhi rebels Zorawar invaded 


Indus where he placed a contingen 


After placing Muhammad Shah on t 
Dogra contingent under Wazir Lakhpat 
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MAHARAJA GULAB SINGH 
17 OCTOBER1792 — 30 June 1857 


Ws the founder of Dogra dynasty and the first Maharaja of the princely state of 

Jammu and Kashmir, the second largest princely state under the British Raj, 
which was created after the defeat of the Sikh Empire in the First Anglo-Sikh War. 
During the war, Gulab Singh stayed aloof which helped the British victory. The Treaty 
of Amritsar (1846) formalised the sale by the British to Gulab Singh for 7,500,000 


Nanakshahee Rupees ofall the lands in Kashmir that were ceded to them by the Sikhs 
by the Treaty of Lahore. 


Gulab Singh was bom on 17 October 1792 in a Dogra Rajput family. His father was 
Mian Kishore Singh Jamwal. He joined the army of Ranjit Singh in 1809 and was 
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sufficiently successful to be granted ajagir worth 12,000 rupees and also 90\horses. 


In 1808, following another conflict, Battle of Jammu (1808) was annexed by Ranjit 
Singh. Raja Jit Singh, who was expelled, found refuge in British India, and later 
received in appanage the estate of Akhrota, Pathankot. Ranjit Singh appointed a 
governor to administer the newly conquered area which was expanded in 1819 with 
the annexation of Kashmir by a Sikh force. in 1820, in appreciation of services 
rendered by the family, and by Gulab Singh in particular, jit Si 
Jammu region as a hereditary fief upon Kishore Singh. Apart from their sterling 
services, the family's intimate association with the region commended Kishore 
Singh's candidature to the Lahore court. 
In 1821, Gulab Singh captured conquered Rajouri fromAghar Khan and Kishtwar from 
Raja Tegh Mohammad Singh (alias Saifullah Khan). That same year, Gulab Singh 
took partin the Sikh:conquest of Dera Ghazi Khan. He also captured and executed his 
ean clansman, Mian Dido Jamwal, who had been leading a rebellion against the 
ikhs. 
Kishore Singh died in 1822 and Gulab Singh wa 
suzerain, Ranjit Singh. Shortly afterward, Gulab 
renunciation from his kinsman, the deposed RajaJit Singh. 
As Raja (Governor-General/Chief) of Jammu, Gulab Singh was one of the most 
powerful chiefs of the Sikh Empire. Under the Imperial and Feudal Army arrangement, 
he was entitled to keep a personal army of 3 Infantry Regiments, 15 Light Artillery 
Guns and 40 Garrison Guns. 
In 1824 Gulab Singh captured the fort of Samartah, near the holy Mansar Lake. In 
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1827 he accompanied the Sikh Commander-in-Chief Hari Singh Nalwa, who fought 
and defeated a horde of Afghan rebels led by Sayyid Ahmed at the Battle of Shaidu. 
Between 1831-39 Ranjit Singh bestowed on Gulab Singh the jagir of the salt mines in 


northern Punjab, and the nearby Punjabi towns like Bhera, Jhelum, Rohtas, and 
Gujrat. 


In 1837, after the death of Hari Singh Nalwa in the Battle of Jamrud, the Muslim tribes 
of Tanolis, Karrals, Dhunds, Satis and Sudhans rose in revolt in Hazara and Poonch. 
The insurgency was led by Shams Khan, a Chief of the Sudhan tribe and former 
confidential follower of Raja Dhyan Singh. Thus the betrayal of Shams Khan Sudhan 
against the regime was taken personally and Gulab Singh was given the task of 
crushing the rebellion. After defeating the insurgents in Hazara and Murree hills, 
Gulab Singh stayed at Kahuta for some time and promoted disunion among the 
insurgents. Then his forces were sent to crush the insurgents. Eventually, Shams 
Khan Sudhan and his nephew were betrayed and their heads were cut off during their 
sleep while the lieutenants were captured, flayed alive and put to death with cruelty. 
The contemporary British commentators state that the local population suffered 
immensely. ; 
INTRIGUE AT LAHORE 


On the death of Ranjit Singh in 1839, Lahore became a center of conspiracies and 
intrigue in which the three Jammu brothers were involved. They succeeded in placing 
the administration in the hands of Prince Nau Nihal Singh with Raja Dhian Singh as 
prime minister. However, in 1840, during the funeral procession of his father Maharaja 
Kharak Singh, Nau Nihal Singh together with Udham Singh, son of Gulab Singh, died 
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when an old brick gate collapsed on them. 
In January 1841 Sher Singh, son of Ranjit Singh tried to seize the throne of Lahore but 
was repulsed by the Jammu brothers. The defense of the fort was in the hands of 
Gulab Singh. 

After peace was made between the tw 
to leave with their weapons. On this occasion, he is said to have 
amount of the Lahore treasure to Jammu. : 


RECOGNITION AS MAHARAJA 

Memorial Shrines for Gulab Singh and Ranbir Singh, Jammu, India, ca.1875-ca.1940 

Meanwhile, in the continuing intrigues at Lahore, the Sandhawalia Sardars (related to 
Ranjit Singh) murdered Raja Dhian Singh and the Sikh Maharaja Sher Singh in 1842. 
Subsequently, Gulab Singh's youngest brother, Suchet Singh, and nephew, Hira 
Singh, were also murdered. As the administration collapsed the Khalsa soldiery 
clamored for the arrears of their pay. In 4844 the Lahore court commanded an invasion 
of Jammu to extract money from Gulab Singh, reputed to be the richest Raja north of 
the Sutlej River as he had taken most of the Lahore treasury. 
However, the Gulab Singh agreed to negotiate on his behalf with the Lahore court. 
There negotiations imposed an indemnity of 27 lakh Nanakshahee Rupees on the 

aja. 

Lacking the resources to occupy such a large region immediately after annexing 
portione of Punjab, the British E Gulab Singh as a Maharaja directly is aa 
to them on payment of 75 thousand Nanakshahee Rupees for the war-indemnity (this 


o sides, Gulab Singh and his men were allowed 
taken away a large 
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payment was justified on account of Gulab Singh legally being one of the chiefs of the 
Kingdom of Lahore and thus responsible for its treaty obligations). The angry courtiers 
of Lahore (particularly the baptized Sikh, Lal Singh) then incited the governor of 

Kashmir to rebel against Gulab Singh, but this rebellion was defeated, thanks in great - 
part to the action of Herbert Edwardes, Assistant Resident at Lahore. In the second 
Sikh War of 1849, he allowed his Sikh soldiers to desert and go to fight alongside their 
brethren in Punjab. The treaties of Chushul and Amritsar had defined the borders of 
the Kingdom of Jammu in the’east, south, and west but the northern border was still 
undefined. In 1850 the fort of Chilasin the Dard country was conquered. 


ee Gulab Singh died on 30 June 1857 and was succeeded by his son, Ranbir 
ingh. 
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RA R SINGH 
RANBI 
August 1830 — 12 September 1885 


ilhi hin 1885. 
W= Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir from 4856 until his deat 
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Nagar started paying tributes to Jammu and Kashmir during his reign. nO a 
established a modern judicial system. Civil and criminal laws were compiled into : 
Ranbir Penal Code during his reign. Ranbir Singh was a scholar of Sanskrit age 
Persian languages and had many books translated.And stabilise RS pura city Ran 
Singh 


EARLY LIFE 


Singh was born at Ramgarh, Jammu and Kashmir in August 1830. He was the third 


son of Maharaja Gulab Singh. His mother Rakwal Maharani was the first wife of Gulab 
Singh. Ranbir Sin 


gh was adopted by Raja Suchet Singh, his childless uncle. Ranbir 
Singh inherited all hisjagirs upon his death in 1844. 
REIGN 


Ranbir Singh's father Maharaja Gulab Singh suffered from edema. With his health 
deteriorating, 


he decided to abdicate in early 1856. Subsequently, Ranbir Singh 
ascended the throne of Jammu and Í 


Kashmir on 20 February 1856.[4] Gulab Singh 
was appointed governor of Kashmir. 
SEPOY MUTINY 


In 1857, the Sepoy Mutiny, an uprising against the British rule broke mainly in prose 
day Delhi and Uttar Pradesh. Under the leadership of Ranbir and Gulab Singh, t 4 
State allied with the British. They sent money to the British troops stationed at Punjap. 
The mutineers were not allowed to take asylum in the state, which bordered the then 
British India. British women and children took refuge in the Kashmir valley. After ing 
death of Gulab Singh, Ranbir Singh senta battalion of Jammu and Kashmiri soldiers to 
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He was subsequently rewarded for his loyalty to the 
British. The Treaty of Amritsar was amended in 1860 and a new provision was inserted 
which allowed a Dogra ruler to adopt a child from a collateral branch of the family. 
Previously, according to the treaty, the state would have been annexed by the British if 
a ruler did not have a natural heir. He was also rewarded with the Most Exalted Order 
ofthe Star of India in 1862. His gun salute was increased from 19 to 21 guns. 


ANNEXATION OF GILGIT 

During the final years of Gulab Singh's r 
casualties to the Dogra troops. In 1860, 
leadership of Colonel Devi Singh Narania, 
Singh to Gilgit. They successfully recapture 
Hunza and Nagar started paying tributes t 
received an annual subsidy. 


REFORMS 
Ranbir Singh established 


help the British to besiege Delhi. 


eign, a rebellion in Gilgit caused heavy 
Ranbir Singh sent his army under the 
Colonel Bijai Singh and General Hoshiara 
d Gilgit. By the end of 1870, the states of 
o Jammu and Kashmir. In return, they 


a modern judicial system. Civil and criminal laws were 


written and consolidated into the Ranbir Penal Code which were followed in the Indian 
part of Jammu and Kashmir Now it has been removed as the Parliament of India has 
passed the bill to scrap provisions of Article 370 of the Indian Constitution on 5 August 
2019. The judicial system was handed over to the executive officers. Separate prisons 
were built for political prisoners. Ranbir Singh organized two durbars in a day in which 


he heard petitions. 
Ranbir Singh founded separate departments for foreign affairs, home affairs, civil 
affairs and army. He founded a silk factory in the state. He also promoted its trade. The 


re mm —— 387) |} —— ee - 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


— 


shawl industry flourished during his reign which provided employment and a minimum 
income to his subjects. 


OPPOSITION TOA RESIDENT 


As per the Treaty of Amritsar, there was no provision for the appointment of a Resident 
in the state. With the appointment of an Officer-on-Special-Duty in 1851, the idea of 
appointing a Resident started dominating amongst the British government. In 1873, 
The Lord Northbrook, the then Governor-General of India wrote to Ranbir Singh about 
a proposal to appoint a British Resident in Kashmir. However, Singh rejected such a 
proposal. He submitted a memorandum and reminded the services of Gulab Singh to 
the British. He also reminded the British that unlike most of the monarchs of princely 
states, he refused to take any jagir as a giftin lieu of his services during the Sepoy 
Mutiny. 

In 1882, Ranbir Singh wrote to the British government and requested them to 
nominate his younger son Amar Singh as his successor. He felt that Amar Singh was 
more wise than his siblings - Pratap Singh and Ram Singh. On 12 September 1885, 
Ranbir Singh died. Governor-general The Lord Ripon announced that Pratap Singh 


would succeed him. In return, Pratap Singh yielded to the British demand of appointing 
a Resident. 
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MAHARAJAH SIR HARI SINGH 
23 September 1895 — 26 April 1961 


of the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir in the 


as the last ruling Maharaja 
British Raj and later India. 


EARLY LIFE 
Hari Singh was born on 23 September 1895 at the palace of Amar Mahal, Jammu, the 
only surviving son of Raja Amar Singh Jamwal, the brother of Maharaja Pratap Singh, 
then the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir in a Dogra Rajput family. Since the 
Maharaja had no issue, Hari Singh was heir to the throne of Jammu and Kashmir. 

In 1903, Hari Singh served as a page of honour to Lord Curzon at the grand Delhi 
Durbar. At the age of thirteen, he was sent to Mayo College in Ajmer. A year later, in 
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i i iti i in hi tion and 
1909, his father died, and the British took a keen interest in his educa 
appointed Major H. K. Brar as his guardian. After Mayo College, Hari Singh went to the 
British-run Imperial Cadet Corps at Dehradun for military training. 


Maharaja Pratap Singh appointed him as the commander-in-chief of the State Forces 
in 1915. 


PERSONAL LIFE 


The "youthful escapades" of Hari Singh included paying £300,000 for ble 
prostitute in Paris in 1921. That issue had resulted in a court case in London in 


during which the India Office tried to keep his name out of proceedings by arranging for 
him to be referred to as "MrA." 


Singh was known as a lavish spender of money. The funeral of his uncle and forme 
ruler Pratap Singh is believed to have expended much gold and jewellery in the funera 
pyre. 

Singh married four times as his first three wives failed to give birth to his heirs. Bagel 
them died within a few years of childlessness allowing Hari Singh to immediately ta x 
anew bride. With his last wife, Tara Devi Sahiba of Kangra, he hada son, Karan Singh. 
REIGN 


Following the death of his uncle Pratap Singh in 1925, Hari Singh ascended the throne 
of Jammu and Kashmir. He made primary education compulsory in the state, 
introduced laws prohibiting child marriage, and opened places of worship to the low 
castes. : 

The Seal of Maharaja Hari Singh had a C 
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sat below the crown. Two soldiers held the flags. An image of the sun was between 
them, that symbolised his Rajput lineage from Lord Surya, the Hindu Sun God. 


1931 Kashmir agitation & Kashmir Martyrs’ Day. Hari Singh was believed to have been 
hostile towards the Indian National Congress, in part because of the close friendship 
between Kashmiri political activist and socialist Sheikh Abdullah and the Congress 
leader Jawaharlal Nehru. He also opposed the Muslim League and its members’ 
communalist outlook, as represented by their two-nation theory. 


PARTITION AND ACCESSION 
In 1947, after India gained independence from British rule, Jammu and Kashmir could 
d independent. Hari Singh originally 


have joined India, joined Pakistan, or remaine i 
manoeuvred to maintain his independence by playing off both India and Pakistan. 
There was a widespread belief that rulers of the princely states, in deciding to accede 
to India or Pakistan, should respect the wishes of the population, but few rulers took 
any steps to consult on such decisions.'citation needed’ Pashtun tribesmen from 
Pakistan then invaded Kashmir and defeated Hari Singh's forces. Hari Singh 
appealed to India for help. Although the Indian Prime Minister Nehru was ready to 
send troops, the Governor-General of India, Lord Mountbatten of Burma, advised the 
Maharaja to accede to India before India could sendits troops. Hence, considering the 
emergency situation, the Maharaja signed the Instrument of Accession on 26 October 
1947, joining the whole of his princely state (including Jammu, Kashmir, Northern 
Areas, Ladakh, Trans-Karakoram Tract and Aksai Chin) to the Dominion of India. 
These events triggered the first Indo-Pakistan War. ee 

Pressure from Nehru and Sardar Patel eventually compelled Hari Singh to appoint his 
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son and heir, Yuvraj (Crown Prince) Karan Singh, as Prince Regent of Jammu and 
Kashmir in 1949, although he remained the titular Maharaja of the state until 1952, 
when the monarchy was abolished by Nehru's government. He was also forced to 
appoint the popular Kashmiri leader Sheikh Abdullah as the prime minister of Kashmir. 
He had a contentious relationship with both Nehru and Abdullah. Karan Singh was 
appointed 'Sadr-e-Riyasat' (‘Head of State’) in 1952 and Governor of the State in 


1964. Abdullah would later be dismissed from his position as prime minister of 
Kashmir and jailed by Karan Singh. 


Nehru and Abdullah conspired to banish Singh from Jammu and Kashmir and forced 
him to live in exile in Bombay. Singh spent his final days in Bombay. He died on 26 April 
1961, after fourteen years of his banishment. As per his will, his ashes were brought to 


Tamm and spread all over Jammu and Kashmir and immersed in the Tawi River at 
ammu. 


MIAN DEEDO 
shmir state by Maharaja Gulab Singh in 


1846-47, the modern Jammu region was divided into twenty-two principalities. It 
was Raja Ranjit Dev (1733-82) of Jammu who conquered most of the states of the 
Jammu region and established his sovereignty in these states. But after the death of 
Raja Ranjit Dev, the grandeur of the Jammu Raj started to decline. The war of 
succession started between Brijraj Dev and Dalel Singh, the two sons of Raja Ranjit 
Dev. Consequently, the political stability of Jammu was threatened by both the internal 


and external forces. The Sikh Mislis of Punjab bec 
the political crisis of Jammu. However, it was the Sukarcha 
who made Jammu as his tributary state. But when, Maharaja Ranji 
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Mahan Singh established Lahore Darbar in the early 19th century he started the 
process of the annexation of the Jammu hill states to the Lahore Darbar. First 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh attacked Jammu in 1800-01 and compelled the Raja Jit Singh 
of Jammu to accept the sovereignty of the Lahore Darbar. In 1808 again Jammu was 
attacked and conquered by Sardar Hukam Singh Chimni, a commander of an army of 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. In 1612 Maharaja Ranjit Singh annexed the Jammu state to 
Lahore Darbar and assigned Jammu to his son Kharak Singh in Jagir. 

Although with the annexation of the Jammu to the Lahore Darbar the rule of the 
indigenous dynasty of Jammu came to an end and both the civil and military 
administration came in the hands of the officers of the Lahore Darbar, the local leaders 
of Jammu along with common people resented the establishment of the rule of Lahore 
Darbar in Jammu. The most effective and long-lasting resistance against the rule of 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh was made by Mian Dido. He was a Jamwal Rajput and acted as 
a champion of the cause of common people of Jammu. He was a propagator of the 
regional identity of Jammu in socio-political and economic terms. He was the son Mian 
Hazara Singh of Jagti village of Jammu. It is known that when Mian Hazara Singh 
Started to train his son as a swordsman and archer from his childhood. From the days 
of his childhood, Mian Dido started the hunting of the wild animals and brave deeds 
became his hobby. 

When Jammu came under the political domination of the Lahore Darbar, Mian Dido 
was very much disturbed and tried to know the cause of the surrender of the political 
sovereignty of Jammu to Lahore Darbar from his father Mian Hazara Singh. But the 
latter ignored the query of Mian Dido. However, Mian Dido decided to restore the 
regional political identity and unite the people of Jammu against the Lahore Darbar. 


7 Tia <=> age 
One day he left his house without informing his parents. The latter failed to trace his 
whereabouts. But in the night Mian Dido he came to his house in the appearance of a 
warrior. He organised a group of young men and started the process of spreading 
socio-economic consciousness among the common people. He directed his fellows to 
start guerrilla warfare against the political authorities and save the people from the 
economic exploitative activities of the moneéylenders (Sahukars). Since the 
moneylenders were understood to be the worst exploiters of the peasantry during the 
19th century, Mian Dido's initiatives against them received tremendous social support 
in the hills of Jammu. A large number of oral traditions pertaining to Mian Dido's works 

. for the welfare of the common people are popular nowadays in Jammu region. 

More importantly, Mian Dido waged war against Maharaja Ranjit Singh's rule in 
Jammu. With the support of the common people of the region, he frustrated the tax 
collection process of the officials. Maharaja Ranjit Singh used a huge force under the 
command of Diwan Bhawani Das to contain the popular resistance of Mian Dido in 
1810. But the Diwan succeeded only in establishing his domination in Jammu town 
and failed to minimise the influence of Mian Dido in large areas of Jammu hills. The 


resistance against the Prince Kharak Singh was continued by him. Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh sent some very competent army commanders to capture Mian Dido and spent 
But all efforts of the Maharaja were 


huge wealth for the suppression his resistance. A NS 
frustrated by Mian Dido and most of the time he escaped his capture. Mian Dido's 
activities inspired the other social groups of Jammu to fight against the Lahore Darbar. 
The Chibs and Bhows also started a tough resistance against the rule of Maharaja 
Singh. The fame of Mian Dido became the dominant socio-political trend of Jammu. 
He emerged as a folk hero Jammu. He was followed by several other powerful local 
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uch as Mian Bhup Dev and Mian Jawahar Singh. The contemporary 
aoei such as Ganesh Das Badehra, the author of Rajdarshani and G.C. Syt, 
the author of Reigning Family of Lahore record the failure of the military ee : 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh against Mian Dido. According to Ganeshdas Badehra, ora 
Sardars were sent by the Sarkar of Lahore at the head of as many as ten thous 
jawans to quell revolts (raised under the leadership of Mian Dido), yet lawlessness aia 
notsubside, rather the fire flared up the more.” Several ballads are composed in praise 
of the chivalry of Mian Dido against the force of the Lahore Darbar. One of the following 


oral traditions in Dogri language narrates the challenged posed by Mian Dido against 
Lahore Darbar: 


“Samne khadoi MianDido Lalkar he ditta 

Beria daiya chodi de, sadi kandi chodi de 

Apne Manje da mulk samhal, apne Lahaure da mulk samhal 

Pagdi talwar Mian Dido hall je kitta 

Badi Badi mundian beri diyan range garne naal 

Ladkan bal garne naal, hath audan nahi Dido Jamwal” ; 
The abovementioned oral tradition may be translated as: Mian Dido hurled his 


challenge on the enemy. He asked them to clear his land and mind their Lahore and 


Majha. Mian Dido fell upon them with his sword and struck their heads in the 'garna 
bushes. Dido Jamwal was not easy to be captured. 


When all the weapons of Maharaja Ranjit Singh failed to capture Mian Dido, t 
Maharaja decided to use the services of his Dogra commander Gulab Singh. Itis 
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established that Gulab Singh joined the Lahore Darbar and served it very successfully. 
Impressed with the ees of Gulab Singh Maharaja Ranjit Singh ordered him to go 
to Jammu and suppress the challenge of Mian Dido. Gulab Singh was Sam 
Jammu in Jagir Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Gulab Singh came to Jammu and sta ae 
actions against Mian Dido. But he found it very difficult to contain the poput 
resistance of Mian Dido. Consequently, Gulab Singh used diplomatic methods. lae 
isolated Mian Dido from the common people and attacked Mian Dido. He ya: so 
dead by Gulab Singh in the Trikuta hills. But his works are well preserved In 

traditions of Jammu. He is treated as a hero ofthe com 


mon Dogras of the Jammu. 


CC-0° Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


BABA JITTO 
A Rare Precedent of Self-sacrifice 


s delineated in a Dogri chronicle, Jitto was born in a semi-hilly village, Aghar, 6 lan. 

from Kafra (Jammu) in 1420. He was married to Maya who hailed from a nearby 
village. Unfortunately, she died, soon after giving birth to a baby girl. With this tragedy, 
for Jitto, the worshipper of Ma Vaishno, began sea of troubles and sufferings. His aunt 
Joja was an extremely cruel and selfish woman. She had only one plan in her mind — 
to get rid of.Jitto and grab the entire ancestral property for her seven sons. Her sons, 
all fools and worthless, were also party to their deceitful mother's intrigue. They made 
the life of Jitto and his tender daughter Gauri miserable. They destroyed the ripe, fully 
grown crops of Jitto, scared away his cattle and made him object of ridicule and taunts. 


Se 
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Once, the sons of Joja tried to push Jitto down the hill to kill him. But luckily he survived. 
Joja did not spare even Jitto's daughter. She would often be intimidated and scolded. 
Joja even tried to poison both father and the daughter. In this miserable state, Jitto 
thought ofa person who was known to him — Rulho Luhaar of village Panj ore, near 
Jhi1Ti Shamachak (place where temple in the name of Baba Jitto and Bua Gauri 
exists) But in those days, journey from Aghar toPanjore was quite arduous. Jitto 
undertook this tough journey in 'the extremely scorchy month of June in 1457. He also 
had with him a pair of bulls anda plough besides his daughter. 


RULHO LUHAAR—A TRUE FRIEND 
Rulho Luhaar extended warm welcome to his friend, Jitto. Aware that he has left his 
village and was in search of employment with some landlord where he could offer his 
farming services, Rulho took Jitto to one Dhaggi (Ambalia) ofa townAmba Gadata. 
Dhaggi was a caretaker-cum-custodian ofa landlord, Mehta Veer Singh Rukwal. 
Mehta Veer Singh, the maternal uncle of Jammu's ruler Ajab Singh was also a senior 
officer in his administration. Jitto met Mehta Veer Singh. Mehta told Jitto — ‘You are a 
Brahmin, we will assign you the job of looking after a temple and you make your living 
out of the offerings and donations received in the temple. ' Jitto did not accept the 
proposal and seeing the arrogance in his nature, Mehta advised him to clean upa land 
of 9-10 Kanals in a nearby jungle and make it suitable for agriculture. Jitto was also 
asked to make an agreement under which he will cultivate the land and give 1/4 of the 
produce to the landlord. Jino worked hard, levelled and cleaned up the land within a 
few days. He also worked on a nearby pit and made it suitable to be used as a water 
tank. As expected, the barren land was convened into a fertile piece of land fit for 
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growing crops. His hard work and dedication brought him wide acclaim and respect 


from the people of the region. People believed that he was, undoubtedly, blessed with 
miraculous qualities and abilities. 


DECEITFUL LANDLORD MEHTA VEER SINGH 


The folklore says that the news of Jitto 's hard work and how he converted barren land 
into a productive piece of land reached Mehta Veer Singh. Mehta's men also told their 
master that the gold-like granules which Jitto had grown were suited for the royal 
kitchens and not an ordinary fanner like Jitto. Mehta too realised that he had 
committed a mistake in accepting1/4th of the produce under an agreement. But soonit 
occurred to him that the written agreement was in his possession. He destroyed the 
agreement and went to Jitto working in the fields. Seeing the heaps of wheat grains he 
turned greedy. Full of anger and greed, he ordered his men to take possession of half 
of the produce. Jitto was taken aback by Mehta's behaviour. He reminded Mehta of the 
written agreement between them as per which he could take only 1/4th of the produce. 
Mehta refused to accept the agreement. Jitto was totally shocked. He could not have 
imagined that such a respectable landlord of the region could stoop too low in his 
dealings. 

UNIQUE SACRIFICE 


It was the most testing moment for Jitto. He had to choose between complete 
surrender to the powerful and deceitful Mehta Veer Singh and laying down his life to 


protect his right and honour. This thought flashed in his mind like lightening. He rushed 
k his village Panjore. Mehta thought he was a poor Brahmin and had fled away out of 
ear. 
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Jitto reached his friend Rulho Luhaar's house, took a new dagger and rushed back to 
the fields. By then, Mehta 's men had already filled half of the grains in the bags. 
Mehta's men were surprised to see Jitto coming back. As they got aside, cutting the 
strings of all the bags Jitto spilled the grains in the entire field. He, then, stood atop the 
heap of grains. Mehta was shaken in utter disbelief. He tried to play another trick, 
offering him the gold rings he was wearing. But Jitto shot back, "Mehta, your greed has 
no limit. You are wolf in a man's garb, you are a man eater in the habit of devouring 
human blood. Look, | am mixing my own blood in the heap of grains. Take the entire 
produce of wheat. Saying this, Jitto stabbed himself in the heart. His gushing blood 
flowed into the wheat grains. The whole atmosphere was seething in blood and pain. 
Thus, Jitto's sacrifice on the Purnima day, Vikram samvat 1515 (June, 1458) 
unleashed a new ray of awakening for ‘rights’ in the land of Dogras. Jitto's eight year 
old daughter Gauri immolated herself on the pyre other dear father's body. 


(RAMNATH SHASTRI — TAVI DEEPIKA NOVEMBER 1986) jae 
Jhirri's Fair in the Martyr's Memory 'Duggar Ratna’ Baba Jitto immortalised himself in 
the annals of history a a Besar Of light inspiration and guiding force for the entire 
class of workers and farmers who suffer untotd misery and pain in the hands of ne 
Landlords and feudals, A fair is held every year at Jhirri near Jammu in the memos 

Baba Jitto, Khatri brothers of Sialkot built a memorial in his name. They had seen f 
Sacrifice Of Baba Jitto and immolation of his young daughter, The mohra' that they se 

Up in, the memorial are worshipped in this Kartik purnima festival. 
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LALESHWARI DEVI 
1320 - 1392 


Lal Dyad a Hindu Rishika. 
ee Dyad (), known as Laleshwari in o 

school of philosophy. She was the cre 
literally "speech" (from Sanskrit vaak) 
compositions and utilized in her hindu 


ther parts of the subcontinent, was in herself a 
ator of the style of mystic poetry called or Vakhs, 
. Known as Lal Vakhs, her verses are the earliest 
philosophy. Lal Ded is also known by various other 
names, including Lal Dyad (Dyad means "Grandmother"), Lalla Aarifa, Lal Diddi, 
Lalleshwari, Lalla Yogishwari/ Yogeshwari and Lalishri Lal Ded's works were first 
recorded in writing in the twentieth century, and have been frequently republished since, 


in Kashmiri as well as in translation in English, Saddly, we have forgotten and missed the 
great scholar and ardent Shiva worshiper who could have inspired us all. 
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SARSANGCHALAKS 


oo 
KESHAV BALIRAM HEDGEWAR 
4 April 1889 — 24 June 1940 


Wa the founding Sarsanghachalak of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS). Hedgewar founded the RSS in Nagpur in 1925, based on the ideology of 


Hindutva with the intention of creating a Hindu Rashtra. 
EARLY LIFE 
Hedgewar was bornon 4 April 1889 ina Telugu-speaking Des 


family in Nagpur. His parents were Baliram Pant Hedgewar an 
modest means. When Hedgewar was thirteen both ofhis parents died in the epidemic 


of plague of 4902. Hedgewar's uncle ensured that he continued to receive a good 
education, and B.S. Moonje became a patron and a father-figure for the young 


hastha Rigvedi Brahmin 
d Revatibai, a couple of 
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Hedgewar. 


He studied at Neel City High School in Nagpur, from where he was expelled singing 
"Vande Mataram" in violation of the circular issued by the then British colonial 
government. As a result, he had to pursue his high school studies at the Rashtriya 
Vidyalaya in Yavatmal and later in Pune. After matriculating, he was sent to Kolkata by 
B. S. Moonje (a member of the Congress, who later became the President of the Hindu 
Mahasabha) in 1910 to pursue his medical studies. After passing the L.M.S. 
Examination from the National Medical College in June 1916, he completed a 
yearlong apprenticeship and returned to Nagpurin1917asa physician. 
IDEOLOGICAL ROOTS 

After completin 
which was infl 


FORMATION OF RSS 

Further information on RSS: Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 

Hedgewar participated in the Indian National Congress in the 1920s, but he became 
disillusioned with their policies and politics. He had been an active member of the 
party's volunteer division - Hindustani Seva Dal, the predecessor of the Congress 
Seva Dal. He witnessed the growing anti-national rioting that was spreading across 
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the Muslim community against the British and Hindus alike post the dissolution of the 
Ottoman Empire after World War One. He was deeply influenced by the writings of 
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, Babarao Savarkar, 
Arvind Ghosh and B. S. Moonje. He also read Mazzini and other enlightenment 
philosophers. He considered that the cultural and religious heritage of Hindus should 
be the basis of Indian nationhood. 

Hedgewar founded RSS in 1925 on the day of Vijayadashami with an aim to organise 
Hindu community for its cultural and spiritual regeneration and make it a tool for 
achieving complete independence for a united India. Hedgewar suggested the term 
'Rashtriya’ (national) for his Hindu organization, for he wanted to re-assert the Hindu 
identity with ‘Rashtriya’. Hedgewar supported the setting up of a women's wing of the 
organization in 4936 called Rashtra Sevika Samiti. 

Those that participated in the movement were called Swayamsevaks (meaning self 
servants). Early Swayamsevaks included Bhaiyaji Dani, Babasaheb Apte, M. S. 
Golwalkar, Balasaheb Deoras, and Madhukar Rao Bhagwat, among others. The 
Sangh (Community) was growing in Nagpur and the surrounding districts, and it soon 
began to spread to other provinces. Hedgewar went to a number of places and 
inspired the youths for taking up Sangh work. Gradua 
to endearingly call him ‘Doctor ji. 


After founding the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh in 1925, Hed 

healthy distance from Indian Independence movement as led by Gandhi. Instead he 
encouraged local Swayamsevaks to participate on their own accord with the struggle. 
This lack of enthusiasm in the Independence Movement is heavily criticised by Anti- 
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RSS groups. According to some sources, Hedgewar was actively discouraging RSS 
cadres to not join the movement which was led by Gandhi. The RSS biographer C. P. 
Bhishikar states, "after establishing Sangh, Doctor Saheb in his speeches used to talk 
only of Hindu organization". Direct comment on (British) Government used to be 
almost nil." When the Congress passed the Purna Swaraj resolution in its Lahore 
session in December 1929, and called upon all Indians to cẹlebrate 26 January 1930 
as Independence Day, Hedgewar issued a circular asking all the RSS shakhas to 
observe the occasion through hoisting and worship of the Bhagwa Dhwaj (saffron 
flag), rather than the Tricolor (which was, by consensus, considered the flag of the 
Indian national movement at that time). 1930 was the only year when the RSS 
celebrated 26 January and it stopped the practice from the next year onwards. 
However, such celebration became a Standard feature of the freedom movement and 
often came to mean violent confrontation with the official police. C. P. Bhishikar states, 

[In April 1930], Mahatma Gandhi gave a call for 'Satyagraha' against the British 
Government. Gandhi himself launched the Salt Satyagraha undertaking his Dandi 
Yatra. Dr. Hedgewar decided to participate only individually and not let the RSS join 


the freedom movement officially. He sent information everywhere that the Sangh will 
not participate in the Satyagraha. However those wishing to participate individually in 
itwere not prohibited. 


Hedgewar emphasized that he participated in the Civil Disobedience movement of 
1930 in an individual capacity, and not as a RSS member. His concern was to keep the 
RSS out of the political arena. According to Hedgewar's biography, when Gandhi 
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launched the Salt Satyagraha in 1930, he sent information everywhere that the RSS 
will not participate in the Satyagraha. However those wishing to participate individually 
in it were not prohibited. For Hedgewar India was an ancient civilisation, and the 
freedom struggle was an attempt to re-establish a land for the Hindus after almost 800 
years of foreign rule, primarily by the Mugals and then by the British. The tri-colour 
according to Hedgewar did not encaptulate the ancient past of India. 

Hedgewar insisted that the RSS must only be involved with "man-making". Hedgewar 
was Critical of Hindu society and its degeneration over the centuries with its out-dated 
and often backward practices. The RSS, he wrote, must be completely devoted to 
establishing men of character and worthy of respect the world over. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF RASHTRA SEVIKA SAMITI 

Laxmibai Kelkar was the founder of the Rashtra Sevika Samiti. Before establishing the 
organization, Kelkar visited Dr. K.B. Hedgewar, the founder of the RSS, in 1936 and 
had along discussion to persuade him regarding the need for starting a women's wing 
in the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh itself. Hedgewar, though, continued to restrict 
membership of the RSS to men. However, Hedgewar advised Laxmibai Kelkar to 
establish an entirely separate organization that would be autonomous and 
independent of the RSS, as both groups were ideologically identical. Hedgewar 
promised Kelkar unconditional solidarity, support and guidance for the Samithi. 
Following this, Kelkar established the Rashtra Sevika Samiti at Wardha on 25 October 


1936. 
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DEATH AND LEGACY 


His health deteriorated in later years of his life. Often he suffered from chronic back 
pain. He started delegating his responsibilities to M. S. Golwalkar, who later 


succeeded him as Sarsanghachalak of RSS. In January 1940, he was taken to Rajgir 
in Bihar for the hot-spring treatment. 


He attended the annual Sangh Shiksha Varg (officer training camp) in 1940, where he 
gave his last message to Swayamsevaks, saying: 'I see before my eyes today a 
miniature Hindu Rashtra." He died on the morning of 21 June 1940 in Nagpur. His last 
rites were performed in the locality of Resham Bagh in Nagpur, which was later 
developed as Hedgewar Smruti Mandir. 

Hedgewar was described as "a great son of Mother India" by former President of India 
Pranab Mukherjee during his visit to Hedgewar's birthplace in Nagpur. 


———— a 
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MADHAVRAO SADASHIVRAO GOLWALKAR 
49 February 1906 — 5 June 1973 


GURUJI: THE SECOND RSS CHIEF 
adhavrao Sadashivrao Golwalkar was the second Sarsanghchalak of the RSS. 
He is commonly known in Sangh parleys as Guruji. This name was initially used 
by his students in Banaras Hindu University where he used to teach. 
His father’s name was Sadashivrao who was 4 teacher and his mother was 
Lakshmibai. They lived in Nagpur. In his childhood, he was also called ‘Madhu’ 
lovingly. Nagpur was a province of modern Madhya Pradesh when Golwalkar was 


born there. Although his mother tongue was Marathi but as his father was posted 
frequently in Hindi-speaking areas, SO Madhu had good command over Hindi. He was 
` ` A 2 = 


. 


~ . . e, - 
ee. WY a 
* E z 


equally good in English too. H. V. Seshadri recalled in a biographical sketch, 
“"Madhavrao was a sharp boy with prodigious memory. Once his school teacher Prof. 
Gardener was teaching the Bible. Madhavrao interrupted saying, "Sir, the reference 
given by you is not correct. Actually it should have been like this... e" And saying thus, 
he uttered another sentence. All the students and Prof. Gardener were amazed. But 
when it was cross-checked with the Bible, he was found to be correct. At the end of the 
class, the Professor gave him a fond pat on the back. This incident served as a witness 
to his qualities like exceptional memory, courage and unshakable self-confidence. His 


memory served him till his last day. Even today, throughout the country, people recall 
anecdotes of his phenomenal memory. 


Madhavrao completed his intermediate studies in 1924 and went to Banaras Hindu 
University to do B.Sc. Seshadri recounts another interesting anecdote that provides 
glimpse to Guruji's some lesser known extraordinary aspects during his younger days, 
The huge repository of invaluable books in the library there was as if waiting to 
quench his thirst for knowledge. Madhavrao started reading the books, through and 
through, one by one. One day his toe was bitten by a scorpion, but he very casually cut 
that portion of his foot, dipped that foot in potassium permanganate solution and 
resumed his study Amazed at this, one of his friends asked, "How do you manage to 
study despite such severe pain?" Madhavra0 replied, "Well, the scorpion has bitten 


my foot, not my mind!" Later on also, people have many a times witnessed his tranquil 
tolerance under most excruciating physical pains." 


He returned to Nagpur after completing his Masters in Zoology with first class and a 
few months later, opted to go for research in Chennai. In 1929, as his father retired 
from the service, it resulted in financial stress on the family. Madhavrao had to leave 
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his research work and return to Nagpur. 
Madhavrao began teaching at Banaras Hindu University (BHU) from August 1931. He 
was a popular teacher among students. He was known for providing financial 
assistance and textbooks for needy students. More than often he ended up spending a 
significant part of his salary to help students. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Founder 
of BHU, was fond of him. 

Golwalkar came in contact with the RSS through a Swayamsevak from Nagpur, 
Bhaiyyaji Dani, who was sent there as a student by Dr. Hedgewar. He became the 
Palak (Guardian) of that Shakha. After finishing his term at BHU, Guruji returned to 
Nagpur and completed his study of law. 

In Nagpur, Dr. Hedgewar was constantly in touch with Golwalkar and motivated him to 
get increasingly involved with the RSS. In 1934, he was appointed as Sarvadhikari 
(officer-in-charge) of Sangh Shiksha Varga (Officer's Training 
By now, his parents had started thinking about his marriage. 
Guruji's mother put forth the proposal for i 

marrying, their Golwalkar family lineage woul ist - he being the only 
surviving son. Shri Guruji replied, "In the present situation, itis necessary that, for the 
welfare of the society, if the family lineages of not only me but sever: 
are terminated, | am not inthe least worried.” The debate over his marriage ended then 
and there.” 

Meanwhile, Golwalkar came 
Bhaskareshvarananda in Nag 
told him that Swami Akhandananda, 4 


in contact with Sri Ramakrishna Ashram's Swami 
pur. There he became close to SriAmitabh Maharaj and 
direct disciple of revered Sri Ramakrishna 
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Paramahansa, was staying at the Sargachi Ashram in the then Bengal. 


He quietly left for Sargachi in search of a spiritual guide in 1936. In Sargachi, he 


immersed himself in the service of Swami Akhandananda, who was quite old and 
indisposed. 


After six months, Swamiji decided to initiate him into the Order. The experience was 
overwhelming as he himself described, "| have received the blessings onegets after 


innumerable births. My bodv felt thrilled all over and | am finding myself an altogether 
changed person." 


In Februarv 1937, the revered Swamiji passed away after which Golwalkar spent 


some time in Ramakrishna Ashram, Belur Math. Then along with Amitabh Nlaharaj, he 
returned to Nagpur. 


In Nagpur, Golwalkar found his right calling and immersed himself in organisational 
work of the RSS from 1938 under the mentorship of Dr. Hedgewar. Golwalkar 
explained it later, "Like spirituality, organization of the Nation has towards it my 
inclination from early days. | believe that | would be in a better position to achieve it 
successfully being a part of the Sangh. Hence, | have dedicated myself to the activities 


of the Sangh. In the light Of the insight and practical approach of Swami Vivekananda, 
I think my decision is appropriate." 


In 1940, after the death of Dr. Hedgewar, he became the Sarsanghchalak. For the next 
30 years, he covered the Country twice travelling to almost every nook and corner of 
the country relentlessly to expand the footprints of the RSS. Most of the frontal 
organisations of the RSS came into existence during his tenure as the RSS Chief. 


According to Seshadri, "It was but natural that this superhuman effort and hard work of 
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Shri Guruji would finally take its toll on his health. By the time Shri Guruji turned 60, his 
health started deteriorating. In May 4970' a lump was noticed in his chest. It was 
diagnosed to be Cancerous. Even then he decided to get it treated only after his 
already scheduled tour of May and June was completed." 

Dr. Praful Desai, who operated upon him at Tata Cancer Hospital, was not an RSS 
worker. But he wrote, "Iwas wondering how Shri Guruji would be able to take such an 
intense and long surgery at 65. But the calmness, courage and cooperation with which 
he went through the whole procedure, with the smile never leaving his face, it was 
amazing. He started walking around the very next day." He lost no time in getting back 
to his gruelling schedule and started travelling extensively again. 

Meanwhile, by the end of 4971, he started feeling seriously unwell. Seshadri recalls an 
intimate discussion and an interesting incident inthe history of the RSS at this juncture 


when the issue of changing the name of organisation was discussed. "He (Golwalkar) 
his last discussions with the prominent 


felt, his end was nearing. He decided to have 
Swayamsevaks as per the Hindu tradition. 

Accordingly, in the Tatvajnana Vidyapeeth at Thane in Maharashtra, run by 
honourable (now late) Pandurang Shastri Athawale ji, the programme was organized. 
t during the Abhyas Varg (study camp) of the prominent 
workers deployed in various activities aimed at narturing the true national spirit. There 
were suggestions that if the Sangh adopted the word Bharatiya instead of Hindu, it 
would absolve it of the charge that it was communal. Shri Guru}! presented the Hindu 
thought in its positive aspect and removed all the doubts on this issue with reasoning 
based on historic perspective and his personal experience. Along with this, he also 
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discussed in depth other ideologies and did a comparative study of other belief 
systems and elaborately explained how the Hindu philosophy alone is capable of 


ensuring the highest standard of welfare for the humanity and yield permanent 
happiness.’ 


On March 25, 1973, he addressed members of the Akhil Bharatiya Pratinidhi Sabha at 
Nagpur attended by the most important functionaries of the RSS from all over the 
country. He had to struggle hard to speak but he still managed to speak for 40 minutes. 
He said, "The single aim of all our different endeavours should be to make our nation 
stand high commanding worldwide respect for our country.’ 


“Whatever be the atmosphere, tread on your path with this faith that the word ‘Hindu’ 
will be recognized all over one day." He concluded his speech saying, Vijay Hi Vijay 
Hai (ever victorious). This was his last public address. His health deteriorated further. 

The way Golwalkar pushed his limits for the organisational cause almost became a 
legend and is still recalled on every possible occasion in the RSS by millions of 
Swayamsevaks. Seshadri has given an authentic account of his last few days. "In 
Nagpur, in May (1973), the Third Year Shiksha Varga of the Sangh was going on. It 
was impossible for Shri Guruji to make it to the Varga. Hence, in keeping with his 
strong urge, it was arranged that Swayamsevaks province-wise were called into the 
Sangh Karyalaya to meet him. There he got acquainted with them and emotionally 
appealed to them to carry on the Sangh work whole-heartedly and steadfast. The 
programme lasted from 16th May to 25th May. Later even that could not be carried on. 
The Swayamsevaks from various parts of the country and other eminent personalities 
from all walks of life kept pouring into the Sangh Karyalaya to enquire about his health. 
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On the 3rd of June, when the Sanchalika of Rashtra Sevika Samiti, respected Mausi 
Kelkar called upon him, he meaningfully said, “lam fully ready.” On the evening of 4t 
June, when the workers attending upon him came with a bottle of oil to give him 
massage: but itwas empty. He jokingly said, 

It's over now! Good. Tomorrow, who will be there for massage?" On Sth June in the 
morning, he took his bath and meditated sitting on his usual seat, Later at 9.30 in the 
night, he breathed his last and his soul got liberated from the shackles of the mortal 


body." 

On the morning of June 6, three sealed letters, written by Golwalkar, were opened and 
read. The first letter was read by the Sanghchalak of Maharashtra province 
Babasaheb Bhide, which mentioned that Balasaheb Deoras was to be given the 
charge of Sarsanghchalak after Golwalkar. The other two letters were read by 


Balasaheb Deoras. 
In the second letter, he had indicated that it was not desir 
erected for anyone other than that of the founder ofthe Sangh, Dr. Hedgewal. 


The third letter by Golwalkar read: "If | have ever knowingly oF unknowingly caused 
hurt to anyone, to all of them I tender my apologies with folded hands. 


A composition of Saint Tukaram was also mentioned in this letter: 


"O Saints! Please forward my lastrequest 
To the God that He might not forget me. 

He knows everything; what may I say more. 
Tukaram says his head placed on His feet 

I may always remain under the shadow of His grace, 
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able that a memorial be 


is body was laid by the side of the memorial of Dr. Hedgewar in Reshambag, 
Ree on a Syre amade of sandalwood Later/ the Saffron Flag of the RSS 
washoisted and thousands of Swayamsevaks and others who gathered there recite 
the RSS prayer in grief-struck tone. Seshadri comments appropriately, Now 
Reshambag is home to two great personalities in their Chaitanya form. Dr. Hedgewar 
sitting in the form of his image is on the upper floor of Smriti-Mandir and Shri Guruji, like 


the sage Dadhichi (who sacrificed his body for the welfare of Gods and mankind), as a 
Smriti Chinha (a symbolic memory)." 


The statue of Dr. Hedgewar seems to be saying, "My selection was just right. Shri 
Guruji has spread the glory of the Sangh worldwide." 


BALASAHEB DEORAS 
December 11, 1915 - 17 June 1996 


THE THIRD RSS CHIEF heb D tom 
adhukar Dattatraya Deoras, commonly known as Balasaheb Deoras, was 

M on December 11,1916 in Nagpur, Maharashtra to Dattatraya Krishnarao Deoras 
and Parvathibai. His brother Bhaurao Deoras was also a Pracharak and senior 
functionary of the RSS. ; 

Balasaheb was educated in New English High School. He matriculated from Berar 
Board of Secondary Education of the Central Provinces in 1931 c ear 
Then he took admission in Moris College (now Nagpur Mahavidyalaya) he Nagpur 
from the same college and later completed LL.B. degree wee , 
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University. He was associated with the RSS right since its inception. 


Inspired by Dr. Hedgewar, Balasaheb decided to devote his life for the RSS and 
became a Pracharak. His first stint, as a Pracharak, was in the pre-partition Bengal. 
He was appointed as the Sahsarkaryavaha (Joint General Secretary) of the RSS in 
1946. In 1965, he was eleva-ed to the position of the Sarkaryavah (General 
Secretary). After the demise of the second RSS Chief, Guruji, he became the 
Sarsanghchalak on June 5, 1973. 
Balasaheb's family hailed from Andhra Pradesh but was settled in Nagpur. He had 
three siblings — one brother and two sisters. One of the major contributions of the 
Third RSS Chief was his crusade against untouchability. His declaration, made in 
1974, that, "If untouchability is not wrong, nothing in the world is wrong", fired the 
imagination of Swayamsevaks and provide a great fillip to the national efforts to fight 
the menace of untouchability, a major curse of the Indian social system. 
An organiser par excellence, he led the spectacular fight against Emergency, imposed 
by the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. The RSS was banned by Gandhi but under 
Balasaheb's dynamic and pragmatic leadership, the RSS led the fight against this 
draconian step from the front despite being put behind bars like several other leaders. 
Political commentator Muzaffar Hussain wrote in newspaper article in 1996, "Indian 
politics experienced its first internal upheaval with the declaration of the Emergency in 
June 1975. This was the second time RSS was banned during Deoras' career and the 
first for him to face in his capacity as the Sarsanghchalak. The whole of India was 
turned into a veritable jail. | need not repeat what the Sangh had to go through. 
Balasaheb, however' gave it a positive turn. while in jail, | had the opportunity to react 


is 
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with the leaders and activists of many banned Muslim Organisations including the 
Jamaat-e-Islami. As a result, the two parties came closer not only in their thinking and 
responses but also in their (lay-to-clay dealings. Bv their conduct, the RSS Adhikaris 
dispelled the Muslims’ apprehension that the RSS was their enemy. It was the first 
miracle Balasaheb achieved by giving a positive turn to the Muslim perception of the 
Sangh. After being acquainted with the ideology of the RSS, hitherto dubbed a body of 
militant Hindus, leaders. of the Jamaat-e-Islami came to conclusion that, barring 
image-worship. There was no fundamental difference in Islam and Sanatan Dharma. 
The jail during the Emergency became a turning point where the impasse between the 
two communities came to an end and paved the way fora dialogue." 

An online article published in 2012 at one of the RSS affiliated websites explained 
working style of Balasaheb Deoras: "Gifted with a profoundly critical intellect, Balasaheb 
gave a much-needed fillip to the process of a direct dialogue with workers at different 
levels. He himself would sit for long hours seeking answers to a number of doubts arising 
in the minds of Swayamsevaks. This two- way intellectual feedback proved very useful in 
firming up the conviction of the rank and file of the Sangh Parivar. Such an organisational 
direction was particularly needed in view of the fast-changing intellectual agenda at the 
national level, with the phenomenal rise of Hindu awareness and Hindutva coming up to 


Centre stage. 

Balasaheb continued as Sarsanghchalak til 
health paving the way for Prof. Rajendra S 
RSS, a Sarsanghchalak had announced a successor wh 
of a will' being made Public posthumously. 
After continuous deterioration in health, Deoras 


1 1994 after which he stepped down due to ill 
ingh to replace him. For the first time in the 
en alive. Earlier the practice was 


passed away on 17 June 1996. 
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PROF. RAJENDRA SINGH (RAJJU BHAIYA) 
29 January 1922 — 14 July 2003 


THE FOURTH RSS CHIEF 


© July 19, 2003, Swami Chinmayananda Union Minister of State of Home Affairs 
in the Atal Behari Vajpayee-led NDA government wrote in English daily The 
Pioneer, | was to learn of the sad demise of Raju Bhaiya on July 14, 2003. It was not 
easy for me. The way he discharged his important responsibilities as a teacher, 
Pracharak, and RSS Sarsanghchalak, with straight forwardness and simplicity, and 
inspired crores of Indians for a longtime, will always be remembered. As an individual, 
many of my emotional memories are linked with him. Today it seems quite expedient 
that while paying my homage to him, | should share my experiences with the public." 
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life of Rajju Bhaiya very well in this 


obituary. Prof. Rajendra Singh, popularly called Rajju Bhaiya, was born in 
Bulandshahar, Uttar Pradesh on January 29, 1922. His father Balbir Singh was the 
first Indian to be selected for the Indian Engineering Service. 

Rajju Bhaiya received his primary education in Nainital; later, he studied in the 
Allahabad University. He was a student of Physics andAtomic Science was his special 
subject. His post-graduation answer papers were checked by Indian Nobel Laureate 


Dr. C.V. Raman. 
Itis said that Dr. Raman was so impressed with his answers that he invited him to do 
research under him. Meanwhile, he also received an invitation for the appointment to 
the post of lecturer. Instead of accepting the proposal of research, he accepted the 


post of lecturer and taught in the University of Allahabad up to 1965. In 1966, he 
s remained detached from all 


became a Pracharak of the RSS. Raju Bhaiya always ren ro 
materialistic pleasures and, therefore, wanted nothing for himself. He used minimum 
possible clothes. Due to his nature, his father got a house constructed for him at Civil 
Lines, Allahabad, but he donated it to an educational institution, Saraswati Shishu 


Mandir. 

It is also said that as his father and family members were probably under the 
impression that Rajju Bhaiya would donate whatever would be given to him for one of 
the social organisations, so he was not given any share of his paternal property. 
According to Swami Chinmayananda, “He (Raju Bhaiya) always kept aloof nome 
family. In Allahabad he lived ina room of the same Shishu Mandir. He spent mosa p 
life in the offices of the Sangh. He was neither an account holder in any bank nor ai e 
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own even an inch of land. Simplicity of his nature and cordiality to even-one made him 


a man of his own style. In spite of his sincerity and complete dedication to the Sangh, 
he was liked by a large number of people in political parties. 


Working for the prestigious post of Sarsanghchalak, he was always cordial to all. 
Though physically he became sick, it never had any effect on his mind and intellect. He 
remained active till he was alive. He was always a supporter of education, Seva, 
Samarvata and harmony of thoughts. That is why, all the decisions taken by him as 
Sarsanghchalak helped the Sangh to widen its scope. His liberal thinking was widely 
supported. In spite of being a scholar of physics, his expression was always lucid.” 


Swami Chinmayananda recounts a very interesting personal experience, During the 
Ayodhya movement in 1989, when we were arrested by the Mulayam Singh 
Government, Rajju Bhaiya, Mahant Avaidyanath and | were keptin the guest house of 
Jim Corbett Park Though (Mulayam Singh) Yadav had made high-level arrangements 
for the arrested persons, Rajju Bhaiya used to wash and dry his clothes himself and 
keep them under his pillow so that they would need no ironing. Being diabetic, he had 
to take insulin, but he used to inject it himself. Sometimes he used to prepare tea for 
everyone. Often in the evening he used to go for a walk. We accompanied him up to a 
long distance in the forests of Jim Corbett followed by the police. He used to laugh and 
say, "Brother! We and Mahantji are old and we cannot run. And Chinmayananda can't 
leave us alone. Then why are you following us?" When constables said they were 
following us to protect us from wild animals, he said, "Tigers do live here, butyou 


should know that tigers never attack tigers. All three of us are tigers and we don't need 
any kind of protection!" 
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Rajju Bhaiya was deeply spiritual. He is known to have always kept an edition of 
Sunderkand Gutka with him. It was presented to him by Brahmachari Prabhu Dattji 
Maharaj. It had a small picture of Lord Hanuman inside. "On November 30, 1989, 
when a programme of marching towards the Ram temple was made by the Karsevaks 
in Ayodhya, inspite of being in Jim Corbett, he advised me and Mahantji to observe a 
fast and read Sunderkand so that no untoward incident took place there. When the 

problem of finding a copy of Sunderkand in the forest came up, he took out his Gutka 

and gave us. We read Sunderkand keeping that picture of Lord Hanuman in front of us 

which he always preserved," recalled Swami Chinmayananda. 

He was moved by the suffering of others and considered his duty to help them. Another 

incident recalled by Swami Chinmayananda reveals the emotional aspect of Raju 

Bhaiya in this regard. "Once | was travelling with him to Bhagalpur by Vikramshila 

Express for the inauguration of a Saraswati Shishu Mandir. We were travelling in an 


AC coach; the lower berths were reserved for us. At night, both of us went to sleep on 
those berths, In the morning, when | woke up, | saw someone else sleeping on his 
berth; he was seated in a corner. When | wanted him to tell me about the new guest, he 
gestured me to remain silent. It so happened that, as per daily routine, when he woke 


up at 6.00 a.m., he went to the toilet and felt that someone was hanging by the door 
handle of the coach. It was Winter. He opened the door and saw a voy of 9 or 10 
shivering in the cold, somehow managing a toehold on the steps. He asked him in and 
made him sleep on his birth. On the way, he got some milk supplied from somewhere. 
He woke up the boy, opened the thermos and gave him hot milk to drink, When his 
followers came to meet him in Patna, he handed over that boy to ther with instructions 
that after asking his address, arrangements be made to send him to his house,” 
— = s — he = = 
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On the first death anniversary of Rajju Bhaiya, the present RSS Chief Mohanrao 
Bhagwat, who was Sarkaryavah of the RSS at that time, provided one of the most 
insightful descriptions in an article titled "Sangh work first | come later" in the RSS' 
weekly, publication ‘Organiser’. 


"The prime qualities that Rajju Bhaiya had were to love all, treat all as his own, take 
everybody along with him, stay steadfast on truth, tell what the truth is and adopt 
simplicity. On the basis of these qualities, he had laid some principles of good 
behaviour, like treating all in the same manner. Without being influenced with age, 
status, eminence of a person, but treating each person as an individual, was his first 
principle. Many examples Of this nature were seen in his life. 

Once a Swayamsevak from a village of Chandrapur district in Maharashtra brought his 
younger brother for admission to a college in Pune. By then, Rajju Bhaiya had 
relinquished his duties as Sarsanghchalak to hand them over to Sudarshan ji as he 
himself was recuperating his health at Kaushik Ashram. The Vibhag Pracharak of 
Chandrapur district had also given him a letter and telephone numbers of some 
prominent people. The Swayamsevak reached Pune with his brother at 4 O'clock in the 
morning. He had come to Pune for the first time. On seeing their village outfits and 
style of talking when seeking the address, a tough-looking goonda began to stalk 
them. Both the brothers became frightened. They began making frantic phone calls to 
the local Sangh workers from a nearby telephone booth. Everyone who was contacted 
would invariably ask, "Where are you? Somehow or the other come to my house OF 
reach the Sangh Karyalaya (RSS Office)." But they were terribly terrified, not knowing 
what to do. They were not able to tell even from which place they were calling. They 
even dialled the number of Kaushik Ashram. It was about 5.30 a.m. at that moment. 
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Rajju Bhaiya himself picked up the phone. Without any fanfare, the Swayamsevak 
spoke out directly, "I am a Swayamsevak from Pipali village of Chandrapur district. | 


want to talk to Rajju Bhaiya." 
Rajju Bhaiya replied, "Yes. Tell me what do you wan 


The Swayamsevak explained the sequence 
standing nearly and over- hearing their talk. 
anywhere. Rajju Bhaiya replie 


give you?" The Swayamseva 
shouting on the phone, Rajju Bhaiya said, "You try to stall him there. | will send the 


police righf now." Rajju Bhaiya had said this in such a loud tone that the goon standing 


close to the phone heard it and quietly slipped away. 

Later, the Swayamsevak met Rajju Bhaiya and narrated the entire incident. If you look 
at it from the Practical point of view, then you see that on one side was an Ordinary 
Swayamsevak from an unknown village andon the other side was the former 
Sarsanghchalak, who was concerned for the Swayamsevak as an individual and not 
because he was big or small, a city-dweller, a village Karyavah ora Sarkaryavah. 
Why did he do this? He told me the following when | became Sarkaryavah. He said, 
"All people are basically nice. One should deal with every person by believing in his 
goodness. Anger, jealousy, etc. are offshoots of his past experiences, which affect his 
behaviour. Primarily, every person is nice and everyone is reliable. We should accept 


this when dealing with people.” 
ved helpful. He even said 


At least two to three times he told me that anger never pro 
the Sangh, he became angry twice or thrice and all the times he 


that during his work in 
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suffered some loss; gained nothing. | feel that to exercise control over one's anger and 
behaviour, one has to keep a well-balanced mind and this he had achieved. 


The capacity to treat all persons in the same manner and consider all people good and 


reliable helped him take many people along with him. He never mentioned his difficulties; 
he remained engrossed in Sangh activities. 


A few days ago, | went to attend a meeting of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad. During an 
informal discussion, Acharya Dharmendraji told me that once when Rajju Bhaiya was in 
Mumbai, he too happened to be there. When Acharya Dharmendraji went to meet Rajju 
Bhaiya, the latter was having his breakfast. The meal was so spicy that only one look at 
his face conveyed everything to Dharmendraji, who could not help remarking, "Raju 


Bhaiya, why are you swallowing this poison? What pleasure are you deriving from eating 
so much of chilies in the food?" 


Then Rajju Bhaiya opened his mouth to reveal his tongue. There were boils on his tongue. 
Acharya Dharmendra suggested him to ask for something else, like porridge for instance. 


But Raju Bhaiya replied, "No, a very old Swavamsevak has brought this meal for me with 


great love; that's why | am eating it." This shows that Rajju Bhaiya was more concerned 
about the Swayamsevak than for his own discomfort. 


Once Rajju Bhaiya came to Nagpur ona short tour. He was Sarkaryavah at that time and | 
was a Pracharak in Nagpur. Normally, when any Adhikari comes to Nagpur, his itinerary is 
chalked out for a continuous stay of two to three days. Hence, about five to six 
programmes were arranged for him to attend daily. That day, after attending his morning 
schedule, he reached the Sangh Karyalaya (RSS Office). | was accompanying him to 
escort him to his room when my hand inadvertently touched his hand. | felt as though | had 
touched the burning amber. | immediately took hold of his hand and felt his body burning 
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with fever. | said, "You have temperature.” He replied, “Don 
since the past two-three days." 
I said, "No, No, the schedule...” 
He cut me short, "No, don't cancel the p 
no strain on the body. | am able to walk and as l am ea 
attended all the programmes. 
He would keep himself in the backgroun 
second prime quality of his personality. In the modem times, | thin 
very essential for every Swayamsevak. 
Once in a semi-conscious state, Rajju B 

ork can be expedited 


"The Sangh work is increasing; need is for increasing the tempo. W 


only when each Swayamsevak gives supremacy to Sangh work. Let him be a student, a 
k has to accept that Sangh work comes 


householder or an ascetic, every Swayamseva 

first, while the rest is secondary. When such a situa ion i hed, the momentum of 

Sang work will get a fillip.” Rajju Bhaiya set the example with his own life: Sangh work 
irst; 

| come second. 

Secondly, we all should forever remember Rajju Bhaiya's moolmantra (watch-word): All 
people are primarily good; all are reliable to work for bringing unity in the society. 


Only the Sangh Swayamsevaks have the capacity to take the entire society along with 
eof Sangh work, the two main qualities 


them. | think, to fulfil the objective of the next phase OF >% f 
that every Swayamsevak should have are which Rajju Bhaiya conveyed through his 
personal life. 


'tworry; ithas been continuing 
rogramme. Ihave to talk while sitting; it would be 
ting food too, | can surely talk.” He 


d and the ideal in the forefront. This was the 
k these two qualities are 
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KUPPAHALLI SITARAMAYYA SUDARSHAN 
(K.S. SUDARSHAN) 
18 June 1931 - 15 September 2012 


THE FIFTH RSS CHIEF 


ape Fifth RSS Chief - Kuppahalli Sitaramayya Sudarshan — hailed from Mandya 
District in Karnataka. He served as RSS Sarasanghchalak, the Chief of the 
Organisation from 2000 to 2009 when he stepped down due to health and handed 


over the charge of the organisation Mohanrao Bhagwat, the sixth and the presentRSS 
Chief. 


The fifth RSS Chief was known for his sharp intellect, wisdom and deep knowledge of 
wide range of subjects ranging from Hinduism to foreign affairs, He had the ability to 
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assimilate the global and Indian trends at macro level and paint the big picture in a 
theoretical framework for even common Swayamsevaks. 

His discourses were popular among even those who were not Swayamsevaks. Born 
on June 18, 1931 in Raipur (it was part of Madhya Pradesh at that time), Sudarshan 
joined the RSS shakha at the age of nine. He was a sharp student and finished his 
Bachelor of Engineering in Telecommunications (honours) from Sagar University. In 
1954, he decided to become a fulltime worker of the RSS and became a Pracharak. 

As a Pracharak, his first stint was in Raigarh district. At a fairly young age of 33, he 
became Prant (Province) Pracharak, of Madhya Bharat (Central India region) in 1964. 
In 1969, when he was 38, he received the national responsibility as, Akhil Bharatiya 
Sharirik Pramukh (All India in-charge of physical activities). He was one of handpicked 
RSS cadre by the then Sarsanghchalak M.S. Golwalkar. 

This was followed by a stint in the North-East (1977) and then two years later he took 
over as the Akhil Bharatiya Bouddhik Pramukh (All India in-charge of intellectual cell). 
In 1990, he was appointed Sah-Sarkaryavah (Joint General Secretary) of the 
organisation. He has the rare distinction of having held both posts of Sharirik (physical 
exercises) and Bauddhik (intellectual) Pramukh (Chief) on different occasions. In 
2000, he became Sarsanghchalak of RSs 

A strong votary of Swadeshi, he was one of the key ideo 
his laston September 15, 201 2 at Raipurin Chhattisgarh. 
Several national leaders expressed their condolences. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
who was the Chief Minister of Gujarat at the time of demise of Sudarshan, said about 


logues of RSS. He breathed 
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him, "He was blessed with a sharp mind, humorous nature and always known for his 
simple and disciplined life." 


Remembering Sudarshan, a senior former RSS functionary, wrote for Rediff.com, "In 
RSS Karyalayas(office-cum-residence), he made it an unwritten rule followed by all to 
only fill as much water in the glass as one is sure to drink. ‘Don't waste water, don't fill 


up the glass only to throw it into the wash-basin. Water is sacred and scarce,' he would 
urge. 


He tried to persuade everyone he met to stop ostentatious marriages. Don't go in for 
such celebrations, it's a mockery of India's poor millions and a blot on Hindu society. 
And so was his mission to fight female foeticide. 

We worship Lakshmi, Durga and Saraswati as stone idols but kill them in the womb, he 
said in a speech. "Very often, whenever he happened to be in Delhi, he would come to 
the offices of Panchjanya and Organiser and discuss several contemporary issues 
with the editors. His knowledge of global affairs and their likely impact on India was 


awesome. His friends' circle included diplomats, scientists, Vedic scholars, 
environmentalists and economists espousing the cause of Swadeshi. 


"He was fond of Atal Bihari Vajpayee's poems and would recite many of them verbatim 
at several meetings. So, when a daily newspaper published his interview that created 
awkwardness between him and Vajpayee ji, he felt sad about it. And it goes to the 
credit of both leaders' maturity that the bad blood was removed and relations 
normalised,” added this former RSS functionary. Sudarshan is known to have studied 


Islam very closely. He was a respected figure in Islamic world also busting the 
misconception yet again about the RSS and the Muslims. 
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former RSS Chief K. Sudarshan and deeply mourned his rey P a, 
In an article published in the September 22 issue of JIH bi-wee n ER ONNO 
"Why did they feel sad athis death?" , Chief Editor Ranan voa E EA e Cio 
sad the Sangh Parivar felt at the demise of K.S. Sudama i inada Deenen 
on August 20 would have heard or read the news from op CA O 
panien minaw Septemba ren gh all ae S well-educated person: 
Š i rtant lea i > ; nte 
Ae S i S E report, Dawat's chief editor Panag Rahma oras eld 
how Sudarshan wanted to visit Bhopal's Tajul Masjid on Aug 
prayer or to offer Eid greetings"... ' ; NEEE 
Aner the Eid nantaz, former MP Chief Minister, Babulal care too E (a 
Muslim acquaintance where Sudarshan offered Eid greet ere anseio 
sweet dish) and was pleased, Ranoni pga A i started when he spoke 
having 'Swadeshi' Church evoked a huge debate in 2001. a ‘ola dated report (April 
at a book release function. The RSS weekly ‘Orgainser me e Swadeshi churches in 
29, 2001) of this function. The report titled "Set up federatio 
India" provided an insight int : 
Suayanpevar Sangh (RSS) Sarsanghchalak Sot idea of a Swadeshi Church. 
a federation of Indian Christians who subscribed to Ge @edion of the National 
This, according to him, would be the first step towar ees ofall kinds." 
Church in India, which would be free from the foreign con 


> 


SF = 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, B 


JP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


MOHAN BHAGWAT 
The Sixth RSS Chief 


D: Mohan Madhukar Rao Bhagwat, commonly known as Mohan Bhagwat, was 
born on September 11, 1950 at Chandrapur in Maharashtra. His father, 
Madhukar Rao Bhagwat, was also a dedicated Swayamsevak, who also worked as a 
Pracharak Mohan is the eldest son of his parents and has two younger brothers and a 
sister. 

He finished his schooling from Lokmanya Tilak Vidyalaya. He also studied at Janta 
College in Chandrapur. Later, he graduated in Veterinary Sciences and Animal 
Husbandry from 'Punjabrao Agriculture University, at Akola in Maharashtra. 

Dr. Bhagwat left his post-graduate studies in-between to become a Pracharak of the 
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RSS towards the end of 1975. He went underground after Emergency was imposed in 
1975 and worked extensively to oppose the draconian measures initiated by the then 
Congress governmentled by the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 

From 1991 to 1999, he was ‘Akhil Bharatiya Sharirik Pramukh’, (national in-charge of 
physical training). Later, he was given to shoulder the responsibility of full-time RSS 
workers, i.e. Pracharak as ‘Akhil Bharatiya Pracharak Pramukh’, (in-charge of RSS 


volunteers working full-time for India). 

In the year 2000, he was appointed as Sarkaryavah, (General Secretary). On March 
21, 2009, he was appointed as the Sarsanghchalak. He is one of the youngest RSS 
Chiefs in its history and highly respected for his organisational skills and decisiveness. 
The has beenexpanding its footprint with anew vigour under his leadership. 

To get an insight about the perspective with which the Sixth RSS Chief looks at various 
issues, one needs to go through. his annual speech at Nagpur, delivered on the 
occasion of ‘Vijaya Dashmi' in the year 2014. One must remember here that 2014 


witnessed a historical political victory for the Bharatiya Janta Party led by an RSS 
Swayamsevak, who became Prime Minister of the country. In this context, when one 
reads the speech, there is clear realisation that, undeterred by the trappings of the 


political power, RSS is evolving its vision at its own pace and on its own terms. 
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RSS SENIOR LEADERS 


EKNATH RAMKRISHNA RANADE 
19 November 1914 — 22 August 1982 


Popularly referred to as Eknathji, was a social activist and leader, motivated by the 
twin spirits of nationalism and spiritualism, and known for his great organisational 
abilities. 

Having joined the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) while still in school, he 
became an important organiser and leader for the organisation, rising through its 
ranks to serve as its general secretary from 1956 to 1962. Ranade was greatly 
influenced by the teachings of Swami Vivekananda, and compiled a book of 
Vivekananda's writings. During the 1963-72 period, Ranade played an instrumental 
role in the construction of the Vivekananda Rock Memorial and the Vivekananda 
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Kendra at Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu. 


EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION 

Ranade was born on 19 November 4914 in Timtala, Amravati district in the western 
Indian state of Maharashtra. In 4920 his family moved to Nagpur and Ranade had his 
primary education in Pradanavispura School. In 4932 he passed his matriculation 
examination from the New English High School in Nagpur. After getting a Master of 
Arts degree in philosophy with honours, he went on to earn an L.L.B from Sagar 
University in Jabalpur in 1945. 


RASHTRIYA SWAYAMSEVAK SANGH 

Ranade served as an important activist, ideologue and leader for Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh, a volunteer organisation espousing a philosophy of Hindu 
Nationalism. He was influenced during his schooling years by K.B. Hedgewar, who 
founded the RSS in 1925, which Ranade joined as a Swayamsevak (volunteer) in 
1926. After working for the RSS in Nagpur, in 1938 Ranade moved to Mahakoshal, 
Madhya Pradesh as a Pranth Pracharak (Provincial organiser). 

Following the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi in 1948, the RSS was banned, and 
many of its senior functionaries faced arrest. Ranade went underground during this 
time to lead organizational efforts earning the moniker of the Underground 
Sarsanghchalak. Atthe same time a Satyagraha was launc 
direction of its leader M. S. Golwalkar to lift the ban. With Golwalkar arrested on 15 
November, Ranade led the satyagraha and participated in secret negotiations with 
Home Minister Sardar Patel. As a condition for rescinding the RSS ban, Patel insisted 
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that the RSS should be organised with a written constitution. Aconstitution was drawn 
up by Ranade in association with P. B. Dani and Balasaeb Deoras but it fell short of 
expectations of the Government and as a result it was redrafted to include clauses 
such as allegiance to the Indian Constitution and National Flag, shunning violence, 
enrolling under aged to the movement only with the permission of their parents, setting 
procedures for election of sarsanghchalak and so forth. With these modifications 


which were accepted in June 1949 by the government the ban imposed on RSS was 
revoked on 11 July 1949. 


In 1950 he worked as a Kshetra Pracharak for Poorvanchal Kshetra comprising 
Bengal, Orissa, and Assam. In Calcutta, he established a Vastuhara Sahayata Samiti 
(lit. Committee to help the dispossessed) to aid refugees from Pakistan following the 
Partition of India. In 1953 Ranade became the Akhil Bharatiya Prachar Pramukh (lit. 
All-india Propagation Chief) From 1956 to 1962, Ranade served as RSS's general 
secretary. During this period he tried to refocus RSS towards the task of character- 
building, instead of a pursuing a more activist stance in co-ordination with affiliated 
organisations; these efforts met with resistance from other senior leaders in RSS. In 


1962, he was selected as All India Baudhik Pramukh of Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh. 


On his death Ranade was honoured as a Karmayogi by RSS publication, Organiser. 
VIVEKANANDA MEMORIAL AND KENDRA 


Ranade was deeply influenced by the teachings of Swami Vivekananda. In 1963, 
during the centenary year of Swami Vivekananda's birth, he published a selection of 
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Vivekananda's writing under the title Rousing Call to Hindu Nation, as a personal 


tribute. 
conceived the idea of building a monumentto Vivekananda at 
n near Kanyakumari, where Vivekananda had meditated for 


three days in December 1892. After receiving enthusiastic responses to the scheme 
from RSS chief M. S. Golwalkar and others, Ranade established the Vivekananda 
Rock Memorial Organising Committee and became its Organizing Secretary. Various 


branches of the committee were established across the country (with future BJP. 


leader L. K. Advani serving as the organising secretary of the Delhi branch) to build 
|, When the idea was initially rejected by 


support, and later raise funds, for the memoria 
the Minister of Education and Culture Humayun Kabir, Ranade drummed up support 


from over 300 members of the Indian Parliament, which led to the project receiving 
approval from Prime Minister indira Gandhi. Ranade also managed to win 
endorsement for the project from a diverse section of the political and spiritual 
community, including sections traditionally in opposition fo RSS. 


After the project was approved, Ranade led a cadre of volunteers to raise funds for 
. state governments and the central 

ted towards the Rs.12.5 million fund total. The Rock 
Memorial was completed in 1970, and inaugurated by President of India vV. V. Giri on 2 
ntenary celebrations in 2014, Prime Minister Narendra 


September. During the birth ce l l SE 

Modi recalled the effectiveness of the Jan-Bhagidaari (Participation of people) scheme 
that was used by Eknathji. This scheme encouraged every citizen of the country to pay 1 
rupee as a donation SO thateveryone would be a part of this mission. 


Two years later, Ranade founded the Vivekananda Kendra, centred at Kanyakumari 
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with branches elsewhere, as a Hindu spiritual organisation based on the principles of 
"Renunciation and Service" preached by Vivekananda. The Kendra is a "lay service 
organization” without a guru or propagation of a "guru culture" though it was influenced 
by the teachings of Vivekananda. It has 206 branches in various parts of the country. 
He did not endorse the status of an "avatar-hood" (god incarnate) to the Kendra. He 
therefore neither promoted himself or Vivekananda to the status of worship at the 
center but promoted the use of Omkara as its guiding principle. It was his view that by 
adopting Omkara as guru the entire class of gurus of the country are honoured. 
Ranade became the President of the Vivekananda Kendra in 1978, after serving as its 


general secretary. A documentary titled "Eknathji: One Life - One Mission" has been 
made by Vivekananda Kendra on his life. 
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H. V. SHESHADRI 
(1926-2005) 


(Kannada ge 3 Zem, Hindi & à aat, geboren 1926 in Bangalore, damals 
war ein indischer Autor und sozialer Aktivist. 
der bedeutendsten Führer der hinduistisch-nationalistischen 
Sangh (RSS). 

duierte mit einem Mastertitel in Chemie an der Universität von 


Mysore, Britisch-Indien; gestorben 2005) 
Er war einer 
Kaderorganisation Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
H. V. Sheshadri gra 


Bangalore. 
4946 wurde er zum Pracharak (Vollzeit-Arbeiter) des RSS und spielte eine wichtige 


Rolle in der RSS-Organisation in Karnataka. 
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Für sein Werk Torberaulu erhielt er 1982 den Sahitya Akademi Award. Für sein Werk 
The Tragic Story of Partition über die Teilung Indiens 1947 erhielt er auch 


Anerkennung von Sita Ram Goel und Premierminister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 
= Yugavatara 


= Amma Bagilu Tege 
Chintanaganga 

The Tragic Story of Partition 
= Bhugilu 

= Torberalu 

A Bunch of thoughts 

" Samaja Yoga 

RSS: Avision in action 
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SURESH JOSHI 
Born 1° July 1947 


aiyyaji Joshi, is a prominent member of Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS). 
din command) of RSS from 2009 to 2021 when he 


opularly known as Bh 
He was Sarkaryawah (General Secretary, the secon 
stepped down on health grounds. 
EARLY LIFE 
Bhaiyyaji Joshi was born on 4 July 1 
Thane for higher studies and earned his bachelor's degree inarts. He got associa 
age. 
ASSOCIATION WITHRSS 
Bhaiyyaji Joshi became Pracharak of RSS in 4975. After 34 years of service, he was elected as Sarkaryavah 
(General Secretary) of RSS in 2009. Bhaiyyaji Joshi played an important role in the expansion of RSSin Uttar 
Pradesh and the North-eastern part of India. He stepped down in 2021 due to health reasons and was 
replaced by Dattatreya Hosabale as Sara-Kaaryavaaha. 
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DATTATREYA HOSABALE 
1 December 1954 


j: an Indian social activist who is the current General Secretary of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) since March 2021. During the period of Indian 
Emergency from 1975 to 1977 he was arrested under the Maintenance of Internal 


EARLY LIFE 


Dattatreya Hosabale was born in 1954 in Sorab in Shimoga, Karnataka. Hailing froma 
family of RSS activists, he is the founding trustee of India Policy Foundation, a non- 
profit policy research organization. 
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KUSHABHAU THAKRE 
15 August 1922 — 28 December 2003 

Ws an Indian politician belonging to Bharatiya Janata Party and Member of 

parliament. 
EARLY LIFE 
Kushabhau Thakre was born at Dhar, Madhya Pradesh in a Chandraseniya Kayastha 
Prabhu family to parents Dr. Sundarrao Shripatirao Thakre (father) and Smt. 
Shantabai Sundarrao Thakre (mother). He was educated at Dhar and Gwalior. 
CAREERINRSS 


In 1942 he was inducted as a Pracharak by the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh then 
moved to the Ratlam Division (Ratlam, Ujjain, Mandsaur, Jhabua, Chittaur, Kota, 


a 
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Bundi, Jhalawad, Banswada (Raj.), Dahod (Gujarat)). He moved up in the Jana 
Sangh, the political wing of the RSS at the time, and then in the Janata Party when the 


parties merged. 


POLITICAL CAREER 
Early politics (1 956-1967) 
In 1956 he became Secretary (Organisation) Madhya Pradesh of Bharatiya Jana 


Sangh. He was appointed All India Secretary of Bharatiya Jana Sangh, Orissa and 
also additional in charge of Gujaratin 1967. 


INITIAL POLITICS (1970-1979) 

In 1974 he was made All India Secretary (Organisation). During the 1975-1977 
Emergency, he was jailed for 49 months alongside other opposition political leaders. 
He was elected to Lok Sabha in 4979 in a by-election from Khandwa, Madhya 
Pradesh. He lost General Election from Khandwa in 1980. But he mostly stayed away 


from electoral politics. 

ESTABLISHED POLITICIAN (1980-2000) 

When the Bharatiya Janata Party was formed in 1980, he was appointed as a 
Secretary and in charge of Gujarat, Odisha and Madhya Pradesh. Remained on this 
post until 1984. Throughout the years, he held offices as a national General Secretary, 

Vice-President or "in-charge" ofa particular state. 

PARTY PRESIDENT 

On 14 April 1998 Thakre was elected as president of the Bharatiya Janata Party. In 
D. a epee i A AS 
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August 2000, he stepped down from this post. 
VISION 


Atrue visionary and an efficient team builder Thakre has major contribution in building 
the organisation in Chhattisgarh. 


DEATH 


He died 28 December 2003 a 
Delhi after prolonged illness a 


LEGACY 
Some of the places named aft 


tthe age of 81 at All India Institute of Medical Sciences, 
she was suffering from kidney cancer. 


er him are Kushabhau Thakre University of Journalism 
and Mass Communication in Raipur,[7] Kushabhau Thakre Nursing College, 
Kushabhau Thakre Inter State Bus Terminal in Bhopal, Kushabhau Thakre 
Community Hall in Ahmedabad, Kushabhau Thakre District hospital in Shahdol and 
Kushabhau Thakre Road in Indore. 
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ai Bahadur Major-General Thakur Janak Singh Ji Bahadur, O.1.E: Hindu 

Rajput. Born in August 1876. Belongs to a respectable family of 
Katoch Rajputs of Kangra. Joined State service in 1901 as Naih Tehsildar. 
Transferred to the Kashmir Imperial Troop& as D. A. Q. M.G.in 1902. Worked 
as Brigade-Major, 1st Kashmir Imperial Service Brigade from 1909 to 1910. 
Seconded for settlement training and remained in the Revenue Department upto 
the end of 1915. Appointed as Military Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief 
in 1915 and transferred to the command of the 2nd Kashmir Rifles. 
Appointed Revenue Member of the Jammu and Kashmir State Council fo 1922 
and President, Army Council in October 1925 with the rank of Major-General. 
Granted (1) Order of British fodia second class- with the title of Bahadur on 17th 
April 1920, (2) C.I. E.-June 1927, (3) Rai Bahadur-June 1923, (4) Afghan war Medal- 
1919, (5) C. 1. E. in 4927; (6) a hereditary jagir of Rs. 3,500 P.a.. with the title of 
"Thakur" on the occasion of the birth of the heir’ Apparent Yuvraj Shri Karan Singhji 
in March 1931. Retired from State service in June 1932. Is a hereditary Double 


Tazimi Sardar. 

Lala Phul Chand Moga (Jain). Born on 27th September 1885. Educated mostly in 
the United Provinces. After graduating in law in 1906 started practice at the Bar 
at Allahabad. Joined the Provincial Judicial Service of the United Provinces in1912 
as Munsiff. Was appointed Subordmate Judge and Assistant Sessions Judge in 
1924. Appointed Deputy Legal Remembrancer to the United Provinces Government 
in 1927 and Deputy Secretary in the Judicial Department in addition to his duties as 
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deputy Legal Remembrancer in 1931. Created Rai Bnhardur in 1932. appointed 
Legal Remermbrancer and Judicial Secretary to the United provinces 
governmentin1936. Confirmed as District and Sessions Judge in 1938. Appointed 
Law and Revenuemir Minister in the Jammu and Kashmir state in November 1988. 
Has written two standard books on law, viz., the Law and Pleadings in British India 
and the Indian Conveyance... 

Sardar bahadur, Major- 


General, Th: Khajoor Singh Ji- Rajput. Jamwal. Joined 
State Military Service in N 


ovember 1881: Promoted to the rank of subedar in 1893, 
Major in 1893, Lt.- Colonel in 1903 and Major- General in 1914. O.B. |. 2“ class- May 
1898, O. B. |. Ist class — December 1911, Silver Medal Relief of Chitral — 1895. Clasp 


Punjab Frontier 1897-98, Clasp Tirah- 1897-98, Kashmir state Medal, Relief of Chitral 
Brown 1895, Silver Medal — 


Afghanistan N.- w. F. — 1919, Coronation of the late 
Edward VII Medal — June 1902, Silver Jubilee Medal of King George V_ May 1935. 
Was granted the title of sardar Bahadur in December 1911 in recognition of his 
services in the state force. 


Was granted a jagir of Rs. 3500 RB 


Awith hereditary single Tazim and the title of Thakur 
on the occasion of the birth of yud 


vraj ShriKaransingh Jiin 1931. 


Khan Bahadur Agha Syed Hussain. 
Sved Ali RazviJoined State 


ay 


Horne and Judicial Minister till 1931. 

Was granted the title of Khan Sahib in June 1918 and Khan Bahadur in January 
1931 and a hereditary jagir of Rs. 3,000 p.a. with the local title of "Thakur" with 
hereditary single Tazim. Retired from service in August 1931. 

Pandit Vishveshwar Nath Razdan:-(Kashmiri) Brahman Born in 1878. 
Succeeded to the Gaddi of Sri Dhuni Sahib in Qiladar (Gujrat) in 1892, 
where he maintains a Pathshala and a charitable. institution. Held the office of 
Municipal Commissioner, Kashmir, for over 30 years. Was created Tazimi Sardar on 
1st October 1934. Enjoys the privilege of exemption from attendance in civil courts 
and payment of octroi and customs duties in the State for a fixed value. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Abdul Qayoom, B.A., LL.B.-(Muslim). Born in 1891. Joined 
State Service in May 1913.Appointed as Head Quarters Asistant to Govnernor, 
Jammu, in November 1916 and Wazir Wazarat may 1921.Appomted Foreign 
Secretary to His Highness on 5th October 1925. Held the appointments of 
Sessions Judge, Jammu, etc. until August 1929 when he was appointed a Judge of 
the High Court and Revenue Commissioner._ Officiated as Home Minister in March 
1932. was apponted Chief Justice on 26th November 1936. 


Gazetted as Khan Bahadur in 1925 and awarded the King's Silver Jubilee Medal in 
1935. 
Sardar Bahadur, Major-General, th: Khajoor Singh Ji:- Rajput. Jmwal. Joined state 
Military Service in November 1884; Promoted to the rank of Subedar in 1893, Majorrin 
1893, Lt- Colonel in 1903 and Major General in 1914. O.B. |. 2” Class May 1898, 
O.B.1. Ist class December 1911, Silver Medal Relief of Chitral 4895. Clasp Punjab 
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Frontier 1897-98, Clasp Tirah 1897-98, Kashmr state Medal, Relief of chiiral (Brown) 
1895, Silver Medal Afghanistan N.W.F 1919, Coronation of the late Edward VII Silver 
Medal June 1902, Silver Jubilee Medal of King George V- May 1935. Was Granted the 
title of sardar bahadur in December 1911 in recognition of his services in the state 
force. 


Was granted a jagir of Rs. 3500 P.A. with hereditary single Tazim and the title of Thakur 
on the occasion of the birth of Yuvraj Shri Karansingh Jiin 1931. 
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COL: TH. SANSAR SINGH JI BAHADUR 
M.L.A 


Tehzimi Sardar, Jagirdar, Kashmir 
ol Sansar Singh ji: He was born in a Hindu Rajut ( Jamwal) Family in the year 


1871, in the Kandi belt of Dhar Dharochan Ridge, Village Agore which was at that 
time amongst the selected few places of jamwal clan villages. His father Thakur janak 


her thakur Naurang singh ji shared Close ties with the rulling 
family who had given them large tracts of land in the areas of shoa adjoining mathwar 
block in Jammu in Jammu. Sansar Singh ji was the elder amongst the two sibling and 
he lost his father in his early teens. There after looking at the tougher times ahead and 
following the rich traditions of the martial dogra race he joined the state force in the 


Singh ji & his grandfat 
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then Bacha Company (Akin to today's boys scouts etc) with a pay of two chilki rupaiya 
(rupees) per month and started his formal military training. 


Military service: He was not recruited as an direct as an officer but he took active partin 
his initial military training and continued his studies and appeared for the test for being 
appointed as an officer and was selected by the British officer team who recognized 
his acumen and talent at an early age. After getting commissioned he was suitably 
married and after rendering his initial service in Jammu, he was selected to be part of 


the state force contingent, 3° Kashmir Rifles (Presently 3° Jammu & Kashmir Rifles) 
forthe WW1. 


According he joined the war as a captain. During the war his battalion saw action in 
East Africa and won the Battles Honours, During this two of his battalion commanders 
were wounded and also marytered in the battle. He was promoted as temporary Major 
during the war, he also held the command of the battalion during the war for two years. 
While serving at the front for than three years government. On return from East Africa, 
he was promoted to the rank of Lt Col and appointed as Deputy Quarter Master 
General, Jammu and Kashmir Army. He served with great distinction as colonel 


commandant Gilgit, Kashmir & Jammu for Six year and retired from military life as a 
colonel after 34 year of service. : 


Contribution to civil society after retirement: He was created as Tanzimi Sardar in 1932 
and was also nominated as MLA in the Praja Parshad by the Maharaja. He was 


bestowed upon a title of Bahadur by Maharaja hari Sing ji, and was given a military 


jagir in Kashmir as on constitutional reforms in the state. He was a member trustee of 


Dhan devi trsut and shri Pratap Memorial Rajput School. He was the 8” President of 
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Shri Amar Kshyatriya Rajput Sabha. 

The man Lived his life with utmost simplicity, displayed valor and courage for the 
motherland, and contributed to the society with his great vision and understanding.He 
is one the forgotten hero of the duggar land but his deeds still echo the land. 

Raja Sher Ali Khan.-(Muslim). Born in 1893. Belongs to the Sultan family of 
Muzaffarabad. Is a Jagirdar of Handwara. Kashmir. Render- ed assistance to 
State officers in recruitment for the Great War. Was granted a Khillat in 
recognition of the services rendered b_v him during the disturbances in 1931. Is 
an Honorary Magistrate in Tehsil Handwara. 


CHRONOGICAL LIST OF BHARTIYA JANA SANGH PRESIDENT 


S.No Name Year 
1. Syama Prasad Mookerjee . 1951-1952 
2. Pt. Mauli Chandra Sharma 1954 
3. Pt. Prem Nath Dogra 1955 
A: Acharya D.P. Ghosh 1956-1959 
5. Shri Pitamber Das _ 1960 
6. ShriA. Rama Rao 1961 
Th Acharya D.P. Ghosh 1962-1964 
8. Shri Bachhraj Vyas 1965 
9. Shri Balraj Madhok 1966 
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10. Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 1967-1968 
11. ShriAtal Bihari Vajpayee 1969-1972 
12. Shri Lal Krishna Advani 1973-1977 
LIST OF BHARTIYA JANTA PARTY PRESIDENT 

il. Atal Bihari Vajpayee 1980-1986 
2. Lal Krishna Advani 1986-1991 
3. Murli maohar Joshi 1991-1993 
4. Lal Krishna Advani 1993-1998 
5. Kushabhau Thakre 1998-2000 
6. Bangaru Laxman 2000-2001 
TA Jana Krishnamurthi 2001-2002 
8. Venkaiah Naidu 2002-2004 
9. Lal Krishna Advani 2004-2006 
10. Rajnath Singh 2006-2009 
ie NitinGadkari 2009-2013 
12. Rajnath singh 2013-2014 
13. Amit Shah 2014-2019 
14. J.P. Nadda 2019- Till 


—— 
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FOUNDATION DAYS 

i\- R.S.S 27-sept-1925 
2 Praja Parishad 17-Nov-1947 
3. Jana sangh 21-Oct-1951 
4. Bhartiya Janata party 06-April 1980 


IMPORTANT HISTORIC DATES TO REMEMBER 
1. 


2. 


05 August 2019: When the Narinder Modi Government Abrogated Article 370 & 
35 Ain both houses of parliaments. 

25 August 2019: When Satya Pal Malik, Governor of J&K Odered for removal of 
the state flag 

31 October2019: Jammu nad Kashmir came under “One nation one consituition” 
an started Funtioning as union Territory with ladakh as a separate UT. 

26 July 2019: Tripple Talaq The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Act, 2019 passed 

29 September 2016: Surgical Strike 

26 February 2019: Airstrike 

09-November 2019: The Supreme Court delivers its verdict for Ram lalla 

05 August 2020: Prime Minister Narendra Modi lay the foundation stone of the 
Ram Temple in Ayodhya. 
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Name 


Date Of Birth | Death aniversary 


lal Bahadur Shastri 


11-01-1966 


Swami Vivekananda 


12-01-1863 


3 | MahaRana Pratab Singh | 
a | Subhas Chander Bose 23-01-1897 
5 li Prof. Rajendra Singh (Rajju Bhaiya) | 29-01-1922 
6 | Major Somnath Sharma 31-01-1923 
Fabruary 
_S.no Name Date Of Birth Death aniversary 
Madan Lal Dhingra 08-02-1883 


Deendayal Upadhyaya 


sushma Swaraj 


14-02-1952 


Shivaji Bhosale 


19-02-1630 


Madhavrao Sadashivrao Golwalkar 
Balraj Madlok 
Vinayak Damodar Sarvarkar Ji 
Chanikadas amritrao Deshmukh 


Name 


Subedar Chuni Lal 


Manohar Gopalkrishna Prabhu Parrikar 
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March 
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19-02-1906 
25-02-1920 


11-02-1968. 


26-02-1966 
27-02-2010 


Date Of Birth 
06-04-1968 


Death aniversary 


17-03-2019 
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3 Pandit Prem nath Dogra 21-03-1972 
a Bhagat singh _ 23-03-1931 
oa Shivaram Hari Rajguru 23-03-1931 
5 Sukhdev Thaper 23-03-1931 
April 
S.no Name | Date Of Birth Death aniversary 
1 Keshav Baliram Hedgewar | 01-04-1889 
2 i Shivaji Bhosale 03-04-1680 
3 Justice Mehr Chand Mahajan 05-04-1967 
4 Mangal Pandey 08-04-1857 
5 Sunder Singh Bhandri 12-04-1921 
6 Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar 14-04-1891 
7 Guru Nanak 15-04-1469 
8 Maharaja Hari Singh | 526A 
9 Sh. ‘Daya Krishan Kotwal ( Sher-e- Doda) 29-04-1927 09-04- 2013 
May =a 
| -no L Name 4 Date Of Birth Death aniversary 
i 1 Balraj Madiok pe 02-05-2016 
2 Pramod Vyankatesh Mahajan 03-05-2006 
3 MahaRana Pratab Singh! 09-05-1540 
4 Bhairon Singh Shekhawat 
5 Sukhdev Thaper 15-05-1907 
6 Kushok Bakula Rinpoche 21-05-1917 
7 Bhagwat Swaroop 22-05-1925 


8 | Vinayak Damodar Sarvarkar Ji if ___ 28-05-1883 


Death aniversary 
03-06-1948 
05-06-1973 


Date Of Birth 


havrao Sadashivrao Gols waikar 


3 ‘Sardar Baj Singh 09-06-1716 
4 Vee r “Banda Vairagi ; 09-06-1716 
5 | _ Brigadier Rajinder Singh 14-06-1899 iy 
[6 | a Eer: 17-06-1996 
a Ranttakshmibai 18-06-1958 
RaO ee PEEKS: Sudarshan 18-06-1931 
ee) 2 Keshav | Baliram Hedgewar 21-06-1940 


Sunder Singh Bhandri 
_ Syama Prasad Mukherjee 
Subedar Chuni Lal 
Bhama Shah 


22-06-2005 
23-06-1953 
24-06-2007 


______Name 
Syama Prasad Mukherjee 
Swami Vivekananda _ 04-07-1902 
Sardar Baj Singh 09-07-1716 
Prof.Rajendra Singh (Rajju Bhaiya) 14-07-2003 
Brigadier Mohammad Usman 15-07-1912 03-07-1948 


Mangal Pandey 19-07-1827 


Date Of Birth 
06-07-1901 


Death aniversary 


7 Anath Kumar 22-07-1959 
8 Udham Singh 31-07-1940 
August 
S.no Name Date Of Birth | Death aniversary 


sushma Swaraj 


Nnfjef|5 


Kushabhau Thakre 15-08-1922 


Veer Banda Vairagi 16-08-1670 


Atal Bihari Vajpayee 


Madan Lal Dhingra 

Subhas Chander Bose 

Eknath Ramkrishna Ranade 
Arun Jaitley 


OlLMIN Di iM hi w 


Shivaram Hari Rajguru 24-08-1908 


Thakur Baldev Singh 


September 


06-08-2019 


16-08-2018 
17-08-1909 
18-08-1945 
22-08-1982 
24-08-2019 


25-08-2008 


Name ‘TI Date Of Birth 


MahaRaja Ranbir Singh 
Tikka Lal Taploo 
K.S. Sudarshan 
MahaRaja Hari Singh 
Guru Nanak 

Deendayal Upadhyaya 


23-09-1895 


25-09-1916 


Death aniversary 
12-09-1885 


22-09-1539 


13-09-1989 
15-09-2012 
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October 
.no | Name Date Of Birth Death aniversary 
lal Bahadur Shastri 02-10-1904 
Chanikadas amritrao Deshmukh 11-10-1916 


Arun Khetarpal 14-10-1950 
Maharaja Gulab Singh 17-10-1792 
Ashfaqulla Khan 22-10-1900 
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat 23-10-1925 
Pandit Prem Nath Dogra 24-10-1884 
Brigadier Rajinder Singh 
Veer Banda Vairagi 
Bhagwat Swaroop 
ee Pramod Vyankatesh Mahajan 30-10-1949 
12 Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel 31-10-1875 
November 
Name Date Of Birth 


Sh. Vaid Vishnu Dutt Ji 01-11-1927 


Major Somath Sharma 
3 Kushok Bakula Rinpoche 
4 Lal Krishna Advani | 
5 


Maqbool Sherwani 


04-11-2003 
6 | Anath Kumar 
7 


08-11-1947 
12-11-2018 
Rani Lakshimibai z 


19-11-1828 
8 | Eknath Ramkrishna Ranade ; 19-11-1914 


26-10-1947 
29-10-2018 


27-10-1670 


Death aniversary 
27-11-2001 
03-11-1947 


08-11-1927 


December 


Death aniversary 
06-12-1956 


Date Of Birth 


Name 
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar 
Balasaheb Deoras 


Md 
Riis 
ro) 


11-12-1915 


2 
3 Zorawar Singh Kahluria : 12-12-1841 
4 Manohar Gopalkrishna Prabhu parrikar 13-12-1955 
5 Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel 15-12-1950 
126; Arun Khetarpal 16-12-1971 
7 Ashfaqulla Khan 
8 Justice Mehr Chand Mahajan 23-12-1889 
9 Atal Bihari Vajpayee 25-12-1924 
Udham Singh 26-12-1899 
Arun Jaitley 28-12-1952 
Kushabhau Thakre 28-12-2003 
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Courtesy 
Lfeel proud and pleasure to convey my whole hearted Thanks to Shri Kulbhushan Mohtra for 
“4 COMPENDIUM OF ICONS OF JAMMU & KASHMIR AND OUR INSPIRATION "depicting 
the laudable and ever memorable service and sacrifice of our Freedom fighters and political 


leaders who shall be remembered and adorned by the coming INDIAN GENERATIONS for all 
ages to come. 


Ch. Vikaram Randhawa 
Ex MLC Jammu 
State Secretary BJP J&K 


-CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BUP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


-CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BUP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BUP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Publications of Nana Ji Deshmukh 
Library and Documentation Department 


Name of 
The Book 


ASaga of Sacrifices 
Praja Parishad 
Movementin J&K 


100 Document 
AReference Book 
J&K (English) 

SA SAK at Tat 
ma Wat UTE HT 
sfaere 


Mission Accomplished 
(English) 


Bharatiya Janata Party, J&K 


Year of 
Publication 


2018 


2019 


2020 


Released By 


Sh. Amit Shah Ji 
Former Nationai 
President 


Sh. Ram Madhav di 
BJP, National General 
Secretary ` _ 

Sh. Ram Madhav Ji 
BJP, National General 
Secretary 


Sh. Dharminder Pradhan 


(Union Minister) & 
Dr. Jatinder Singh 
(Union Minister) 


j rof Book 
sished /ISBN 


1009 
978-935 11-335-3 


1000 
978-93-5321-345-9 


1000 


-978-93-5361-999-2 


1000 
978-93-5391-756-2 


a 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY 


Written & Compiled by: 
Prof. Kulbhushan Mohtra 
Nana Ji Deshmukh Library and Documentation Department 
Trikuta Nagar, Jammu, (J&K) UT 
+91 94191 89333 
Email : kulbjp@gmail.com 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BUP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


J.K. PAPYRUS # 70082 30646 


